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Introduction 

QEVERAL  changes  in  editorial  and  recording  responsibility  took  place 
^  during  the  year.  Pressure  of  other  work  caused  the  resignations  of 
F.  H.  Jones,  the  Editor  of  the  London  Bird  Report  for  the  past  four  years, 
and  W.  G.  Teagle,  who  had  been  Recorder,  at  first  for  North  of  the  Thames 
and  then  for  Inner  London,  continuously  since  1947.  Mr.  Jones  has 
remained  a  member  of  the  Records  Committee,  while  Mr.  Teagle’s  place 
as  Recorder  for  Inner  London  has  been  taken  by  A.  D.  Tomlins.  The 
present  Joint-Editors  both  left  the  London  Area  before  this  Report  was 
completed,  and  would  like  to  extend  their  thanks  to  D.  I.  M.  Wallace  for 
much  help  in  the  final  stages  of  publication. 

Contributors  are  asked  to  note  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  new 
Recorders,  which  are  given,  together  with  the  current  recording  arrange¬ 
ments,  on  cover  iii.  Records  should  normally  continue  to  be  submitted 
thrice  yearly.  It  would,  however,  be  appreciated  if  those  of  rare  species 
could  be  sent  immediately  they  are  made  to  the  appropriate  Recorder,  in 
order  that  confirmation,  if  necessary,  can  be  obtained.  Once  again,  the 
Records  Committee  would  like  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  reports  of 
rare  or  unusual  species  in  the  Area  being  accompanied  by  full  supporting 
details.  Several  interesting  records  have  had  to  be  omitted  from  this 
Report  because  the  supporting  evidence  were  insufficient  for  them  to  be 
fully  acceptable,  even  though  the  identifications  in  many  cases  were 
probably  correct.  A  case  in  point  was  the  Buzzard,  only  three  out  of  a 
dozen  or  so  records  of  this  species  in  1958  were  sufficiently  well  documented 
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for  them  to  be  admitted.  Contributors  are  recommended  to  model  their 
descriptions  on  those  published  in  Journals  such  as  British  Birds.  Notes  on 
behaviour  are  particularly  useful  in  confirming  identification  and  often 
make  it  easier  for  the  Committee  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  report  should 
be  accepted. 

The  results  of  inquiries  conducted  by  the  Ornithological  Section  into 
the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Lapwing,  Coot  and  Meadow  Pipit  in  the 
Area,  and  into  the  spring  migration  of  the  Common  Gull,  are  published  as 
papers  on  pages  54  and  69  respectively.  Details  of  new  investigations  by 
the.  Section  are  given  in  the  Recording  Circular  which  is  obtainable  from 
the  Recorders.  The  Section  continues  to  take  part  in  the  Census  of 
Heronries  and  the  Wildfowl  Inquiry,  and  in  1958  participated  in  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology’s  survey  into  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Nightjar. 
This  survey  was  well  supported  and  all  records,  as  well  as  negative  reports 
from  possible  breeding  sites,  are  given  in  the  systematic  list. 

A  paper  by  S.  Cramp  on  page  62  analyses  the  irruption  of  tits  and 
other  species  into  the  Area  in  1957-1958,  and  A.  C.  Parker  contributes  a 
paper  on  Black  Redstarts  in  Inner  London  in  1956-1957  which  contains 
information  additional  to  that  published  in  the  systematic  lists  of  the 
London  Bird  Reports  for  those  years. 

The  only  group  ringing  carried  out  by  the  Society  during  the  year  was 
at  Beddington  S.F.  Instead  of  the  customary  Ringing  Report  a  note 
covering  the  activities  at  Beddington  in  1957  and  1958  appears  on  page  76. 
Members  of  the  Section’s  Ringing  Sub-Committee  again  abstracted 
recovery  data  relating  to  the  Area  from  the  records  of  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology,  and  the  more  interesting  are  published  in  the  systematic  list 
under  Heron,  Teal,  Tufted  Duck,  Mute  Swan,  Water  Rail,  Coot,  Little 
Ringed  Plover,  Jack  Snipe,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Swift,  Green  Wood¬ 
pecker,  Sand  Martin,  Rook,  Song  Thrush,  Willow  Warbler,  Meadow  Pipit, 
Yellow  Wagtail,  Redpoll  and  Chaffinch. 

Three  records  given  in  the  Additions  to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 
on  page  52  are  of  particular  interest.  Hopes  that  the  pair  of  Little  Bitterns 
which  summered  at  Beddington  S.F.  in  1956  might  return  did  not  material¬ 
ize,  and  so  the  record,  withheld  for  two  years,  can  now  be  published.  The 
records  in  1957  of  Shore  Lark  (on  Hampstead  Heath  in  March)  and 
Collared  Dove  (at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  from  July  to  September)  were  the  first  of 
these  species  in  the  London  Area  this  century.  During  1958  only  one  new 
species  was  reported  —  a  Broad-billed  Sandpiper,  which  was  present  in  the 
Lea  valley  from  July  27th  to  August  19th.  However,  there  was  a  good 
variety  of  other  birds  rare  or  unusual  in  the  Area  and  for  the  first  time 
the  number  of  species  satisfactorily  identified  in  a  year  passed  the  200  mark, 
the  final  total  being  201. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  brought  none  of  the  prolonged  spells  of  severe 
weather  which  the  London  bird-watcher  keenly  awaits  to  bring  waterfowl  in 
numbers  (and)  variety  to  the  reservoirs.  Thus,  although  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  were  rather  more  numerous  than  usual  and  a  flock  of  1,100 
Pochard  at  Nazeing  G.P.  on  January  13th  was  the  largest  in  the  Area  for 
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more  than  10  years,  most  species  of  duck  were  seen  only  in  average  numbers. 
The  usual  few  Black-throated  and  Red-throated  Divers  appeared  in 
January  and  February  but  there  were  no  Great  Northerns  for  the  second 
successive  year.  Two  Bean  Geese  at  Beddington  S.F.  from  January  4th 
to  6th  were  the  first  of  this  race  to  be  recorded  in  the  Area  since  1940  and 
provided  the  month’s  only  outstanding  rarity,  although  a  Long-tailed 
Duck  from  the  5th  and  an  Iceland  Gull  on  the  21st  at  the  Staines  reservoirs 
were  of  interest.  A  brief  cold  spell  from  January  22nd  to  27th  resulted  in 
the  arrival  of  a  number  of  waders  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  elsewhere,  strong 
movements  of  several  passerine  species,  and  an  unusually  large  number  of 
reports  of  grey  geese  (Whitefronts,  where  identified)  passing  over.  At 
about  the  same  time  Shags  started  to  make  their  appearance  on  several 
waters,  and  subsequently,  in  common  with  many  inland  areas  in  south¬ 
eastern  England,  numbers  appeared  throughout  the  Area.  No  fewer  than 
seven  were  found  dead  at  Ruxley  G.P.  on  February  1st,  and  later  that 
month  up  to  four  were  seen  at  Walthamstow  reservoirs.  Some  Shags 
stayed  for  several  weeks,  and  two,  an  adult  and  an  immature,  remained  at 
the  King  George  VI  Reservoir  from  February  20th  to  June  1st.  Few 
reports  of  Ruffs  were  received  during  January,  but  from  February  9th 
onwards  they  were  seen  regularly  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  elsewhere. 

Another  short  spell  of  hard  weather,  on  February  25th  and  26th,  again 
produced  large  movements  of  Skylarks,  Fieldfares,  Redwings,  Chaffinches, 
Bramblings  and  Yellowhammers,  and  all  these  species  occurred  in  unusual 
numbers  in  the  central  London  parks.  During  a  severe  snow  storm  at 
Gunnersbury  Park  in  Middlesex  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  more  than 
1,000  Redwings  and  Fieldfares,  together  with  many  of  the  passerine  species 
mentioned  above,  arrived  in  half-an-hour  and  landed  on  the  snow  covered 
playing  fields.  At  least  50  Reed  Buntings  were  among  the  birds  present, 
and  on  the  27th  this  species  was  seen  at  two  places  in  Inner  London — the 
first  recorded  there  this  century.  Despite  these  heavy  movements  it  seems 
probable  that  the  cold  spell  was  of  too  short  a  duration  to  produce  many 
unusual  birds.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  in  this  period  were  a  Buzzard 
in  Middlesex  on  the  26th  and  an  early  White  Wagtail  at  the  King  George  VI 
Reservoir  the  same  day. 

The  largest  Pintail  flock  of  the  century  was  seen  on  March  1st,  29  birds 
being  present  on  flooded  meadows  in  the  Lea  valley.  On  the  following  day 
the  only  wild  swans  of  the  year,  two  Bewick’s  at  Hilfield  Park,  were  recorded. 
Water  Pipits,  now  regular  in  small  numbers  each  spring,  were  seen  in 
Middlesex  on  March  15th,  and  Surrey  on  March  30th  and  April  6th. 
Firecrests  appeared  singly  in  Surrey  on  March  30th  and  in  Middlesex 
on  April  9th,  while  at  Havering,  Essex,  there  was  one  on  April  13th  and 
two  on  the  16th.  During  early  April  there  was  a  marked  movement  of 
Reed  Buntings  through  the  Area  and  several  large  gatherings  were  reported. 
A  Lapland  Bunting  was  seen  in  Surrey  on  April  5th  and  one  in  Middlesex 
on  the  13th.  A  feature  of  the  month  was  an  influx  of  Common  Scoters, 
birds  being  seen  even  on  small  waters  such  as  Godstone  Bay  Pond  and 
Dulwich  Mill  Pond.  Numbers  were  especially  high  at  the  Queen  Mary 
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Reservoir  where  a  party  of  22  on  the  10th  was  the  largest  recorded  in  the 
Area  this  century. 

Black  Redstarts  were  reported  on  passage  during  the  first  half  of  April, 
and  a  total  of  seven  Pied  Flycatchers,  more  than  is  usual  for  the  spring, 
were  seen  between  the  24th  and  29th.  Other  notable  April  visitors 
included  a  Kite  near  Wraysbury  on  the  1st  and  a  Kentish  Plover  at  the 
King  George  VI  Reservoir  the  same  day  ;  an  Avocet  at  Littlebrook  on  the 
6th  ;  up  to  three  Little  Gulls  at  Staines  between  the  10th  and  30th  ;  a 
Hoopoe  near  Brentwood  on  the  22nd  and  23rd,  and  Richard’s  Pipits  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  the  17th  and  18th  and  King  George  VI  Reservoir 
on  the  30th. 

Black  Terns  appeared  at  a  number  of  localities  on  May  1st  and  a 
compact  flock  of  cAO  stayed  around  the  King  George  V  Reservoir  until 
the  3rd.  Elsewhere  numbers  were  smaller  and,  although  birds  were  seen 
intermittently  throughout  the  month,  there  was  no  other  marked  movement 
for  the  rest  of  the  spring.  A  Hoopoe  was  seen  on  May  2nd  at  Reigate  and 
two  Ortolan  Buntings  at  Epsom  S.F.  on  the  3rd  remained  for  some  days. 
Another  Ortolan  was  reported  from  South  Weald  Park  on  the  17th.  The 
second  Kite  of  the  year  was  seen  above  the  BBC  Television  Studios  at 
Shepherd’s  Bush  on  May  20th  ;  it  was  the  flrst  to  be  recorded  within  the 
City  of  London  for  more  than  a  century.  On  May  18th  a  Golden  Oriole 
was  present  for  a  few  hours  near  Gilwell  Park  on  the  edge  of  Epping  Forest, 
while  a  week  later  a  Purple  Heron — only  the  second  London  Area  record 
this  century — was  seen  at  Walthamstow  Reservoirs.  Eleven  Sanderling 
were  present  at  Perry  Oaks  on  May  26th,  others  having  been  noted  at  two 
other  localities  just  prior  to  this. 

Perhaps  the  most  outstanding  of  a  number  of  interesting  breeding 
records  was  the  nesting  of  a  pair  of  Common  Terns  at  the  Queen  Mary 
Reservoir — the  fl>rst  time  this  species  has  been  proved  to  breed  within 
the  Area.  Unfortunately  the  eggs  were  destroyed,  crows  or  Herons  being 
thought  to  be  responsible.  A  pair  of  Ringed  Plovers  returned  to  Littlebrook, 
where  the  species  bred  in  1957,  but  no  nest  or  young  were  found  this  year. 
The  total  number  of  Herons’  nests  in  the  Area  was  down  to  173  in  1958, 
22  less  than  the  previous  year,  and  for  the  first  time  since  1834  the  Wanstead 
Park  heronry  was  not  occupied.  At  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  London’s  only  Black¬ 
headed  Gull  colony  appears  to  be  maintaining  its  numbers  and  there  were 
r.200  nests  there  towards  the  end  of  May.  Little  Ringed  Plovers  are 
continuing  their  gradual  increase  ;  out  of  a  total  of  32  pairs  summering, 
25  were  proved  to  breed— a  record  for  the  Area.  For  the  first  time  for 
some  years  Black  Redstarts  bred  in  Inner  London  outside  the  City,  a  pair 
nesting  at  Paddington.  Elsewhere  breeding  was  proved  only  in  the  City  and 
at  Croydon,  but  singing  males  were  heard  at  several  other  places  in  the 
Area.  Nuthatches,  unknown  as  a  breeding  species  in  Inner  London  for 
more  than  50  years,  bred  in  no  fewer  than  three  central  London  parks — 
Kensington  Gardens,  Holland  Park  and  Battersea  Park.  A  pair  of  Marsh 
Warblers  bred  in  Surrey — only  the  third  time  they  have  nested  in  the  Area 
since  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
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The  first  sign  of  the  return  movement  of  birds  through  the  Area  was, 
as  usual,  the  appearance  of  Green  Sandpipers  towards  the  end  of  June. 
Less  usual  though,  were  the  records  on  June  29th  of  a  party  of  nine  Little 
Terns  at  the  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  and  three  Sandwich  Terns  at  the 
King  George  VI  Reservoir.  Crossbills  from  the  small  irruption  into 
Britain  in  July  were  first  reported  within  the  Area  on  the  7th,  when  a  party 
of  12  flew  south-east  over  Havering.  Subsequently  several  parties  were 
seen,  mainly  in  Surrey.  Other  birds  of  interest  during  July  included  a 
Shag  at  the  King  George  VI  Reservoir  on  the  13th,  Quail  calling  at  two 
places  south  of  the  Thames,  and  a  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  in  the  Lea  valley 
from  the  27th  to  August  19th. 

Autumn  wader  passage  was  generally  poor,  only  one  Curlew  Sandpiper 
and  very  few  Wood  Sandpipers  and  Little  Stints  being  seen.  Whimbrel 
passed  in  some  numbers  during  August,  but  there  were  only  single  records 
of  Black-tailed  and  Bar-tailed  Godwits.  Several  Little  Gulls  were  noted, 
and  a  strong  passage  of  Black  Terns  from  August  10th  onwards  included  a 
record  number  of  150  at  the  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  on  the  27th.  Uncommon 
species  during  August  were  a  Bee-eater  at  Beddington  on  the  5th,  Hoopoes 
in  Surrey  and  Essex  around  the  23rd,  early  Puffin  (dead)  and  Slavonian 
Grebe  in  the  Lea  valley  on  the  11th  and  30th  respectively,  and  a  male 
Red-breasted  Flycatcher  at  Banstead  on  the  18th. 

The  passage  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  was  again  heavy,  the  roosting 
flock  at  the  Girling  Reservoir  reaching  a  peak  of  8,000  birds  on 
September  1st.  The  month  brought  its  usual  number  of  rare  birds,  among 
which  were  an  Osprey,  which  remained  in  the  Lea  valley  for  at  least  three 
weeks,  and  an  exhausted  Manx  Shearwater  which  was  picked  up  at  the 
City  Road  Basin,  Islington,  on  the  5th.  Waders  included  a  Temminck’s 
Stint  in  Kent  on  the  12  th,  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Perry  Oaks  from  the 
20th  to  28th,  and  Grey  Phalaropes  at  both  King  George  V  and  VI  Reser¬ 
voirs  on  the  24th.  Other  Grey  Phalaropes  were  seen  in  October  and  one 
of  these  was  trapped  and  ringed  at  Epsom  S.F.  A  Buzzard  was  seen  over 
High  Holborn  on  October  15th  and  two  days  later  there  was  one  at 
Twickenham.  On  the  19th  a  Leach’s  Petrel  appeared  at  the  Queen  Mary 
Reservoir,  while  the  20th-21st  produced  Puffins  at  West  India  Docks, 
St.  James’s  Park,  and  Littlewood  Common,  and  there  was  one  at  Wood 
Green  Reservoir  on  the  25th. 

Diurnal  migration,  generally  to  the  west  or  north-west,  was  widespread 
on  the  week-end  of  October  18th- 19th,  and  numbers  of  Skylarks,  Redwings, 
Starlings  and  Chaffinches,  as  well  as  some  other  species,  were  reported  from 
many  localities.  Nocturnal  passage  of  Redwings  and  Song  Thrushes  was 
also  heavy  on  some  nights  in  the  second  half  of  October. 

A  feature  of  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  the  presence  of  abnormal 
numbers  of  Short-eared  Owls.  Up  to  six  frequented  Staines  Moor  and  up 
to  seven  were  present  at  Beddington  S.F.,  while  smaller  numbers  were  seen 
at  various  other  localities.  A  very  late  Whitethroat,  apparently  with  a 
slightly  damaged  wing,  was  present  at  Ruxley  G.P,  from  November  23rd 
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until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  only  winter  record  of  a  Chiffchaff — 
between  November  30th  and  December  14th — was  from  the  same  locality. 

Notable  records  for  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  were  Velvet  Scoter 
at  two  places  in  the  Lea  valley  on  November  22nd,  and  one  at  Barn  Elms 
Reservoir  on  the  29th  ;  a  Gannet  in  flight  over  Tolworth  on  November  25th ; 
a  Ferruginous  Duck  at  the  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  on  December  8th  ;  and 
a  male  Hen  Harrier  at  Chelsham  on  December  28th.  On  the  same  day  a 
flock  of  27  Ruffs  was  still  present  at  Perry  Oaks. 
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A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF 

ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 


report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  “Check-List  of 


the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the  Wetmore 
classification,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to  that  List 
where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular  names  are 
those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds  magazine  as  announced  in  the 
January,  1953,  issue  (Vol.  XLVI,  p.  1). 

All  records  are  for  1958  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials 
following  each  record  refer  to  the  observer  (s)  responsible  for  it,  whose  name  (s) 
may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  6. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  radius  are  indicated 
by  their  initials,  viz.: — B  =  Bucks;  E  =  Essex;  H  =  Herts;  K  =  Kent; 
M  =  Middlesex;  S  =  Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  are 
partly  in  Middlesex,  but  all  records  referring  to  them  are  published  under 
Essex,  following  the  policy  adopted  by  W.  E.  Clegg  in  his  histories  of  the 
birds  of  Essex  (1929)  and  Middlesex  (1935).  The  following  abbreviations 
are  also  used  : — B.B.=^  British  magazine ;  L.B.R.  =  London  Bird  Report; 

G.P.  =  gravel  pit ;  Res.  =  reservoir ;  S.F.  =  sewage  farm ;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W., 
are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  but  are  intended  only  to 
indicate  the  general  direction  of  flight. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full 
appreciation  of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species 
is  intended  to  be  continuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of 
the  London  Area  since  1900  and  to  the  systematic  list  of  previous  issues  of 
the  L.B.R.  is  recommended. 

Records  which  have  been  published  in  the  Essex  Bird  Report,  1958,  are 
indicated  by  an  asterisk  which  is  placed  by  the  particular  record  or,  where 
all  records  of  a  species  have  been  published,  by  the  county  initial  “  E  ”. 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

E*  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  22nd  and  one  from  Mar.  1st  to  16th  (jlfp). 
King  George  V  Res.,  single  birds  from  Jan.  12th  to  Feb.  16th  and  on 
Mar.  15th  (jce,  gcg,  bsms,  jlfp).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  12th 
to  Mar.  1st  (twg,  bsn). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  to  two  from  Jan.  8th  to  Mar.  16th  ;  one  on 
Nov.  30th  (beg,  jfc,  sg  et  al.). 
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4  Red-throated  Diver 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  from  Mar.  15th  until  29th  when  it  was  found  freshly  dead  (jf). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  15th  (dgh). 

Diver  (species  not  identified). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  in  flight  on  Nov.  9th  (prc,  ree,  ben,  aq,). 

5  Beddington  S.F.,  two  flying  E.  on  Jan.  24th  (bsm). 

5 .  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  largest  numbers  reported  were  from  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx., 
with  maxima  c.300  on  Jan.  8th  and  c.445  on  Dec.  14th  (beg,  jfc). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  from  Mar.  23rd  to  Apr.  23rd  attained 
summer  plumage  during  its  stay  (prc  et  al).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
from  Sept.  24th  to  Nov.  10th  (many  observers).  Staines  Res.,  one 
on  Feb.  2nd  (pjm). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  seen  at  close  range  on  the  early  date  of  Aug.  30th 
(jBSMs,  fr).  Satisfactory  details  have  been  received. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (ehw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  single 
birds  on  Feb.  23rd  and  27th  (jwd,  hpm),  and  Oct.  21st  (eab). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  12th  to  Feb.  16th  (many  observers). 
Staines  Res.,  single  birds  on  Jan.  3rd  (adb).  Mar.  1st  (dgh),  and 
from  Dec.  21st  to  28th  (dm  et  al.).  Inner  London  :  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  the  Long  Water  on  Mar.  11th  (jhfm,  chfp). 
St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  13th  (ajc,  jfc,  ehg,  dgh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  in  transitional  plumage  on  Sept.  13th  (beg,  sg, 
men). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E*  Girling  Res.,  up  to  four  between  Aug.  17th  and  Nov.  30th  (jce,  jf, 
BSMs,  jlfp).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  and  two  on 
Sept.  17th  (bsms,  jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (frt). 
M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  26th  and  Nov.  3rd  (lab,  ehw).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  to  four  from  Aug.  16th  to  Oct.  19th  (many  observers). 
Staines  reservoirs,  present  on  many  dates  from  Aug.  31st  to  Nov.  23rd; 
most  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  with  a  maximum  of  six  from  Oct.  26th 
to  Nov.  1st  (many  observers). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  20th  (rkc).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on 
Nov.  16th  and  two  on  the  29th  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  dp). 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  watched  under  good  conditions  for  over  two 
hours  on  Oct.  19th  (many  observers)  ;  full  supporting  details, 
including  a  sketch,  have  been  received. 
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16  Manx  Shearwater 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Canal,  one  seen  to  fly  in  and  land  on  the 
City  Road  Basin  on  Sept.  5th  ;  it  was  in  an  exhausted  condition  and 
was  handed  to  the  London  Zoo  on  the  7th  (jr). 

27  Gannet 

S  Tolworth,  one  flying  E.  on  Nov.  25th  (beg,  jfc)  ;  satisfactory  details 
have  been  received. 

28  Cormorant 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  Middx., 
with  a  maximum  of  60  on  Jan.  19th,  Feb.  1st  and  Dec.  28th.  Else¬ 
where  in  the  Area  the  only  large  numbers  were  at  Queen  Mary  Res., 
Middx.,  maximum  45  on  Jan.  21st,  and  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey, 
maximum  30  on  Mar.  22nd  and  Apr.  12th. 

29  Shag 

Many  more  records  than  usual  during  the  widespread  appearance  of 
Shags  inland  in  S.E.  England  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year. 

E*  Girling  Res.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  2nd  was  found  dead  on  the  16th  (jlfp). 
King  George  V  Res.,  single  immatures  on  Feb.  1st,  Mar.  16th  and 
Apr.  27th  (jCE,  bsms,  jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  seen  on  many  dates 
from  Jan.  25th  to  Mar.  16th,  maximum  four,  all  immatures,  from 
Feb.  24th  to  Mar.  1st  (jf  et  al.)  ;  two  on  Apr.  16th  (rfh). 

E/H  *Nazeing/Broxbourne,  an  immature  on  the  River  Lea  from  Jan.  23rd 
to  Feb.  15th,  when  it  was  found  shot  (bsn). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (twg). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (eab)  ;  an  adult  and  an 
immature  from  Feb.  20th  to  June  1st  (many  observers)  ;  one  in 
flight  on  July  13th  (dc,  cmv).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  2nd 
(aq^),  and  single  birds  on  Mar.  15th  (prc)  and  Oct.  12th  (beg,  Jfg), 
Staines  Res.,  single  birds  on  Mar.  30th,  Apr.  20th  and  May  4th  (mjc, 
PRG,  sg).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  an  immature  from  Feb.  23rd  to 
Mar.  1st  (jf). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  seven  birds,  at  least  four  of  which  were  immatures,  found 
freshly  dead  on  Feb.  1st  (jmg,  fjh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  29th  ;  Walton  and  Molesey  reservoirs, 
single  birds  on  Feb.  8th,  Mar.  22nd  and  Apr.  7th  ;  two  on  Apr.  12th 
and  May  2nd  (beg,  jfg,  sg  et  al.). 

30  Heron 

The  number  of  occupied  nests  at  the  heronries  was  173,  a  decrease  of 
22  on  the  figure  for  1957.  The  oldest  recorded  heronry  in  the  Area, 
at  Wanstead  Park,  Essex,  held  no  occupied  nests,  for  the  first  time 
since  its  discovery  in  1834.  Details  of  a  recovery  of  a  ringed  bird,  and 
certain  records  for  Inner  London,  are  also  given  below. 

E*  Little  Parndon,  four  occupied  nests  (fhj).  Walthanastow  Res., 
62  occupied  nests  (ag,  jlfp,  pfgr)  . 
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M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  86  occupied  nests  (emg).  Inner  London  : 
St.  James’s  Park,  one  to  two  birds,  occasionally  three,  in  all  months  of 
the  year  (am,  abmm,  adt  et  al.). 

S  Gatton  Park,  14  occupied  nests  (hb)  .  Richmond  Park,  seven,  possibly 
eight,  pairs  nested  (bam).  A  bird  recovered  at  South  Godstone  on 
Tan.  11th,  1958,  had  been  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Livermere,  Suffolk, 
on  Apr.  28th,  1957. 

31  Purple  Heron 

Walthamstow  Res.,  an  adult  on  May  25th  (jf).  Satisfactory’’  details 
have  been  received  and  are  published  in  the  Essex  Bird  Report  for  1958. 

45  Mallard 

The  largest  concentrations  reported  were  from  the  River  Thames, 
where  1,600  were  counted  between  Putney  and  Teddington  on 
Nov.  16th  (Wildfowl  Census),  and  from  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx., 
where  <;.700  were  recorded  on  Feb.  23rd  (pjf)  and  Oct.  19th  (beg,  jfc). 

46  Teal 

No  breeding  records  were  received.  Maxima  for  the  main  localities, 
and  a  recovery  of  a  ringed  bird,  are  given  below. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  c.l80  on  Jan.  27th  (beg,  jfc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  130  on  Feb.  2nd  (wht).  Island  Barn  Res.,  c.380 
on  Jan.  25th  (sg)  .  A  drake  recovered  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Jan.  25th, 
1958,  had  been  ringed  as  an  adult  at  Abberton  Reservoir,  Essex,  on 
Nov.  28th,  1957. 

47  Garganey 

H  Broxbourne  S.F.,  a  pair  from  Mar.  29th  to  Apr.  19th,  and  a  drake 
on  May  2nd  (jce,  twg,  bsn). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  duck  from  Apr.  8th  to  1 3th  (lab,  ehw)  .  King  George  VI 
Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  7th  (jwd,  dgh)  and  19th  (jfc,  sg,  men). 
Staines  Moor,  a  pair  on  Mar.  26th  (eab).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  10th  (ehw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  drake  from  Apr.  13th  to  16th  (brs).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (jfc).  Richmond  Park,  a  drake  and  two 
ducks  on  the  Upper  Pen  Pond  on  May  3rd  (edb)  . 

49  Gadwall 

E*  Hainault  Forest  Lake,  five  on  Nov.  30th,  and  one  to  two  between 
Dec.  21st  and  26th  (mje,  frt). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  19th,  and  single  birds  on  Feb.  15th, 
Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  30th  (rp,  bls,  ehw). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (ajc).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year  ^vith  maximum  four  on  Jan.  19th 
and  Mar.  5th  (bec,  jfc,  sg  et  al.).  Staines  reservoirs,  up  to  three  from 
January  to  Mar.  1st,  and  up  to  four  from  Sept.  27th  until  the  end  of 
the  year  (many  observers) . 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  present  throughout  the  year,  maxima  24  on  Apr.  7th 
(irb)  and  17  on  Dec.  27th  (so)  ;  although  two  or  three  pairs  were 
present  during  the  breeding  season,  no  records  of  breeding  have  been 
received.  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (beg,  sg).  Molesey 
Res.,  a  pair  on  May  15th  (beg).  Richmond  Park,  up  to  10  at  the 
Pen  Ponds  in  February  ;  two  on  Aug.  23rd  increasing  to  11  by 
Oct.  25th  ;  four  on  Nov.  22nd  (edb,  ghg,  ajg).  Silvermere,  eight 
on  Oct.  18th  (ghg). 

50  Wigeon 

A  pair  remained  in  the  Staines  area  of  Middx,  until  as  late  as  June  8th 
(beg,  jfg,  et  al.).  Maxima  for  the  main  localities  are  given  below. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  61  on  Mar.  16th  ;  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  116  on 
Feb.  15th  (Wildfowl  Census). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  167  on  Feb.  16th  (Wildfowl  Census).  Staines 
Res.,  250  on  Mar.  5th  (beg,  jfg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  r.50  on  Feb.  8th  (pjf).  Walton  Res.,  48  on  Jan.  4th 
(sg). 

52  Pintail 

Rather  more  records  than  usual.  The  flock  of  29  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Mar.  1st  is  the  largest  yet  recorded  in  the  London  Area. 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  26th  (bsms).  King  George  V 
Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  23rd  (jge).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  11th 
to  Feb.  15th  (twg,  bsn).  Walthamstow  Res.,  eight  on  Aug.  31st 
and  one  on  Sept.  14th  (jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  four  on  Jan.  26th  (bsms).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one 
to  two  from  Jan.  5th  to  Feb.  2nd  (bls,  ehw),  and  from  Dec.  24th 
to  27th  (dhp).  Rye  House  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (twg).  Rye 
Meads,  a  flock  of  29  on  flooded  meadows  on  Mar.  1st  (bsn). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  duck  from  Feb.  8th  to  15th  and  a  drake  on  Mar.  14th 
(lab,  pab,  rfp,  ehw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  7th 
and  12th  (pro,  jwd,  gmv,  gaw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  6th 
(irb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  7th  to  21st,  five  on  Jan.  26th5 
two  Apr.  9th  to  13th  ;  one  on  Dec.  14th  (many  observers).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (beg,  sg).  Syon  House,  two  drakes  on  the 
Thames  on  Mar.  9th  (nrd). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  13th  to  17th  (pjf,  mdk).  Godstone 
Bay  Pond,  a  drake  on  Apr.  24th  (bdh).  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  duck  and 
drake  on  Dec.  26th  (beg,  sg,  dp)  .  Kew  Gardens,  a  drake  on  Jan.  25th 
and  a  pair  on  Mar.  9th  (jwl,  js)  . 

53  Shoveler 

The  only  large  numbers  recorded  were  at  King  George  VI  Res., 
Middx.,  with  a  maximum  of  r.  100  on  Jan.  8th  and  Oct.  19th  and  26th 
(beg,  jfg).  Breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  two  pairs  in  June  and  July  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding  (bsms).  Romford  S.F.,  a  pair  in  flight  on  June  28th  (rrs), 


14 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  duck  with  four  young,  and  up  to  eight  adult 
birds  were  present  in  late  May  (bec,  jfc,  igj).  Inner  London  : 
St.  James’s  Park,  a  full-winged  duck  on  Jan.  25th  (am). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  a  drake  on  June  5th  ;  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on 
July  9th  ;  Molesey  S.F.,  a  duck  on  May  15th  and  a  pair  on  the  17th 
(beg,  jfc,  sg).  Records  from  these  three  localities  may  refer  to  the 
same  birds. 

55  Scaup 

E*  Lea  Valley,  one  to  three  at  the  reservoirs  and  Nazeing  G.P.  between 
Jan.  11th  and  Feb.  16th,  and  single  birds  from  Oct.  11th  until  the 
end  of  the  year  (eight  observers). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Mar.  2nd  (lab,  gbdc). 

M  Brent  Res.,  single  birds  from  Jan.  1st  to  3rd  and  on  Feb.  22nd  and 
23rd  (lab,  ehw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  five  on  many  dates  between 
Jan.  19th  and  Mar.  23rd,  and  a  drake  on  the  unusual  date  of  June 
29th  (beg,  jfc,  sg  et  al.).  Staines  reservoirs,  one  to  two  from  Jan.  11th 
to  May  1st  and  from  Oct.  11th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (many 
observers).  Inner  London  :  St.  James’s  Park,  a  drake  on  Apr.  2nd 
and  16th  (irb,  jfc,  dgh). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  7th  and  14th  (jmc,  fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  to  two  from  January  to  Apr.  7th  (many  obser¬ 
vers).  Island  Barn  Res.,  up  to  four,  all  drakes,  from  Jan.  4th  to 
Feb.  1st  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  dp).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  9th 
(jLFp).  Molesey  Res.,  a  drake  from  Nov.  15th  to  end  of  year  (six 
observers).  Richmond  Park,  one  at  the  Pen  Ponds  on  Mar.  19th 
(bam).  Walton  and  Molesey  reservoirs,  one  to  three  from  Jan.  22nd 
to  Mar.  29th  (many  observers). 

56  Tufted  Dpck 

Maxima  recorded  for  the  main  localities,  breeding  records  and  a 
ringing  recovery  are  given. 

E*  Nazeing  G.P.,  three  pairs  bred  (twg,  bsms,  bsn).  Walthamstow  Res., 
865  on  Jan.  19th  (Wildfowl  Gensus)  ;  at  least  five  pairs  bred  (jf, 

RFP,  NHP). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  eight  pairs  bred,  at  least  five  successfully  (twg, 
bsn).  Gheshunt  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  (bsms).  Hyde  Grete  G.P.,  two 
broods  seen  on  July  6th  (igj). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  c.500  on  Aug.  17th  ;  five  nests  with  eggs  found  in 
June  (beg,  jfc,  sg).  Staines  Res.,  1,118  on  Oct.  12th  (Wildfowl 
Gensus).  Stoke  Newington,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  at  Glissold 
Park  (jhb).  Inner  London  :  breeding  took  place  at  Kensington 
Gardens  (two  pairs),  St.  James’s  Park,  Regent’s  Park  (two  pairs) 
(many  observers). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (jmc,  fjh)  . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  r.  1,000  on  Jan.  25th  and  26th  (rkc,  gcg)  ;  at  least 
four  pairs  bred  (rkc,  jlfp,  wht).  Gatton  Park,  one  pair  bred  (hb, 
adb).  Richmond  Park,  six  pairs  bred  (edb).  Walton  and  Molesey 
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reservoirs,  434  on  Jan.  19th  (Wildfowl  Census).  A  duck  ringed  at 
Walton  Res.,  on  Dec.  12th,  1956,  was  recovered  at  Ust-Tsilma,  Komi, 
U.S.S.R.,  in  May,  1958. 


57  Pochard 

The  only  large  numbers  reported  were  from  *Nazeing  G.P.,  Essex, 
where  the  maximum  was  1,103  on  Jan.  13th  (two),  and  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  Surrey,  maximum  469  on  Jan.  19th  (Wildfowl  Census).  Breed¬ 
ing  records  are  given  below. 

E*  Nazeing  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  (two,  bsms). 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  a  duck  with  four  young  on  June  20th 
(ehw).  Westminster,  a  duck  with  one  small  young  on  the  Thames 
off  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  on  June  18th  (ghg). 

Ferruginous  Duck 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  8th  (dwt).  Satisfactory  details 
have  been  received. 

60  Goldeneye 

E  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  recorded  up  to  Apr.  7th  and  from  Nov.  9th, 
maximum  *30  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Mar.  15th  and  23rd  (jce, 
GGG  et  al.).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  11th  ;  up  to  five  from 
Nov.  22nd  to  end  of  year  (twg,  bsn). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (twg).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  to 
six  up  to  Apr.  30th  ;  two  on  Dec.  1st  (eight  observers). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  1st,  and  one  to  two  from  Nov.  1st  to 

Dec.  1st  (five  observers).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  single  birds  on 
Jan.  19th,  Feb.  16th  and  Dec.  14th  (Wildfowl  Gensus).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  recorded  up  to  Apr.  13th,  maximum  25  on  Jan.  21st  ;  up  to  five 
from  Oct.  25th  to  end  of  year  (many  observers).  Southgate,  one  at 
Grovelands  Park  on  Mar.  1 0th  (bsms)  .  Staines  reservoirs,  present  up 
to  Apr.  27th,  maximum  34  on  Feb.  16th,  and  from  Oct.  26th, 
maximum  44  on  Dec.  27th  (many  observers). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  28th  and  31st  (jfwb,  sk).  Island  Barn 

Res.,  two  on  Apr.  13th  and  one  on  Dec.  27th  (dp).  Walton  and 

Molesey  reservoirs,  recorded  January  to  April,  and  in  November  and 
December,  maximum  10  on  Feb.  11th  (beg,  jfg,  sg  et  al.). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  drake,  considered  to  be  a  different  bird  from 
that  present  at  the  end  of  1957  (see  L.B.R.  22,  p.  10),  was  recorded 
from  Jan.  5th  to  Apr.  30th  and  attained  summer  plumage  during  its 
stay  (hpm  et  al.). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

E*  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  from  Nov.  22nd  to  Dec.  7th  (jhb,  twg,  bsn). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  22nd  to  30th  (pab,  jf,  rfp,  rfs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  29th  (ajg,  sk,  dwt). 
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64  Common  Scoter 

Exceptional  numbers  during  April,  particularly  at  the  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  where  the  flock  of  22  on  the  10th  is  the  largest  number  recorded 
in  the  London  Area  this  century. 

E*  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  6th  ;  a  duck  on  Nov.  22nd  and 
23rd  and  a  drake  on  Nov.  29th  and  30th  (pab,  jf,  rfs). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  single  birds  on  Feb.  23rd,  Apr.  9th,  19th  and  22nd 
(jFcd,  RAC,  BLs)  ;  three  on  Nov.  22nd  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  6th  (dwt).  King  George  VI  Res., 
'  single  drakes  from  Mar.  2nd  to  Apr.  10th  (many  observers),  and  on 
Dec.  27th  (jfc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  nine  on  Apr.  6th  increasing  to 
14  on  9th  and  22  on  the  10th  ;  eight  on  Apr.  11th  and  13th  and  one 
on  the  24th  ;  three  on  May  11th,  four  on  Aug.  23rd  and  two  on 
Dec.  6th  (sG  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  6th,  and  single  birds 
on  Apr.  19th,  Aug.  4th,  Oct.  19th  and  Dec.  14th  and  23rd  (many 
observers) . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  nine,  including  four  drakes,  on  Mar.  25th  (nrd). 
Dulwich  Mill  Pond,  a  duck  on  Apr.  17th  (irb,  djm).  Godstone  Bay 
Pond,  two  on  Apr.  15th  (bdh).  Molesey  Res.,  a  duck  on  Apr.  18th 
(bec,  sg).  Walton  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  22nd  (jfc,  sg,  men). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  *King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  and  23rd,  three  on  Apr.  6th 
and  one  on  Apr.  27th  (flve  observers).  *Nazeing  G.P.,  three  on 
Jan.  21st  (twg).  *Sewardstone  G.P.,  three  on  Mar.  30th  (jlfp). 
^Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  23rd  and  a  pair  on  Dec.  20th 
(jF,  RFs).  West  Thurrock  Marsh,  single  birds  on  Mar.  21st  and 
Apr.  16th  (rh). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  6th  (jfc).  Staines  reservoirs, 
many  records  of  one  to  three  birds  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  26th,  and 
from  Nov.  23rd  until  the  end  of  the  year  (many  observers). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  flying  W.  on  Jan.  25th  (jc,  rcr).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  5th  and  7th  (bec,  jfc,  dp).  Molesey  Res.,  three 
on  Jan.  1st  (bec).  Walton  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  4th  and  one  on  Mar.  1st 
and  8th  (bec,  jfc,  sg,  men). 

70  Goosander 

Recorded  up  to  Apr.  27th  and  from  Oct.  18th  ;  maxima  only  for  the 
main  localities  and  all  records  from  others  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  20  on  Feb.  2nd  ;  *King  George  V  Res.,  42  on  Jan.  12th 
(jlfp).  *Nazeing  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  11th  to  21st  (twg,  bsn). 
^Walthamstow  Res.,  14  on  Jan.  25th  and  Feb.  1st  (pab,  jf). 

H  Hilfleld  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  25th  (ehw). 

M  Hampton,  six  at  Stain  Hill  Res.  on  Feb.  16th  (Wildfowl  Census). 
Hampton  Court  Park,  two  on  Apr.  1st  (fws).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
63  on  Dec.  10th  (bec,  jfc).  Staines  reservoirs,  125  on  Feb.  1st  (cmv). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.30  on  Feb.  13th  (awb).  Ham  House,  three  on  the 
Thames  on  Feb.  4th  (frm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  45  on  Mar.  29th 
(jfc,  men).  Walton  and  Molesey  reservoirs,  226  on  Feb.  3rd  (nfs). 
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71  Smew 

Recorded  up  to  Apr.  15th  and  from  Nov.  22nd  ;  maxima  only  for  the 
main  localities  and  all  records  from  others  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (kb).  Girling  Res.,  three  on 
Jan.  19th  (jlfp).  *Hainault  Forest  Lake,  four  on  Jan.  8th  (cfh). 
King  George  V  Res.,  17  on  Feb.  16th  (jce).  Nazeing  G.P.,  two 
drakes  on  Jan.  11th  (two).  Walthamstow  Res.,  20  on  Feb.  23rd  and 
Mar.  9th  (jf,  arm)  . 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  to  three  up  to  Mar.  23rd  ;  one  Dec.  22nd 
(six  observers).  Ffilfield  Park  Res.,  up  to  four  from  January  to 
March  (bls  et  al.). 

M  Brent  Res.,  48  on  Feb.  16th  (lab).  Edgware,  Canon’s  Park,  up 
to  13  between  Feb.  3rd  and  16th  (ehw).  Hampstead  Heath,  up  to 
five  from  Jan.  16th  to  Mar.  27th,  two  on  Apr.  16th,  and  one  during 

.  the  second  week  of  December  (dedc,  dlg).  Hampton  Filter  Beds, 
two  on  Mar.  16th  ;  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (Wildfowl 
Census).  Lower  Highgate  Pond,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (jhb).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (men).  Staines  Res.,  40  on  Jan.  1st 
(men).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  28  on  Jan.  6th  (jhb).  Wood  Green 
Res.,  present  up  to  Apr.  15th,  maximum  12  on  Jan.  25th  ;  two  on 
Dec.  20th  (fjl,  rfp).  Syon  House,  a  drake  on  the  Thames  on 
Mar.  9th  (nrd).  Inner  London  :  St.  James’s  Park,  one  to  three  from 
Jan.  6th  to  Mar.  29th  (many  observers) . 

S  Barn  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road  reservoirs,  37  on  Jan.  28th  (cAwr). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  single  birds  from  Jan.  25th  to  Feb.  8th,  and  on 
Dec.  21st  (beg,  sg,  men,  dp).  Richmond  Park,  one  from  Jan.  4th 
to  11th  and  on  Feb.  27th  (ajc,  ghg,  pjs).  Walton  and  Molesey 
reservoirs,  up  to  10  in  January  and  February  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  pbl). 

73  Shelduck 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  7th  (bsms).  Walthamstow  Res.,  12  on 
Nov.  23rd  (rfs). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  and  Dec.  28th  (jFcd,  rag,  jdm). 
Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (jFcd,  rag). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd,  two  May  25th,  one  Aug.  20th, 
four  on  Sept.  27th  and  one  Oct.  26th  (many  observers).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  single  birds  from  Aug.  12th  to  16th  and  Sept.  21st  to  Oct.  1st 
(beg,  jfg  et  al.).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (jfg).  Staines 
Res.,  two  to  three  on  Mar.  1st,  Apr.  30th  and  Sept.  27th  (dgh,  ehw). 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  up  to  six  between  Feb.  1st  and  May  11th 
(rjf,  fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (jfg,  sg).  Barn  Elms  and 
Lonsdale  Road  reservoirs,  an  immature  from  Nov.  13th  to  Dec.  27th 
was  described  as  unusually  tame  and  may,  therefore,  have  escaped 
from  captivity  (ajg,  pjf,  ggg  et  al.).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on 
Jan.  24th,  four  on  Jan.  26th  and  Feb.  2nd  ;  one  on  Sept.  14th  and 
Oct.  18th  (brs).  Gatton  Park,  one  on  Nov.  26th  (adb,  dmb). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  13  on  Sept.  28th,  and  one  to  two  on  Oct.  25th, 
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Nov.  16th  and  22nd  (jfc,  sg,  men,  dp).  Mitcham  Common,  four 
flushed  from  a  pond  on  Jan.  26th  flew  off  towards  Beddington  S.F. 
(dag).  Walton  and  Molesey  reservoirs,  single  birds  on  Mar.  2nd  and 
Oct.  29th  (beg,  dar). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

M  Dollis  Hill,  C.40  flying  N.N.W.  on  Jan.  23rd  (es).  King  George  VI 
Res.  and  Staines  Moor,  an  immature  on  Feb.  1st  and  an  adult  and 
two  immatures  on  Feb.  2nd  (prg,  men,  aq,,  gmv).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
five  on  Oct.  19th  (beg,  jfg,  sg,  men). 

78(a)  Bean  Goose 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  from  Jan.  4th  to  6th  (jg,  bsm,  rgr)  .  The  follow¬ 
ing  details  have  been  extracted  from  the  observers’  notes. 

The  birds  were  watched  at  distances  down  to  100  yards  at  which 
range  they  became  restless  and  uneasy.  Description  :  very  large 
dark  geese  with  noticeably  long  necks.  Heads  and  necks  appeared 
darker  than  other  grey  geese  and  the  forewing  was  not  pale  as  in 
Grey  Lag.  Bills  were  black  with  orange-yellow  markings,  one  bird 
showing  considerably  more  colour  than  the  other.  Legs,  orange- 
yellow. 

75-78 .  Grey  Geese 

M  Dollis  Hill,  16  flying  N.W.  on  Mar.  29th  (es).  Harefield,  c.20  in 
flight  on  Jan.  9th  (tlb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  24  in  flight  on  Nov.  30th 
(beg,  jfg,  sg,  men).  Staines  Res.,  r.40  in  flight  high  over  the  reservoir 
on  Jan.  25th  (gow).  Sunbury,  16  flying  W.N.W.  on  Nov.  8th 
(kfwd,  pmd). 

S  Addington,  r.40  flying  N.W.  on  Feb.  9th  (ds).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  at 
12.50  hrs  on  Jan.  25th,  thirty-forty  approached  from  the  N.E.  at 
considerable  height  and  flew  off  N.W.  (ajg) — possibly  the  same  party 
as  seen  at  Staines  Res.,  Middx.,  on  the  same  day.  Crystal  Palace, 
c.20  flying  N.  at  11.00  hrs  on  Jan.  27th  (irb).  Richmond,  13  flying 
S.W.  at  07.45  hrs  on  Jan.  24th  (ghg). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Pairs  bred  at  Painshill  Park,  Cobham,  Surrey  (dp)  and  at  Kelsey 
Park,  Kent  (awb,  pmw),  to  which  locality  a  pair  was,  however,  intro¬ 
duced  in  1957.  Other  records  of  single  birds  and  small  parties  were 
received  from  several  localities  throughout  the  Area  and  may  refer 
to  full-winged  birds  introduced  to  the  Inner  London  parks  in  1955. 

84  Mute  Swan 

E  Wanstead  Flats,  one  recovered  on  Apr.  21st,  1958,  had  been  ringed 
as  a  juvenile  at  Hemel  Hempstead,  Hertfordshire,  on  Oct.  13th,  1957. 

H  St.  Albans,  an  immature  ringed  on  Nov.  15th,  1958,  was  present  at 
Highgate,  Middx.,  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  immatures  on  Mar.  2nd  (lab,  gbdg). 
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91  Buzzard 

M  Harefield  and  Ruislip  Common,  one  seen  independently  by  jwd  and 
BPP  on  Feb.  26th.  Twickenham,  one  soaring  on  Oct.  17th  (eab). 
Inner  London  :  High  Holborn,  one  circling  at  r.300  ft  on  Oct.  15th 
(sc). 

Buzzard  (species  not  identified) 

H  Digswell,  three  circled  slowly  southwards,  calling,  into  the  Area  on 
Sept.  28th  (two). 

95  Kite 

B/M  Near  Wraysbury,  one  drifting  slowly  W.  at  less  than  100  ft.  on  Apr.  1st 
(ra). 

M  Shepherd’s  Bush,  one  circling  above  the  BBC  Television  Studios  at 
a  height  of  some  200  ft.  on  May  20th  (es). 

Satisfactory  details  have  been  received  in  respect  of  both  these  records, 
each  observer  noting  narrow  angled  wings,  markedly  forked  tail,  pale 
patch  on  underside  of  wing,  and  dark  tips  to  the  well-splayed  primaries. 

100  Heu  Harrier 

S  Chelsham,  an  adult  male  seen  quartering  a  large  stubble-field  near 
Worms  Heath  on  Dec.  28th  (hep). 

103  Osprey 

E*  Lea  Valley,  one  seen  on  many  occasions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Girling  and  King  George  V  reservoirs  between  Sept.  4th  and  25th. 
The  bird  was  watched  fishing  on  several  days  ;  on  one  occasion  it 
was  seen  to  take  a  Moorhen,  and  on  another  a  large  bat  from  a  party 
feeding  at  dusk  along  the  King  George  V  Res.  bank  (jce,  fr  et  al). 

104  Hobby 

M  Neasden,  one  flying  N.W.  on  Sept.  9th  (es).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two 
pursuing  Sand  Martins  on  Aug.  6th  (irb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
on  Sept.  10th  (bg).  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  one  on  May  11th  (bec,  jfc, 

aq). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  2nd  (jfc,  sg).  Oxshott,  Prince’s 
Coverts,  one  on  June  2nd  and  July  4th  (bec,  jgs). 

105  Peregrine 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  male  flying  S.E.  on  Jan.  7th  ;  Dollis  Hill,  a  male  on 
Jan.  8th,  20th  and  22nd  (es).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  in 
flight  on  Nov.  1st  (prg,  cdtm). 

107  Merlin 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (lab)  .  King  George  VI  Res.  and  Staines 

Moor,  a  female  on  Mar.  9th  (prc).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  a  male  on 
Apr.  27th  (bsms). 

110  Kestrel 

M  Inner  London  :  South  Kensington,  a  pair  again  nested  at  the 
Imperial  Institute  but  no  young  were  reared  (rwh,  smks,  ret). 
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115  Red-legged  Partridge 

Although  birds  were  reported  during  the  breeding  season  from  many 
widely  scattered  localities  throughout  the  Area,  only  two  records  of 
breeding  have  been  received  ;  from  Osterley  Park,  Middx,  (two  pairs 
— dgh),  and  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey  (one  pair — brs). 

117  Quail 

K  Horton  Kirby,  at  least  two  heard  on  several  dates  between  July  6th 
and  12th  (wib,  prc,  hfg). 

S  Near  Woodmansterne,  one  heard  calling  in  a  barley  field  from 
July  13th  to  20th  (adb,  dmb). 

120  Water  Rail 

H  Hadley  Wood  Lake,  two  on  Mar.  9th  ;  Napsbury  S.F.,  one  on 
Jan.  26th  (gbdc).  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  19th  ;  Park 
Street,  at  least  one  pair  present  from  May  to  July  ;  one  on  Sept.  21st 
(ehw)  . 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  26th  and  Oct.  25th  (lab,  ehw).  Fulham, 
one  crashed  through  a  window  of  Hurlingham  School  on  Apr.  8th 
(mk).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  to  two  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  26th 
(dedc,  dlg,  dwt).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  many  dates  up  to  Apr.  19th 
and  again  from  Oct.  12th  (dgh).  Poyle,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (tlb). 
Ruislip  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (jwd,  igj).  Staines  Moor,  single 
birds  on  Mar.  19th  and  29th  and  Apr.  15th  ;  one  to  two  from 
Nov.  16th  to  Dec.  14th  (beg,  jfc,  sg  et  al.).  Wraysbury  River,  two 
on  Jan.  1st  (eab).  A  bird  found  dead  at  Enfield  Lock  on  Nov.  16th, 
1955,  had  been  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Zwarte  Meer,  Overijssel, 
Holland  on  Aug.  19th,  1955. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  26th  and  Nov.  23rd  ;  one  on  Nov.  26th 
(fjh,  pmw)' 

S  Addlestone,  two  at  the  Mill  Pond  on  Dec.  29th  (ghg).  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  single  birds  on  Jan.  5th  and  23rd  and  Apr.  7th  (sk,  nhp,  wht). 
Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  three  January  to  April,  and  one  to  two 
October  to  December  (brs).  Fetcham,  one  at  the  watercress  beds 
on  Dec.  26th  (mjc).  Godstone,  two  from  Apr.  8th  to  14th  and  on 
Dec.  21st  (adb,  ds).  Molesey  Res.,  a  freshly  dead  bird  on  Nov.  15th 
(jfc,  sg).  Inner  London  :  Battersea,  one  found  in  a  drainpipe  on 
Mar.  2 1st  was  kept  alive  for  two  days  and  then  released  at  North  Gray, 
Kent  (ret). 

125  Corncrake 

S  Chessington,  an  immature  found  freshly  dead  beneath  telephone 
wires  on  Sept.  28th  (dp).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (ghg). 
Oxshott,  Prince’s  Goverts,  one  flushed  on  Apr.  20th  (dp). 

127  Coot 

Records  of  breeding  in  Inner  London,  of  large  numbers  at  Hilfield 
Park  Res.,  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 
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H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  unusually  large  numbers  in  January,  maximum 
1,150  on  the  25th,  and  from  October  to  December,  maximum  829  on 
Oct.  12th  (JDM,  BLS). 

M  Greenford,  one  found  dead  under  wires  on  Jan.  18th,  1958,  had  been 
ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Juvintas  Reserve,  Mariampole,  Lithuania,  on 
Sept.  4th,  1956.  Inner  London  ;  St.  James’s  Park,  23  pairs  nested  ; 
32  young  reared  (sc,  dgh).  Hyde  Park,  one  pair  hatched  two 
broods  (dp). 

S  Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park,  10  pairs  bred,  nine  successfully 
(jnar). 

131  Oyster  catcher 

E*  Chingford,  one  calling  in  flight  at  23.45  hrs.  on  June  18th  (jlfp). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  six  in  flight  on  Aug.  31st  (hlr,  caw).  Mill 
Hill,  one  calling  in  flight  before  dawn  on  Aug.  17th  (ehw).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  six  on  Feb.  23rd  and  single  birds  on  Apr.  19th  and  20th 
and  May  24th  ;  seven  Aug.  10th  and  one  on  Aug.  17th  (seven 
observers) . 

S  Grystal  Palace,  several  calling  in  flight  at  night  on  Apr.  15th,  and 
another  on  Apr.  18th  (mjc). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  one  on  May  29th  (acp)  .  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  25th 
and  Sept.  21st  (bsms).  Romford  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  and  six  on 
Aug.  24th  (rrs).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  7th  and  one  on 
23rd  (jF,  RFP,  frt).  West  Thurrock  Marsh,  20  on  Mar.  21st,  50 
Apr.  16th,  12  May  1 1th  and  40  on  Dec.  26th  (rh). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  to  four  from  Apr.  19th  to  May  11th,  and  on 
July  14th  and  28th  and  Aug.  9th  (two,  bsms). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  from  Feb.  2nd  to  Mar.  16th  (a^)  ;  spring  passage. 
Mar.  27th  to  June  8th,  maximum  28  on  May  11th  ;  autumn  passage, 
July  6th  to  Oct.  12th,  maximum  85  on  Aug.  19th  (many  observers). 
Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  and  five  on  Sept.  12th  (jf). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  19th  ;  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  five  on 
May  25th  (mjc). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  pair  present  at  Littlebrook  from  Mar.  16th  to 
June  22nd,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (fjh)  (see  L.B.R.  22,  p.  14). 
Swanscombe  Marshes,  spring  passage,  small  parties  from  Feb.  25th 
onwards  ;  autumn  passage,  Aug.  13th  to  Sept.  28th,  maximum  r.60  on 
Aug.  13th  ;  eight  on  Nov.  30th  and  26  on  Dec.  14th  (wib,  jmc,  rjf). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  29th,  and  one  on  Aug.  7th  (jfwb,  nhp). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  5th,  May  17th  and  18th  and  Aug.  4th, 
two  Aug.  21st  and  three  on  Sept.  3rd  (brs).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  on 
Mar.  1st  (bec,  nfs).  Esher  S.F.,  one  to  two  from  Mar.  15th  to  27th 
(six  observers).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (men).  Molesey 
S.F.,  single  birds  on  Aug.  16th,  23rd  and  27th,  and  Oct.  15th  (bec, 
jFC,  MEN,  dp).  Walton  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  6th,  7th  and  10th,  and 
seven  Aug.  16th  (bec,  jfc,  sg,  men).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  16th 
(dp). 
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135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

About  32  pairs  summered  and  of  these  at  least  25  are  known  to 
have  nested.  These  figures  show  a  slight  increase  over  those  for 
1957  and  are  the  highest  recorded  in  the  fifteen  years  that  the  species 
has  bred  in  the  Area. 

E*  Nine  pairs  were  located,  at  five  sites  ;  seven  pairs  appear  to  have 
nested  but  the  fledging  success  is  uncertain.  Small  numbers  were 
seen  at  Romford  S.F.  in  late  May,  June  and  July,  with  a  maximum  of 
six  on  July  6th  (jf,  two,  acp,  aps  et  al,). 

H  Ten  pairs  summered,  as  in  1957,  and  nine  pairs  are  known  to  have 
nested.  Four  sites  had  single  pairs  but  at  the  fifth  six  pairs  nested  in 
June  after  attempts  by  four  pairs  in  May  had  been  frustrated  by 
flooding  (two,  arm,  ehw  et  al.).  One,  ringed  as  a  chick  on  May  27th, 

1957,  was  recovered  near  Melilla,  Spanish  Morocco,  on  Apr.  18th, 

1958.  At  Broxbourne  S.F.,  12  were  seen  on  July  8th,  16  from  July 
23rd  to  29th,  three  on  Aug.  26th  and  two  on  Sept.  20th  (two,  bsn). 

M  Only  known  to  have  nested  at  one  site.  Eight  nests  were  found  but 
only  five  pairs  are  thought  to  have  been  present  ;  there  was  a  heavy 
loss  of  eggs  due  to  flooding,  and  possibly  to  human  predation  and 
disturbance,  and  it  seems  unlikely  that  more  than  two  broods  reached 
the  free-flying  stage  (prc,  sg,  aq,  et  al.).  At  another  site  two  pairs 
were  present  throughout  May  and  June  but  there  was  no  proof  of 
breeding  (hab).  At  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  five  were  seen  on  Apr.  4th, 
seven  on  the  6th,  eight  on  the  12th  and  smaller  numbers  throughout 
the  month  ;  large  numbers  were  again  seen  in  early  July  when  13 
were  present  on  the  5th  and  1 7th  ;  the  last  bird  was  on  Oct.  1st  (many 
observers).  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  low  over  grass 
and  heard  calling  on  Aug.  27  th  (ehw).  The  first  record  of  this  species 
in  Inner  London. 

K  At  one  site',  a  pair  laid  but  eventually  deserted  ;  two  adults  and  two 
juveniles  seen  nearby  on  Sept.  17th  may  indicate  a  later  nest  or  may 
have  been  on  passage  (wib,  fjh).  At  another  site  a  pair  behaved  as 
if  breeding  but  no  proof  was  obtained  (wb)  . 

S  Three  pairs  bred,  at  two  sites.  Three  birds  summered  at  another 
site  but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding  although  nine  birds  were  seen 
on  July  12th  (jfc,  sg,  dp).  Occasional  birds  were  seen  in  the  spring 
and  autumn  at  the  sewage  farms  at  Epsom,  Esher,  Molesey  and 
Beddington. 

136  Kentish  Plover 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  female,  first  seen  by  jc  and  vag  and  later 
shown  to  HPM,  was  observed  at  close  range  for  over  two  hours  on 
Apr.  1st.  Very  full  details  have  been  received.  There  are  only  two 
previous  records  for  the  London  Area  this  century,  both  at  the  Staines 
reservoirs. 


139  Grey  Plover 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  2 1st  (ehw)  ’. 
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M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (eab).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  May  4th  and  18th  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  aq,).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
Dec.  7th  (aq^). 

K  Dartford,  five  flying  down  river  on  Jan.  26th  (gmc). 

140  Golden  Plover 

Reported  frequently  up  to  Apr.  30th  and  from  Sept.  6th,  mainly  from 
S.W.  Middx.,  Herts.,  Essex  and  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey.  Largest 
numbers  were  recorded  as  usual  in  the  Shenleybury  area  in  Herts., 
where  a  maximum  of  300  was  present  on  Nov.  23rd  and  30th  (tlb, 
EHw)  ;  elsewhere,  maximum  numbers  were  c.200  at  Nazeing  G.P., 
Essex,  on  Mar.  9th  (bsms),  and  c.lOO  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on 
Jan.  24th  (brs).  A  tired  bird  with  the  characteristics  of  the  Northern 
race  {C.  a.  altifrons)  was  seen  in  Richmond  Park,  Surrey,  on  Apr.  4th 
(vfh)  . 

143  Turnstone 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (bsms). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  June  18th  (jfc).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two 
on  June  1st  (beg,  sg,  aq,),  two  on  Aug.  3rd  (sk),  and  one  from  Aug.  10th 
to  17th  (eight  observers).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  (beg, 
jfc).  Staines  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  10th  and  one  Sept.  27th  (five 
observers) . 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  two  on  Jan.  26th  and  one  on  Feb.  23rd  (rjf). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  six  on  May  1st  (jfc). 

145  Snipe 

Breeding  records  and  large  counts  only  are  given. 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  *one  pair  bred  ;  100  on  Dec.  15th  (twg,  bsms). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  three  pairs  bred  ;  200  on  Aug.  30th,  250  on  Sept.  6th, 
and  100  on  Dec.  14th  (twg,  bsms). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  r.l50  on  Mar.  2nd  (beg,  jfc). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  c.l50  during  December  (hpm,  mm). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  four  pairs  bred  ;  r.500  on  Nov.  22nd  (brs).  Epsom 
S.F.,  C.150  on  Jan.  1 1th  and  Feb.  1st  ;  numbers  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  lower  than  usual  (maximum  c.60)  as  a  result  of  the  gradual 
closing  down  of  the  sewage  farm  (mjc,  Aq). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Many  records  of  one  to  three  birds  up  to  Apr.  19th  and  from 
Sept.  20th.  Larger  numbers  were  recorded  from  Stanwellmoor  G.P., 
Middx.,  maximum  10  on  Oct.  26th  (Aq),  and  in  Surrey  at  Beddington 
S.F.,  maximum  25  on  Jan.  25th  (brs),  Epsom  S.F.,  20  from  January 
to  March  (mjc,  dp),  and  Hersham  S.F.,  five  in  November  and 
December  (beg,  jfc  et  al.).  A  bird  ringed  at  Epsom  S.F.  on  Dec.  7th, 
1957,  was  recovered  at  St.  Augustin,  Charente-Maritime,  France,  on 
Jan.  3rd,  1958. 
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148  Woodcock 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

H  Single  birds  roding  at  Balls  Wood,  Hertford,  on  June  5th,  and 
Cowheath  Wood  on  June  12th  (ll).  Broad  Riding  Wood,  an  adult 
with  well-grown  young  on  May  30th  (twg). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  May  11th  (gb).  Esher  Common,  two 
birds  roding  on  several  evenings  from  May  to  July  (jcsF,  jfc,  dp). 
Headley  valley,  one  roding  on  May  30th  and  June  14th  (gmc). 
Ockham  Common,  two  roding  in  May  and  June  (jcsf,  hpm).  Oxshott, 
Prince’s  Coverts,  two  roding  throughout  June  (jfc,  sg).  . 

150  Curlew 

Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year  except  May  and  December.  The 
largest  numbers  reported  were  nine  at  the  King  George  VI  Res., 
Middx.,  on  Sept.  13th  (cdj),  nine  at  Staines  Res.,  Middx.,  on 
Aug.  30th  (ajc),  12  flying  E.  over  Harrow  Hill,  Middx.,  on  Oct.  24th 
(chf),  and  12  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Aug.  10th  (brs). 

151  Whimbrel 

E  *Girling  Res.,  five  flying  S.  on  Aug.  19th  (bsms).  *Hainault  Forest, 
one  in  flight  on  July  27th  (acp).  *King  George  V  Res.,  four  on 
.May  4th  and  one  on  Aug.  31st  (jce).  *Rainham,  one  on  Aug.  8th 
(swLs).  *Romford  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (rrs).  West  Thurrock 
Marsh,  four  on  May  11th  (rh). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  May  5th  (twg).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on 
Aug.  9th  (bsms). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  single  birds  on  Apr.  30th,  May  1st  and 
Aug.  9th  (ree,  hpm,  nhp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (prc, 
DGH,  AQ^,  caw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  10th,  one  on  the 
11th,  andT6  in  flight  on  the  17th  (eight  observers).  Staines  Res., 
two  on  Aug.  24th  and  one  on  Oct.  15th  (five  observers). 

K  Charlton,  one  flying  E.S.E.  on  Aug.  10th  (jfb).  Swanscombe 
Marshes,  one  seen  and  others  heard  on  May  7th  (rjf). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  26th,  five  on  Aug.  10th,  one  to  two 
Aug.  20th  to  30th,  and  four  on  Sept.  12th  (brs).  Epsom,  one  calling 
after  dark  on  May  6th  (jgs).  Epsom  S.F.,  10  on  May  8th  (mjc,  kde). 
Esher  Common,  nine  flying  S.  on  July  29th  (trs).  Island  Barn  Res., 
one  on  Aug.  15th  (jfc).  Kenley,  heard  calling  in  flight  at  22.30  hrs. 
on  Aug.  19th  (vag).  Walton  Res.,  12  flying  W.S.W.  on  Aug.  9th 
(sg). 

154  Black-tailed  God  wit 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  one  on  Aug.  7th  (rjf). 

155  Bar-tailed  God  wit 

M  Dollis  Hill,  birds  heard  calling  in  flight  after  dark  on  Mar.  23rd  (es). 

M/E*  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  flushed  on  Aug..  19th  flew  over  the  county 
boundary  to  the  Girling  Res.  (jf). 
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156  Green  Sandpiper 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year,  but  most  frequently  in  April, 
and  in  August  and  September.  On  spring  passage  the  maximum 
recorded  was  five  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  Herts.,  on  Apr.  12th  (two)  ; 
in  autumn,  maxima  were  12  at  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  Herts.,  on  Aug.  26th 
(bsms),  eight  at  Molesey  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  2nd  (jfc)  and  seven 
at  Hersham  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Aug.  17th  (beg,  men,  dp). 


157  Wood  Sandpiper 

Fewer  records  than  usual. 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (bsms). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  single  birds  on  July  27th,  Aug.  9th  and  Sept.  13th 
(twg,  bsms). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  single  birds  on  June  28th  and  Sept.  7th,  8th,  13th 
and  23rd  (seven  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  7th 

(JCE,  JF). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  July  13th  (jmc).  Swanscombe  Marshes,  one  on 
Sept.  4th  (rjf). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  May  5th,  6th,  20th  and  23rd  ;  two  on 
Aug.  1 1th,  and  single  birds  on  Aug.  12th  and  29th  and  Sept.  15th  and 
16th  (brs). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  5th  to  May  26th  ;  autumn  passage  from 
June  28th  to  Oct.  21st.  Other  records  are  given  below. 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  a  pair  present  from  April  to  June  but  there  was 
no  proof  of  breeding  (gbdc). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  single  birds  from  Jan.  13th  to  Feb.  3rd  and  on 
Mar.  16th,  Nov.  27th  and  Dec.  14th  (beg,  jfg,  pjf,  sg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  15th  remained  until  the  end  of  the 
year  (ajg,  pjf,  sk,  mdk).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (bsm). 
Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  13th  (pjf). 

161  Redshank 

All  breeding  records,  and  winter  records  other  than  for  the  Thames 
marshes,  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (bsms).  Romford  S.F.,  one 
on  Feb.  8th,  five  on  Nov.  2nd,  and  one  on  Dec.  7th  and  13th  (rrs). 
H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  five  pairs,  at  least  three  of  which  bred  (twg). 

M  Enfield  Lock,  one  pair  (bsms).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  21st  and 
30th  (lab,  dgh,  rfp).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (jf). 
Stanwellmoor  GT.,  three  pairs,  two  of  which  bred  (mjg). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  one  pair  (as).  Stone  Marshes,  two  or  three  pairs 
bred  (fjh)  . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  10  pairs  bred  ;  one  seen  on  many  dates  in  December 
(brs).  Dulwich,  one  calling  in  flight  on  Jan.  24th  (irb,  trs).  Epsom 
S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (jgs).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  pair  (beg,  jfg,-^dp). 
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162  Spotted  Redshank 

E*  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  2nd  (jf). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (bsms). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  June  22nd  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  aq^).  Stanwellmoor 
G.P.,  one  on  June  28th  (dgh). 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  one  on  Jan.  26th  and  Aug.  20th  (rjf). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  and  24th  arrived  with  other  waders 
during  a  brief  spell  of  severe  weather  (bsm,  rcr)  . 

165  Greenshank 

In  spring  the  only  records  were  from  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  Middx., 
where  up  to  four  birds  were  present  from  May  18th  to  28th,  and 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  Surrey,  where  a  single  bird  was  seen  betw^een  May  3rd 
and  5th.  Autumn  passage  lasted  from  July  20th  to  Oct.  12th,  with 
peak  numbers  in  late  August  and  early  September,  maximum  seven 
at  the  Girling  Res.,  Essex,  on  Aug.  25th. 

169  Knot 

E*  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (jf). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  19th  (twg,  bsn). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  single  birds  on  May  4th  and  Aug.  31st  (six 
observers).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  4th,  presumably  the  same 
bird  as  recorded  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  and  one  on  Oct.  1st  (eab, 

BEG,  SG,  Aq). 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  three  on  Sept.  21st  and  28th  (rjf). 

171  Little  Stint 

Far  fewer  records  than  usual  were  received  in  contrast  with  the 
exceptional  passage  in  the  autumn  of  1957. 

M  Perry  Oak^  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  2nd  ;  single  birds  on  Aug.  4th  and  12th 
and  from  Sept.  5th  to  8th  (many  observers). 

S  Walton  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  7th  (dp). 

173  Temmick’s  Stint 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (rjf).  Satisfactory  details 
have  been  received. 

176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  from  Sept.  20th  to  28th  was  seen  by  many 
observers.  Full  details  have  been  received. 

178  Dunlin 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  8th  (bsms).  Romford  S.F.,  one  on 
Nov.  2nd  (rrs).  Walthamstow  Res.,  single  birds  on  May  11th  and 
on  several  dates  in  August  and  September  (jf,  frt).  West  Thurrock 
Marsh,  flocks  of  up  to  120  birds  were  seen  between  March  and  May 
and  in  August  and  December  (rh).- 

FI  Broxbourne  S.F.,  three  to  four  from  July  24th  to  29th  and  on 
Aug.  16th  (bsn).  IFilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  5th  and  Oct.  19th 
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(jFcdjRAc).  London  Colney,  one  on  Oct.  1 1th  ;  Old  Parkbury  G.P., 
one  on  Sept.  21st  (ehw).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  spring  passage,  Apr.  19th 
to  May  13th  in  numbers  up  to  four  ;  autumn  passage,  July  12th  to 
28th,  maximum  22  on  the  27th  (two,  bsn). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (lab).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on 
Apr.  26th  (jf).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  15th,  up  to  six  in 
September  and  October,  and  one  on  Nov.  9th  and  23rd  (five 
observers).  Ruislip  Res.,  one  on  June  8th  (tlb).  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
and  Staines  reservoirs,  one  to  two  between  Feb.  2nd  and  Mar.  5th  ; 
spring  passage.  Mar.  15th  to  Apr.  30th,  maximum  10  at  Perry  Oaks  on 
Mar.  30th  and  Apr.  6th  ;  autumn  passage,  July  17th  to  Oct.  19th  with 
stragglers  to  Dec.  6th,  maximum  32  at  Perry  Oaks,  and  a  different 
party  of  23  at  the  reservoirs,  on  July  27th  (many  observers). 

K  Thames  Marshes,  flocks  of  up  to  r.450  at  Swanscombe  and  r.200  at 
Stone  were  seen  during  the  winter  months  (wib,  rjf,  fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  single  birds  on  Apr.  27th,  May  18th,  Oct.  18th  and 
Nov.  10th  ;  two  on  Nov.  29th  (rkc,  ajc,  trs,  dwt).  Beddington  S.F., 
five  from  Jan.  22nd  to  24th  and  one  on  Mar.  8th,  Apr.  1st  and 
Nov.,  16th  (brs).  Hersham  S.F.,  two  on  May  15th  and  15  on  Sept. 
20th  (beg,  ghg).  Esher  S.F.,  tv/o  on  Apr.  7th  and  July  4th  (beg, 
jFG,  SG,  dp)  .  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  30th  (beg,  jfg)  .  Molesey 
Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (sg).  Molesey  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  7th  and  one 
May  10th,  Oct.  4th  and  11th  (beg,  jfg,  sg,  men).  Walton  G.P.  and 
Res.,  one  to  four  from  Aug.  6th  to  23rd,  one  on  Oct.  11th  and  12th, 
and  two  Nov.  4th  (five  observers) . 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

^  Only  two  records  were  received  : 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  19th  (twg,  bsn). 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (wib). 

181  Sanderling 

E*  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  24th  (nhp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  1 1  on  May  26th 
(ggg,  nhp).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  11th  (beg,  jfg,  sg). 
Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  25th  (sg,  Aq). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (brs). 

183  Broad-billed  Sandpiper 

H  An  individual  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  July  27th  (twg,  jmv)  and  at 
Broxbourne  S.F.  (two  miles  to  the  south)  from  Aug.  8th  to  19th  (twg, 
BSN,  jmv).  Very  full  details  have  been  received  ;  extracts  are  given 
below. 

The  bird  was  watched  on  several  occasions  at  ranges  of  20  yards  or 
less.  At  Rye  Meads  it  was  seen  near,  but  not  in  company  with,  a 
party  of  Dunlin,  from  which  species  it  appeared  smaller  and  stockier, 
and  was  darker  on  the  mantle  and  back,  while  at  Broxbourne  it  was 
seen  close  to  a  Little  Ringed  Plover  from  which  it  was  indistinguish¬ 
able  in  size.  On  all  occasions  it  was  very  inactive  and  appeared 
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reluctant  to  fly  any  distance.  The  main  features  were  the  dark  mantle 
and  back,  broad  incomplete  “  V  ”  of  buff  on  the  back  and  scapulars, 
and  the  broad  whitish-buff  eye-stripe  and  blackish  crown.  The  bill 
was  noticeably  longer  than  the  head  and  had  a  distinct  downward 
kink,  as  opposed  to  a  curve,  towards  the  end.  The  legs  were  relatively 
short,  appearing  grey-brown  in  good  light  and  black  at  other  times. 
In  flight  an  off-white  wing  bar  was  just  discernable.  The  bird  was 
heard  to  call  only  once — “  zwii-zwii  ”  or  swee-swee’\ 

184  Ruff 

The  flock  present  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Middx.,  at  the  end  of  1957  (see 
L.B.R.  22,  p.  20)  had  apparently  disappeared  by  Jan.  1st  and  the  only 
record  from  the  sewage  farm  during  the  month  was  of  three  birds  on 
the  19th.  Elsewhere  in  January,  five  were  seen  at  Stone  Marshes, 
Kent,  on  the  19th,  four  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  the  24th,  and 
two  there  and  one  at  Esher  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  the  25th.  Single  birds 
were  present  at  Beddington  and  Epsom  sewage  farms  on  Feb.  1st  and 
2nd  respectively,  and  on  the  9th  six  were  seen  at  London  Airport, 
12  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  and  one  at  Stone  Marshes.  At 
Perry  Oaks,  there  were  five  on  Feb.  16th  and  13  on  the  23rd,  and  birds 
were  present  in  the  sewage  farm  area  continuously  from  Mar.  1st  to 
Apr.  17th;  on  only  three  occasions  did  their  numbers  exceed  twenty 
— on  Mar.  1st  (21),  Apr.  6th  (27)  and  Apr.  12th  (22).  None  was 
recorded  from  Perry  Oaks  in  May,  but  elsewhere  there  were  four  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  the  3rd  and  4th,  one  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  Herts.,  on 
the  3rd  and  seven  there  on  the  4th,  and  one  at  Stanwellmoor  G.P., 
Middx.,  on  the  25th. 

On  return  passage  the  first  record  is  of  two  birds  at  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
on  July  14th.  There  was  no  other  July  record  but  in  August  two  were 
seen  at  Perjry  Oaks  on  the  4th  and  seven  there  on  the  19th,  and  single 
birds  were  recorded  at  Beddington  S.F.  between  the  15th  and  21st  and 
at  Ponders  End  S.F.,  Middx.,  on  the  25th.  The  main  autumn 
passage  took  place  between  Sept.  7th  and  Oct.  11th,  chiefly  at  Perry 
Oaks,  where  the  maximum  was  18  on  Sept.  25th  ;  elsewhere  the 
maximum  was  only  eight — at  Swanscombe  Marshes,  Kent,  on 
Sept.  17th.  Small  numbers  were  reported  from  Perry  Oaks  between 
late  October  and  mid-December,  and  on  Dec.  28th  a  party  of  27 
was  recorded.  Single  birds  were  also  present  in  December  at 
Romford  S.F.,  Essex,  on  the  6th  and  Beddington  S.F.  on  the  21st. 

185  Avocet 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  at  Littlebrook  on  Apr.  6th  (fjh). 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  24th  and  25th  (abp). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  24th  to  Oct.  12th  ;  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th  and  18th  (many  observers). 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  one  from  Oct.  9th  to  12th  was  trapped  and  ringed  on  the 
10th  (mjc,  kde  et  al.). 
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198  Greater  Black-backed  Gull 

The  largest  concentrations  reported  were  of  birds  gathering  to  roost, 
at  King  George  V  and  Girling  reservoirs,  Essex,  r.250  on  Jan.  25th  and 
26th  (jLFP),  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Herts.,  r.200  on  Jan.  25th  (bls),  and 
at  Walton  and  Molesey  reservoirs,  Surrey,  360  on  Jan.  22nd  (beg). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

The  largest  flocks  reported  during  the  winter  months  were  c.300  at 
Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Jan.  24th  (brs)  and  c.220  gathering  to 
roost  at  King  George  V  and  Girling  reservoirs,  Essex,  on  Jan.  25th 
and  26th  (jlfp)  .  The  autumn  passage  was  very  heavy  ;  details  of  the 
larger  roosting  flocks,  of  large  numbers  at  Chiswick,  and  of  a  ringing 
recovery,  are  given  below. 

E*  Girling  Res.,  2,000  on  Aug.  17th,  4,500  on  Aug.  25th,  8,000  on 
Sept.  1st,  7,250  on  Sept.  17th,  1,500  on  Oct.  7th,  and  460  on  Nov.  1st 
(bsms,  bsn).  One  recovered  at  Leyton  on  Aug.  28th,  1956,  had  been 
ringed  as  young  at  Kinn,  Sogn  og  Fjordane,  Norway,  on  July  10th, 
1955. 

M  Chiswick,  1,000+  on  Duke’s  Meadow  on  July  30th  (rhk). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  r.  1,000  on  Sept.  2nd,  c.  1,200  on  Sept.  15th,  and 
c.3,000  on  Sept.  18th  (jfc,  dp). 

200  Herring  Gull 

The  largest  roosting  flocks  reported  were  r.  15,000  at  King  George  V 
and  Girling  reservoirs,  Essex,  on  Jan.  25th  and  26th  (jlfp)  and  r.2,500 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on  April  6th  (beg,  jfg). 

201  Common  Gull 

A  paper  by  B.  L.  Sage  on  the  spring  migration  of  the  Common  Gull 
through  the  London  Area  is  published  on  page  69. 

A  bird  ringed  as  a  juvenile  near  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  on  July  24th, 
1957,  was  recovered  at  Greenhithe,  Kent,  on  Feb.  5th,  1958. 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (es).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  13th 
(aq^).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (gaw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  flying  W.  with  other  gulls  going  to  roost  on 
Feb.  15th  (beg,  hpm,  men).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (gjh, 
HPM,  bsm).  Epsom,  one  on  Apr.  7th  was  seen  on  a  playing  field  and 
later  flying  N.W.  over  Epsom  S.F.  (mjg). 

Satisfactory  details  have  been  received  in  respect  of  the  above  birds, 
all  of  which  were  immature. 

203  Iceland  Gull 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  immature  on  Jan.  21st  (eab,  dm).  Details 
noted  included  :  slightly  larger  than  Common  Gull  but  different  in 
build  ;  white  primaries  extended  well  beyond  the  tail  when  the  bird 
was  at  rest  ;  bill,  smaller  than  in  other  large  gulls,  was  yellowish 
with  a  black  tip. 
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202  203  Glaucous/Iceland  Gull 

M  Inner  London  :  Westminster,  an  immature  on  the  Thames  off 
Victoria  Tower  Gardens  from  Feb.  11th  to  14th  (ghg). 

207  Little  Gull 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  on  Nov.  23rd  (rfs). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  8th  (twg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  an  adult  on  Sept.  8th  (lab).  King  George  \T  Res.,  an 
immature  on  Apr.  10th  (sG,  cmv).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  immature  on 
-  Aug.  27th  (bg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  two  immatures .  and  one 
adult  on  many  dates  between  Aug.  19th  and  Sept.  20th  (eight 
observers).  Staines  Res.,  three  immatures  from  Apr.  10th  to  15th, 
and  one  on  the  18th  and  30th  ;  one  immature  on  Oct.  5th,  two  on  the 
11th  and  three  on  the  12th  (many  observers). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Oct.  18th  and  Nov.  8th  (rkc,  kve, 
hlr).  Island  Barn  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  2nd  and  9th  (beg, 
JFc). 


208  Black-headed  Gull 

Details  of  large  roosting  flocks  in  the  Lea  valley,  and  of  the  Perry  Oaks 
breeding  colony,  are  given. 

E  Girling  and  King  George  reservoirs,  the  roosting  flock  was  estimated 
at  c.51,000  birds  on  Jan.  25th  and  26th  (jlfp)  and  at  *c.70,000  on 
Dec.  20th  (bsms)  . 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  there  were  at  least  200  nests  on  May  26th,  and  on 
June  28th  c.  150  young  were  seen  in  the  colony  (six  observers). 
Recoveries  of  ringed  birds  notified  during  the  year  are  given  below. 
Ringed  Recovered 

10.6.57,  Rugen,  Mecklenburg,  2.2.58,  Shirley,  Croydon,  Surrey, 
Germany,  as  young 

17.6.57,  Hognestad,  Rogaland, 

Norw^ay,  as  young 

2.6.57,  Stoke,  Kent,  as  young 


7.7.57,  Horsey  Island,  Essex,  as 
young 

4.12.52,  St.  James’s  Park,  as 
adult 

26.11.42,  St.  James’s  Park,  as 


released 

23.1.58,  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey, 
found  dead 

3.3.58,  Ponders  End,  Middx., 
found  dead 

2.3.58,  King  George  Res., 
Essex 

13.4.58,  Sjolunda,  Malmo,  Swe¬ 
den 

5.12.58,  where  ringed,  released 


adult 

The  bird  ringed  as  an  adult  at  St.  James’s  Park  on  Feb.  28th,  1952, 
which  was  recovered  and  released  at  WToclaw’,  Poland,  on  Apr.  17th, 
1955  (see  L.B.R.  21,  p.  26)  returned  to  St.  James’s  Park  where  it  was 
caught  and  released  on  Dec.  4th,  1958. 

211  Kittiwake 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  live  adult  and  another  found  dead  on  Mar.  16th 
(jlfp).  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  on  Feb.  2nd  (bsms). 
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M  Brent  Res.,  single  adults  on  Jan.  11th  and  Dec.  27th  (lab,  rfp). 
King  George  VI  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  19th  and  an  immature  on 
Oct.  29th  (eAB,  PRC,  REE,  hpm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Feb.  13th  (ree,  hpm). 

212  Black  Tern 

On  spring  passage  the  first  arrivals  were  five  at  Staines  Res.,  Middx., 
on  Apr.  22nd  and  23rd.  A  compact  flock  of  40-46  birds  was  present 
at  King  George  V  Res.,  Essex,  from  May  1st  to  3rd  ;  other  arrivals 
on  May  1st  were  13  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  Essex,  four  at  King  George 
VI  Res.,  Middx.,  1 1  at  Island  Barn  Res.,  Surrey,  and  six  at  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  Surrey.  Numbers  on  following  days  were  considerably  smaller 
and  apart  from  the  flock  at  King  George  V  Res.  the  only  reports  are 
of  four  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  the  2nd,  one  to  two  at  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  Herts.,  Brent  Res.,  Middx.,  and  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  3rd, 
and  single  birds  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on  the  4th  and 
Island  Barn  Res.  on  the  6th.  The  remaining  spring  records  concern 
occasional  reports  from  three  different  localities  of  up  to  three  birds, 
the  last  being  one  at  Staines  Res.,  Middx.,  on  June  1st. 

One  was  seen  at  Brent  Res.  on  July  29th,  but  the  main  autumn 
passage  did  not  commence  until  Aug.  10th,  when  r.55  were  recorded 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  r.35  at  the  Staines  reservoirs  and  12  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  There  were  14  at  King  George  V  Res.  and  r.35 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  1 1th,  and  birds  were  reported  from  both 
these  localities  until  the  end  of  August,  with  peaks  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  of  r.60  on  the  23rd,  r.l50  (the  largest  party  yet  recorded  in  the 

3  London  Area)  on  the  27th  and  78  on  the  30th,  on  which  date  there 
was  a  maximum  of  23  at  King  George  V  Res.  During  this  period 
there  were  frequent  reports  of  parties  of  up  to  12  birds  from  nine 
other  localities  throughout  the  Area.  Small  numbers  only  were 
recorded  during  September  and  October,  the  maximum  being  10  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  7th,  and  the  last,  two  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Oct.  21st. 

217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  was  proved  for  the  first  time  in  the  London  Area.  At 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  a  pair  was  present  from  May  28th  to 
July  13th.  Copulation  was  seen  on  June  22nd,  and  on  the  29th  a 
nest  containing  two  eggs  was  found  on  the  “  causeway”.  The  eggs 
were  still  intact  on  July  1st  but  on  the  5th  the  nest  was  found  to  be 
empty  except  for  some  fragments  of  egg-shell,  although  the  parent 
birds  were  still  “  protesting  ”  at  the  observers’  presence.  Herons,  or 
possibly  Carrion  Crows,  were  thought  to  have  destroyed  the  eggs 
(beg,  jfc,  kde,  sg,  hpm,  Aq). 

At  *Nazeing  G.P.,  Essex,  a  pair  was  present  from  June  16th  to 
Aug.  2nd  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding  (bsms)  . 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Spring  passage,  concerning  small  numbers  only,  from  Apr.  12  th  to 
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May  20th  ;  two  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Herts.,  on  June  15th  and  one 
there  on  the  16th.  Autumn  passage  from  June  21st  to  Oct.  19th  ; 
the  largest  numbers  reported  were  45  flying  up  river  in  two  flocks  at 
West  Thurrock  Marsh,  Essex,  on  Aug.  19th,  and  parties  of  30  at 
King  George  VI  Res.,  Middx.,  on  Aug.  27th  and  Queen  Mary  Res., 
Middx.,  on  Aug.  10th. 

222  Little  Tern 

E*  Sewardstone,  one  found  freshly  dead  under  wires  on  May  17th 
following  a  night  of  strong  S.W.  winds  (dmI).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  on  May  10th  (nhp)  . 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  July  31st  (lab).  King  George  VI  Res.,  six  on 
Aug.  30th  (kfwd,  pmd).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  compact  party  of  nine 
birds  flew  in  from  the  W.  on  June  29th  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  aq,). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (bsms).  Walthamstow  Res., 
two  on  Aug.  23rd  and  one  on  the  24th  (jf). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (ehw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  three  on  June  29th  and  two  on  Sept.  3rd  and 
6th  (jfc  et  al.).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  20th  (prg),  a  party 
of  12  flying  S.  on  Aug.  10th,  two  on  Sept.  27th  and  one  on  Oct.  4th 
‘(beg,  jfc,  sg,  men).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (ajc)  and  12  on 
Sept.  4th  (jhb). 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  at  least  two  on  Sept.  6th  (rjf)  . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  May  3rd  (ji,  mt). 

230  Puffin 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  found  dead  on  Aug.  11th  (jce). 

M  Littlewood  Common,  an  immature  on  the  pool  on  Oct.  21st  (eab). 
West  India  Docks,  an  immature  found  exhausted  on  Oct.  20th  was 
taken  to  the  London  Zoo  for  treatment  and  was  subsequently  released 
at  Dungeness,  Kent  (mk).  Wood  Green  Res.,  an  immature  from 
Oct.  25th  to  27th,  when  it  was  found  dead  (fjl,  rfp) .  Inner  London : 
St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  the  lake  on  Oct.  20th  and  21st  (jfc,  dgh,  am, 
abmm).  Thames  at  Westminster,  an  immature  appearing  slightly 
oiled,  being  carried  up-stream  by  a  strong  flood-tide  on  Nov.  13th 
(ghg). 

241  Barn  Owl 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*  Romford  area,  three  pairs  located  and  one  nest  found  (lrh). 

H  Pairs  bred  at  Hertford  Heath  and  St.  Margaret’s  (twg).  Totteridge, 
one  seen  on  several  evenings  during  July  and  August  (gbdc). 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  pair  nested  unsuccessfully  (dgh)  . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  pairs  breeding  in  area  (brs).  Esher  S.F.,  one 
on  May  6th,  two  on  the  12th  and  one  on  June  1st  (bec,  sg,  men). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

E*  South  Weald  Park,  a  pair  on  Mar.  19th  but  not  subsequently  (kb). 
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249  Short-eared  Owl 

Exceptional  numbers  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  at  Beddington 
S.F.  and  on  Staines  Moor.  At  each  of  these  localities  several  obser¬ 
vers  reported  an  apparent  abundance  of  Field  Voles  [Microtus  agrestis). 
An  analysis  by  ret  of  c.89  pellets  collected  on  Staines  Moor  by  lb  and 
BAR  showed  the  owls  to  be  feeding  almost  entirely  on  Field  Voles — 
the  skulls  of  at  least  123  individuals  being  identified  ;  in  contrast,  the 
only  other  animal  remains  were  the  tarsi  of  two  small  passerines. 
Two  Short-eared  Owl  pellets  collected  at  Beddington  by  ah  contained 
the  remains  of  five  Field  Voles. 

E*  Barking,  Ripple  Level,  three  (one  dead)  on  Dec.  5th  and  two  on  the 
30th  (kb).  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (jf). 

H  London  Colney,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (rp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  and  Nov.  9th  (mdk,  dwt).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  single  birds  on  Feb., 2nd  and  16th,  Apr.  12th,  Nov.  16th  and 
Dec.  6th  (six  observers).  Staines  Moor  and  reservoirs,  one  on 
Sept.  4th  (jhb)  ;  one  Nov.  1st,  three  on  the  9th,  increasing  to  six  by 
the  23rd  ;  thereafter  four  to  six  until  the  end  of  the  year  (many 
observers) . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  ;  one  from  Sept.  24th  to  the  end 
of  October,  two  during  November  and  three  in  early  December  ;  a 
marked  increase  from  mid-December  with  seven  on  the  14th  and  five 
on  the  21st  (brs).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (so,  men,  dp). 
Mitcham  Common,  a  single  bird  during  December  (brs)  . 

252  Nightjar 

In  connection  with  the  enquiry  into  the  status  of  the  Nightjar  in  the 
British  Isles,  organized  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  a  number 
of  observers  visited  several  extinct  or  potential  breeding  localities. 
All  records  received  are  given  below  ;  in  addition,  nil  reports  came 
from  Aldenham,  Brookmans  Park,  Guffley  Great  Wood,  Elstree, 
Mimms  Wood,  Tittenhanger  Wood  and  Totteridge  in  Herts.;  Bentley 
Heath,  Dyrham  Park,  Edgware,  Hendon,  Mill  Hill,  Ruislip  and 
Stanmore  in  Middx. ;  Darenth  Wood,  Downe,  Hayes,  Keston  and 
Shoreham  in  Kent  ;  and  Epsom  Common,  Mickleham  and  Richmond 
Park  in  Surrey. 

E*  Ghilderditch-Thorndon-Warley  district,  five  males  during  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  (msf,  rh).  Epping  Forest,  one  near  Wake  Arms  on 
July  15th  and  24th  (jew). 

H  Brickendon-Broxbourne-Hoddesdon  area,  eight  pairs  during  the 
breeding  season,  three  of  which  nested  successfully  (two).  Bricket- 
wood  Common,  one  heard  churring  on  June  28th  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding  ;  Shenley,  Combe  Wood,  one  on  June  15th  and  three, 
including  an  immature  only  just  capable  of  flight,  on  July  10th  (gbdc). 

M  North  Finchley,  three  in  a  garden  were  well  seen  and  heard  churring 
on  May  2nd  (lab)  . 

K  Bean,  two  churring  on  July  6th  (wib).  Blackheath,  one  flushed  at 
dusk  from  rough  grass  on  May  5th  (ret). 
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S  Epsom,  one  flushed  from  a  tree  in  a  suburban  street  during  the  late 
evening  of  May  9th  (jgs)  .  Esher  Common,  at  least  four  pairs  (jfc, 
jcsF,  dp)  .  Headley  Heath,  two  pairs  (wdm)  .  Limpsfield  Chart,  two 
churring  in  July  (adb,  dmb,  beb).  Ockham  Common,  one  pair 
(jcsf).  Oxshott,  three  pairs  at  Prince’s  Coverts  (beg,  jfc,  sg). 
Walton-on-the-Hill,  one  on  May  18th  (dmb). 

255  Swift 

M  Inner  London  :  an  exceptionally  heavy  movement  for  Inner  London 
took  place  over  the  City  Road  on  Aug.  10th,  1,500  or  more  birds 
flying  S.S.W.  between  16.30  and  20.30  hrs.  (nhp). 

S  An  adult  ringed  at  West  Ewell  on  July  27th,  1957,  was  recovered  at 
Alegria  de  Oria,  Guipuzcoa,  Spain,  on  Aug.  17th,  1958. 

258  Kingfisher 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (ehw). 

259  Bee-eater 

S  Beddington,  an  adult  seen  flying  N.  over  the  park  and  subsequently 
over  the  sewage  farm  by  bsm  on  Aug.  5th.  The  following  details  have 
been  received.  In  flight  the  brownish  upper-parts  contrasted  with  the 
yellow  throat  and  greenish-blue  under-parts,  but  the  colours  were  not 
dazzling.  Straight  flight  with  undulations  ;  rapid  wing  beats 
followed  by  glide  on  fixed  wings.  Description  :  long  curved  bill  ; 
chestnut  head  and  upper-parts  shading  to  golden  colour  ;  throat 
bright  yellow,  greenish-blue  under-parts  ;  tail  greenish-blue  with 
long  centre  feathers.  No  call-note  was  heard. 

261  Hoopoe 

E*  Brentwood,  Coxtie  Green,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  and  23rd  (five  observers). 
Brentwood  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (rbw). 

S  Reigate  Heath,  one  on  the  golf-course  on  May  2nd  (jeb).  The 
following  records,  all  of  a  bird  feeding  on  lawns  in  gardens,  may  refer 
to  the  same  individual  ;  Garshalton,  Pine  Walk,  one  on  Aug.  17th 
(rj),  Gheam,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (arr),  one  during  mid-August  (hmh), 
and  Sutton,  one  on  two  occasions  during  August  (sgI). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  an  adult  female  ringed  on  Nov.  3rd,  1957,  was 
recovered  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  on  r.  June  10th,  1958. 

265  Wryneck 

M  Inner  London  ;  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Duck  Island  on  Sept.  18th 
(abmm)  . 

K  Hayes,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Aug.  23rd  (awb).  Pratt’s 
Bottom,  one  pair  bred  in  a  nest-box  (lah). 

S  Banstead  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (dmb).  Burgh  Heath,  one  on 
June  1st  (rhbf).  Ghipstead,  one  pair  bred  (lic).  Ham  House, 
one  by  the  tow-path  on  May  27th  (ajc).  Richmond,  one  on 
Apr.  21st  (ghg). 
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271  Woodlark 

Breeding  season  distribution  ; 

E*  Hainault  Forest,  two  on  Mar.  30th  and  a  pair  feeding  young  on 
June  8th  (kb,  jf,  frt).  South  Weald  Park,  three  birds  singing  on 
May  2nd  (acp). 

H  Hertford,  a  pair  at  Balls  Wood  on  July  17th  (ll).  Hoddesdon  area, 
five  singing  birds  located  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  two  pairs 
bred  (two). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  carrying  food  on  May  13th,  and  six,  presumably 
a  family  party,  on  July  26th  (beg,  sg).  Juniper  Top,  two  on  May  4th 
and  one  on  June  29th  ;  Mickleham,  a  pair  on  May  4th  (gmc). 
Ockham  Common,  a  pair  and  a  single  male  from  Mar.  27th  onwards, 
and  a  juvenile  seen  on  June  6th  (jcsf).  Richmond  Park,  at  least  two 
pairs  bred  (edb).  Walton-on-the-Hill,  two  on  May  18th  (dmb). 
Weybridge,  one  pair  bred  (ghg). 

272  Skylark 

An  immense  cold-weather  movement  was  recorded  at  Orpington, 
Kent,  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  24th,  r.  1,500  birds  passing  W.  at  roof-top 
height  between  08.28  and  08.39  hours,  when  observations  ceased 
the  observer  (ehg)  having  to  catch  a  train.  On  the  same  date  308 
were  counted  flying  W.  at  Sutton,  Surrey  (dag)  and  the  following  day 
numbers  at  Epsom  S.F.,  Surrey,  had  increased  to  r.200  birds,  the 
normal  winter  population  being  r.  100  (mjg).  The  only  report  from 
Inner  London  on  Jan.  24th  was  from  Regent’s  Park  where  several 
were  seen  flying  N.E.  (ehw),  but  a  second  spell  of  hard  weather  on 
Feb.  25th  and  26th  produced  a  number  of  records  from  the  Inner 
London  parks.  On  the  25th  sixty  were  seen  moving  S.  and  feeding 
on  the  grass  in  Hyde  Park  while  the  next  day  30  flew  W.  at  the  same 
place  (dp)  and  smaller  numbers  were  present  in  St.  James’s,  Regent’s 
and  Green  Parks.  At  Gunnersbury  Park,  Middx.,  at  least  100  birds 
arrived  during  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  (mw)  and  50  passed  W.  over 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  Surrey,  on  the  26th  (nhp). 

Visible  migration  in  the  autumn  was  widespread,  particularly  on  the 
week  end  of  October  18th/ 19th.  Details,  by  county,  are  given  below. 

E*  Harold  Wood,  a  heavy  movement,  mainly  W.-N.W.,  on  Oct.  18th 
and  19th  ;  migration  on  a  smaller  scale  took  place  on  many  dates 
between  Oct.  6th  and  Nov.  1 3th,  generally  in  the  same  direction  (rbw)  . 
King  George  V  Res.,  on  Oct.  18th  a  continuous  movement  N.W. 
between  13.00  and  16.00  hrs.  of  parties  of  up  to  30  birds  (bsms). 

H  Broxbourne,  210  flying  N.W.  in  the  hour  before  sunset  on  Oct.  18th 
and  200  moving  in  the  same  direction  in  two  hours  at  mid-day  on 
Oct.  19th  (bsn). 

M  Broomfield  Park,  200  flying  N.W.  between  10.20  and  11.20  hrs.  on 
Oct.  18th  (fjl).  Osterley  Park,  movement  N.W.  between  08.00  and 
17.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  18th,  more  than  100  passing  over  during  the  last 
four  hours  of  observation  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  and  Staines  reservoirs, 
flocks  averaging  20  birds  in  each  passed  over  between  W.  and  W.S.W, 
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every  few  minutes  on  Oct.  18th  ;  the  number  and  size  of  flocks 
decreased  towards  mid-afternoon  (aq,)  ;  an  estimated  3,000,  in  flocks 
ranging  in  size  between  flve  and  80  birds,  flew  W.-N.W.  between 
10.00  and  17.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th  (prc,  beg,  jfc,  sg)  ;  small  parties 
of  r.  10  birds  passing  W.N.W.  on  Oct.  20th  (mjc). 

K  Blackheath,  and  Greenwich  Park,  r.560  passing  over  W.-N.W.  between 
09.09  and  12-53  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th  ;  smaller  movements  were  also 
recorded  on  Oct.  24th  and  25th  (ret,  wgt).  Bromley,  c.200  flying 
N.W.  at  10.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  21st  (jmg).  London  Bridge  to  Dartford, 
1,150  +  flying  W.  between  09-30  and  10.30  hrs.  were  counted  from  a 
train  window  on  Oct.  19th  (irb).  West  Wickham,  c.50  flying  W.  on 
Oct.  23rd  (dh). 

S  Addington,  r.250  flying  W.  during  the  morning  of  Oct.  19th  (ds). 
Dulwich,  movement  W.-N.W.  on  most  dates  in  October  with  maxima 
60  on  the  12th  and  800  between  07.00  and  09.00  hrs.  on  the  19th  (irb). 
Epsom  S.F.,  r.  1,000  flying  N.W.  on  Oct.  18th  and  354  flying  W.N.W. 
between  10-20  and  12.15  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th  (mjg,  kde,  dp,  jgs).  West 
Norwood,  261  flying  between  N.W.  and  S.W.  during  the  morning  of 
Oct.  19th  (trs). 

277  Sand  Martin 

E*  Romford  S.F.,  a  heavy  passage  almost  daily  between  July  28th  and 
Aug.  24th,  thousands  passing  through  on  most  days.  From  Aug.  2nd 
to  5th  750,  the  great  majority  of  which  were  juveniles,  were  trapped 
and  ringed  as  they  flew  along  the  Beam  river.  An  indication  of  the 
numbers  involved  is  the  fact  that  none  of  the  birds  was  trapped  a 
second  time.  Juveniles  caught  on  Aug.  5th  and  16th  had  been 
ringed,  respectively,  at  Hoveringham,  Nottinghamshire,  on  July  6th 
and  Aylesford,  Kent,  on  July  21st.  Further  evidence  of  the  origin  of 
the  birds'  was  obtained  during  the  1959  breeding  season  when  birds, 
all  ringed  as  juveniles  at  Romford  between  Aug.  2nd  and  16th,  were 
recovered  at  colonies  at  Bures  (Essex),  Cassington  (Oxfordshire), 
Merley  (Dorset),  Rothley  (Leicestershire)  and  Steep,  near  Petersfleld 
(Hampshire).  A  juvenile  marked  on  Aug.  8th  was  recovered  at 
Luceni,  Zaragoza,  Spain,  some  three  weeks  later. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  heavy  passage  S.W.  on  Aug.  6th  involving  at  least 
4,000  birds  (irb). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

E*  Epping  Forest,  a  first-summer  male  seen  several  times  and  heard 
calling  near  Gilwell  Park  on  the  morning  of  May  18th  (jge,  fr). 
Satisfactory  details  have  been  received. 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E*  Romford  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (rrs). 

K  Petts  Wood,  one  on  many  dates  from  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  24th  (jmg, 
IHHG,  ehg). 
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282  Rook 

E  Hainault,  Hog  Hill,  a  nestling  ringed  on  Apr.  30th,  1957,  was 
recovered  at  Audley  End,  near  Saffron  Walden,  Essex,  on  Apr.  15th, 
1958. 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  23rd  (ehw).  Zoological 
Gardens,  one  live  and  a  second  bird  found  dead  on  Mar.  20th  ;  one 
on  Apr.  30th  and  May  1st  (mk).  Enquiries  showed  that  none  of  the 
Zoo’s  birds  had  escaped. 

283  Jackdaw 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  two  adults  from  Aug.  30th  to 
Sept.  21st  ;  three  immatures  on  Sept.  8th  may  have  been  reared  in  or 
near  the  park  (dimw,  ehw). 

286  Jay 

The  only  evidence  suggesting  return  movement  following  abnormal 
numbers  in  the  autumn  of  1957  was  of  three  birds  flying  E.  high  over 
West  Norwood,  Surrey,  on  May  7th  and  two  flying  S.S.E.  over 
Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  May  20th  (brs). 

Tits 

A  paper  by  S.  Cramp  on  the  irruption  of  tits  into  the  London  Area, 
1957/1958  appears  on  page  62. 

293  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution  : 

H  Broxbourne  and  Hoddesdon  Woods,  two  pairs  but  no  proof  of  breed¬ 
ing  (two).  Chandlers  Cross,  one  pair  bred  ;  Hoddesdonbury,  one 
pair  bred  (ll).  Watford,  a  pair  bred  at  the  same  site  as  in  1957 
utilizing  a  rotten  birch-stump  especially  provided  (jdm). 

M  Harefield,  one,  possibly  two,  pairs  bred  (bpp).  Ruislip,  three  pairs  ; 
Scratch  Wood,  two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  ;  Stanmore  Common, 
one  singing  on  Apr.  12th  and  27th  (ehw).  Stanwell,  one  singing  in 
Spout  Wood  between  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  27th  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  dgh). 
West  Hyde,  two  pairs  on  May  17th  (ehw). 

K  West  Wickham,  two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  (dh). 

S  Bookham  Common,  at  least  one  pair  (gb)  .  Caterham,  one  pair  (vag)  . 
Selsdon  Wood,  two  pairs  (adb,  ds).  Tadworth,  one  pair,  but  two 
males  singing  on  June  14th  (hb). 

294  Long- tailed  Tit 

S/M  Wandsworth  Bridge,  c.20  moving  N.  across  Thames  in  the  late 
afternoon  of  Oct.  21st  ;  they  flew  alongside  the  bridge  to  land  on  the 
Fulham  bank  (eek). 

296  Nuthatch 

Breeding  took  place  in  Inner  London  for  the  first  time  this  century  : 
M  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred  (epb).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair 
bred  successfully,  rearing  four  young  (chh,  chfp,  aw). 

S  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  (jnar)  . 


Nuthatch  {E.  J.  Hosking) 


38 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


298  Treecreeper 

M  Inner  London  :  Holland  Park,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (epb).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  from  January  to  March  and  again  in  early  July  (ehwJ. 
Chelsea,  one  in  Upper  Cheyne  Row  on  Dec.  31st  (jm). 

302  Fieldfare 

Exceptional  numbers  occurred  in  the  Inner  London  parks  during  hard 
weather  on  Feb.  25th  and  26th,  r.  100  being  present  in  Hyde  Park 
on  the  25th  and  smaller  numbers  in  St.  James’s  and  Green  Parks  on 
both  dates.  In  Middx.,  c.500  arrived  at  Gunnersbury  Park  during  a 
blizzard  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  and  200  were  seen  flying  S.  over 
Streatham  Common,  Surrey,  at  the  same  time.  Also  in  Surrey,  60-70 
flew  W.  over  Richmond  Park  on  the  27th;  a  flock  of  145  birds  had 
been  present  there  the  previous  day.  A  cold  weather  movement 
involving  smaller  numbers  had  taken  place  on  Jan.  24th,  when  move¬ 
ments  between  S.S.E.  and  S.W.  were  recorded  at  Dulwich  Park  and 
Sutton  in  Surrey,  Dollis  Hill  in  Middx.,  and  St.  James’s  Park  in  Inner 
London. 

During  the  autumn  the  first  birds  seen  were  six  flying  S.W.  over 
Dulwich  on  Oct.  12th,  but  it  was  not  until  the  18th,  when  “  large  ” 
numbers  flew  W.  during  the  morning  over  Weybridge,  Surrey,  and 
66  were  seen  flying  N.W.  with  other  migrants  over  Epsom  S.F., 
Surrey,  that  the  species  was  recorded  in  any  number.  A  flock  of  100 
flying  N.W.  at  Southgate,  Middx.,  on  Oct.  28th  was  the  only  other 
autumn  movement  of  any  consequence. 

303  Song  Thrush 

E  Romford  S.F.,  a  juvenile  ringed  on  Oct.  12th,  1957,  was  recovered  at 
Needham  Market,  Suffolk,  on  Aug.  5th,  1958. 

M  Inner  London  :  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  one  pair  bred  (sc,  adt) — the 
first  record'  of  breeding  in  a  Bloomsbury  square  since  the  war. 

S  Migrants  were  frequently  heard  at  night  by  mjc  at  Crystal  Palace  and 
Epsom  in  March  and  April,  the  heaviest  movements  being  recorded  on 
Mar.  29th  and  Apr.  9th.  During  the  autumn  the  same  person 
carried  out  a  series  of  observations  at  Epsom.  Nocturnal  migration 
took  place  on  several  nights  in  October  with  the  largest  movements 
on  the  17th/ 18th  and  23rd/24th.  A  visit  to  Epsom  S.F.  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  24th — following  the  heavy  passage  on  the  previous 
night — produced  some  60  birds  ;  these  proved  to  be  restless,  flying 
from  tree  to  tree  and  calling  frequently,  and  appeared  greyer  in  colour 
than  the  resident  Song  Thrushes. 

304  Redwing 

Two  large-scale  hard-weather  movements  took  place  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  The  first  occurred  on  Jan.  23rd  and  24th.  In 
Inner  London  the  first  records  were  on  the  23rd,  nine  flying  W.  over 
the  City  at  09.00  hrs.  and  14  observed  in  the  Green  Park.  On  the 
same  date  a  flock  of  r.  1,000  arrived  at  Mitcham  Common,  Surrey, 
where  they  remained  until  the  25th.  “  Several  ”  were  present  in 
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Regent’s  Park  on  the  24th,  on  which  date  515  were  counted  flying 
S.W.  over  Dulwich,  Surrey,  17  flying  S.W.  over  Sutton  in  the  same 
county,  and  r.400  flying  W.  over  Petts  Wood,  Kent,  between  08.25 
and  08.55  hrs.  The  second  movement  was  during  a  brief  spell  of 
severe  weather  on  Feb.  25th  and  26th.  On  the  25th,  a  day  of  frequent 
blizzards,  38  birds  appeared  in  St.  James’s  Park  and  c.lOO  in  Hyde 
Park  ;  there  were  only  six  of  the  latter  present  on  the  26th  but  r.  100 
in  the  Green  Park  may  have  been  the  same  birds.  At  Gunnersbury 
Park,  Middx.,  at  least  750  Redwings  arrived  on  snow-covered  playing- 
fields  in  half-an-hour  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  and  at  the  same 
time  100  were  seen  flying  S.  over  Streatham  Common  in  Surrey. 
In  Kent,  200-1-  birds  passed  S.  or  S.W.  over  Forest  Hill  during  two 
short  periods  of  observation  on  the  same  day,  while  smaller  movements 
were  reported  from  Blackheath,  and  Shepherds  Bush,  Middx. 

On  spring  passage  nocturnal  migration  was  recorded  at  Epsom  and 
Crystal  Palace  in  Surrey,  the  main  movement  taking  place  on 
Mar.  29th  and  Apr.  9th.  On  the  latter  date  birds  were  also  heard 
passing  over  at  Streatham.  In  April,  flocks  were  recorded  until  quite 
late  in  the  month,  examples  being  140  at  Broxbourne  and  Hoddesdon 
Woods,  Herts.,  on  the  13th  and  105  at  Dulwich,  Surrey,  on  the  20th. 

Except  for  six  birds  at  Dulwich  on  Oct.  12th  the  first  arrivals  in  the 
autumn  were  not  until  Oct.  17th  when  a  very  heavy  nocturnal  move¬ 
ment  took  place.  This  was  described  from  Dollis  Hill,  Middx.,  as 
“  massive”, — more  than  2,000  calls  being  heard  between  18.30  and 
23.10  hrs. — and  other  reports  were  received  from  Addington,  Surrey, 
and  from  two  places  within  the  City  of  London.  At  Epsom  con¬ 
siderable  numbers  were  heard  on  the  same  night  between  18.30  and 
21.30  hrs.  with  most  calls  (r.  150)  during  the  first  hour  of  observation. 
Nocturnal  migration  was  also  recorded  here  on  several  other  nights  in 
October,  the  heaviest  being  on  the  night  of  the  23rd/24th  when  an 
“  immense  passage  ”  took  place  between  19.00  and  00.30  hrs.  This 
passage  was  also  recorded  over  the  City  of  London  (between  22.00  and 
00.30  hrs.)  and  at  three  other  localities  in  Surrey — Banstead,  Chip- 
stead  and  West  Norwood. 

The  only  diurnal  movement  on  Oct.  17th  was  a  party  of  seven  birds 
flying  N.W.  over  Regent’s  Park  in  Inner  London,  but  during  the 
following  two  days  reports  indicating  a  small  but  widespread  move¬ 
ment  were  received  from  several  localities  : 

Oct.  18th  :  Six  flocks  of  Redwings  with  fewer  Fieldfares  totalling 
r.400  birds  flying  N.W.  over  Harold  Wood,  Essex,  between  07.00  and 
07.30  hrs.  “  Many  ”  flying  W.  at  Weybridge,  Surrey,  and  37  N.W. 
at  Epsom  S.F.  during  the  morning.  Smaller  numbers  reported  from 
Wanstead  Park,  Essex,  Osterley  Park,  Middx.,  and  Molesey  Res., 
Surrey. 

Oct.  19th  :  Middx.,  r.30  flying  W.  at  King  George  VI  Res.  at 
13.00  hrs.  ;  r.lOO  W.-N.W.  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  Inner  London, 
r.200  N.W.  at  South  Kensington  at  07.40  hrs.  Surrey,  r.lOO  W.  at 
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Addington  during  morning  ;  76  S.W.  at  Ghessington  between  07.45 
and  08.15  hrs.  ;  smaller  numbers  moving  at  Dulwich  and  West 
Norwood. 

After  these  dates  few  records  of  diurnal  migration  were  received  and 
none  was  on  a  sufficient  scale  to  warrant  mention. 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  female  from  Apr.  21st  to  28th  (dlg).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  a  male  on  Apr.  13th  (six  observers). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  21st  (hpm,  bsm). 

311  Wheat  ear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  26th  to  May  24th,  maximum  10  at  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  Herts.,  on  Apr.  26th  ;  autumn  passage  from  July  30th  to 
Nov.  8th,  maximum  28  at  Southgate,  Middx.,  on  Sept.  23rd.  *One 
at  Hainault,  Essex,  on  June  13th. 

317  Stonechat 

Records  of  up  to  seven  birds  together  were  received  from  many 
localities  from  January  to  Apr.  10th  and  again  from  Oct.  4th  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  only  records  during  the  summer  months  were  a 
male  at  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  Herts.,  on  June  7th  (ehw),  *a  male  at 
Walthamstow  Res.,  Essex,  on  Aug.  2nd  (nhp),  and  a  single  bird  at 
Swanscombe  Marshes,  Kent,  on  Aug.  17th  (rjf). 

318  Whinchat 

Breeding  season  distribution  : 

E*  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  ;  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  pair  bred 
(bsms). 

H  Broxbourne  S.F.,  two  pairs  ;  Gheshunt  G.P.,  one  pair  (bsms). 
Rye  Meads,  at  least  three  pairs  bred  ;  St.  Margaret’s  district,  seven 
pairs  bred  (twg)  .  Smallford,  one  pair  but  no  evidence  of  breeding 
(ehw)  . 

M  Enfield,  one  pair  on  the  golf  course  (bsms).  King  George  VI  Res., 
one  pair  bred  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  aq^).  Mill  Hill,  one  pair  bred  (ehw). 
Northolt  Airport,  one  pair  bred  (jjl).  Staines  Res.,  one  pair  bred 
(beg,  jfg,  sg,  a^). 

S  Walton  G.P.,  a  male  on  May  17th  and  June  14th  (jFC,  sg). 

320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  : 

E*  Brentwood,  a  pair  at  Hart’s  Wood  on  May  11th  (rrv).  Hainault- 
Lambourne  End,  two  to  three  pairs  bred  (mrg,  rl).  South  Weald 
Park,  a  pair  in  May  and  July  (kb,  agp,  rrv).  Thorndon  Park,  five 
birds  on  Apr.  27th  (rrv). 

H  Broxbourne  and  Hoddesdon  Woods,  five  pairs,  at  least  three  of  which 
bred  (twg).  Guffley  Great  Wood,  c.  seven  pairs  on  June  8th  and 
smaller  numbers  on  other  dates  in  June  and  July  (gbdg,  ehw).  Near 
Watford,  a  singing  male  on  May  20th  and  June  3rd  (rp). 
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M  Trent  Park,  two  to  three  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  ;  Whitewebbs  Park, 
a  pair  with  young  in  July  (bsms). 

S  Ashtead,  two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  (sk,  rcr,  trs).  Ockham 
Common,  one  pair  bred  (jcsf).  Richmond  Park,  four,  possibly  six, 
pairs  nested  (edb)  . 

321  Black  Redstart 

A  paper  by  A.  C.  Parker  on  the  Black  Redstart  in  Inner  London, 
1956-1957,  details  records  additional  to  those  given  in  L.B.R.  21  and 
22  and  appears  on  page  74. 

E*  Girling  Res.,  a  female  or  "immature  on  Aug.  17th  (jce)  and  a  male 
on  Sept.  17th  (bsms).  Harold  Hill,  a  male  on  Apr.  15th  (mpt). 
Nazeing,  one  on  Apr.  8th  and  9th  (bhk). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  May  4th  ;  one  seen  later  the  same  day  at 
St.  Margaret’s  was  probably  the  same  bird  (two). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  male  on  Sept.  23rd  (ehw).  Fulham,  a  male  singing 
from  the  flagpole  of  a  tall  building  on  four  dates  from  June  16th  to 
July  10th  (fwl).  King  George  VI  Res.,  single  birds  on  Apr.  12th, 
13th  and  27th  (many  observers).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  5th 
(jFC,  men).  Inner  London  ;  City,  recorded  from  Feb.  21st  until 
Oct.  21st  ;  four  pairs  bred  in  the  Cripplegate  area,  one  of  these  being 
double  brooded,  and  another  near  St.  Paul’s  Church  ;  during  July  a 
male  was  regularly  observed  singing  on  the  top  of  Neptune  House 
near  Tower  Hill  Station  (phfb,  rdh,  acp  et  aL).  Paddington  area,  a 
pair  bred  near  Westbourne  Terrace  (ic)  ;  this  is  the  first  breeding 
record  for  Inner  London  outside  the  City  since  the  War.  Also  in  the 
Paddington  area,  a  male  was  observed  singing  from  the  top  of 
Bellfield  Secondary  School  on  June  24th  (jfwb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  recorded  occasionally  during  the  winter  months  ; 
Croydon  New  Power  Station,  three  pairs  bred  (brs).  Caterham,  a 
male  on  Nov.  4th  (vag).  Epsom  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  7th  (mjc,  skr)  ; 
a  female  or  immature  on  Oct.  25th  and  26th  (mjc,  aq,  jgs).  Kingston, 
a  male  near  the  Power  Station  on  July  12th  (jsw).  Surbiton,  a  female 
or  immature  from  Mar.  27th  to  29th  (kfwd,  pmd). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

H  Hertford,  one  singing  at  Balls  Wood  on  June  5th  ;  Highfield  Wood, 
one  singing  on  June  12th  (ll).  London  Colney,  one  singing  on 
June  29th  (ehw). 

S  Addington,  one  singing  on  Apr.  28th  (hep).  Ashtead,  one  carrying 
food  on  June  15th  (rcr).  Bookham  Common,  five  singing  in  June 
(hb,  gb.  Lie).  Oxshott,  at  least  nine  singing  in  June  (beg,  jfc,  sg). 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

Full  details  have  been  received  of  a  pair  which  bred  successfully  at  a 
water  in  Surrey.  The  locality  and  the  observer’s  initials  are  being 
withheld  for  the  time  being. 


42 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


347  Whitethroat 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Nov.  23rd  to  Dec.  28th  had  a  damaged  left  wing 
(jmc,fjh). 

354  Willow  Warbler 

M  Inner  London  :  Holland  Park,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (epb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  an  adult  ringed  on  Apr.  22nd,  1958,  was  recovered 
near  Greenock,  Renfrewshire,  on  May  25th,  1958. 

356  ChifTchafr 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  14th  (jmc). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

All  records  are  given. 

B  Denham,  Oakend  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  17th  (igj). 

E*  Epping  Forest,  High  Beach,  a  pair  carrying  food  on  June  8th  (jf). 

H  Cuffley  Great  Wood,  one  singing  on  July  6th  (gbdc). 

M  Osterley  Park,  single  birds  on  May  1st  and  Aug.  3rd  (dgh,  bagh). 
Stanmore  Wood,  one  carrying  nesting  material  on  June  1st  (jFcd,  rag)  . 
Whitewebbs  Park,  one  singing  on  June  20th  (bsms).  Inner  London  : 
Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on  May  22nd,  Aug.  17th  and  30th  (dimw, 

EHW). 

K  Chislehurst  Common,  one  singing  on  Apr.  26th  (fjh).  Downe,  a 
singing  male  from  May  to  July  (irb).  Keston  Common,  one  on 
May  1 1th  (awb).  Petts  Wood,  two  singing  males  in  May  and  a  pair 
feeding  young  in  a  different  part  of  the  wood  on  July  6th  (jmc). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  a  male  during  the  breeding  season  (sk)  . 

365  Firecrest 

E*  Havering,  Bedford’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  13th  and  two  on  the  16th 
(Jef). 

M  Brent  Res.',  one  on  Apr.  9th  (lab,  dwt)  . 

S  Selsdon  Woods,  two  with  Goldcrests  on  Mar.  30th  (irb). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

All  records  are  given  ;  the  seven  on  spring  passage  were  all  between 
April  24th  and  29th. 

E  ^Brentwood,  a  male  on  Apr.  24th  (cwb)  .  *Epping  Forest,  High  Beach, 
a  male  on  Apr.  27th  (mb,  jh).  Havering,  Bedford’s  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  6th  (dgh). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  and  a  small  party  on  Sept.  5th 
(ehw). 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  27th  (emg).  Hampstead  Heath,  two  on 
Sept.  14th  (dlg).  Osterley  Park,  one  on.  Sept.  13th  (opn,  jp). 
Perivale,  a  male  at  the  sanctuary  on  Apr.  27th  (tlb).  Southgate, 
Broomfield  Park,  a  female  on  Apr.  24th  (fjl).  West  Hyde,  one  on 
Aug.  31st  (ehw).  Inner  London  ;  Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on 
Sept.  14th,  15th  and  24th  (dimw,  ehw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  5th  and  6th  (am,  abmm).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  6th 
(emn)  . 
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K  Petts  Wood,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (jmc).  Swanscombe,  one  to  two  on 
Aug.  17th  (wib). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  21st  and  Sept.  13th  (jc,  bsm,  rcr). 
Crystal  Palace  Park,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (irb).  Epsom,  one  from 
Sept.  16th  to  23rd  (ejs).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (ghg). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (beg).  South  Norwood  Lake, 
single  birds  on  Apr.  26th  and  Aug.  30th  (dmb,  daw).  Streatham 
Common,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (bpa).  Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park, 
a  male  on  Apr.  29th  (jnar). 

370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

S  Banstead,  on  Aug.  18th,  one  watched  by  dmcc  for  a  period  of  20  min¬ 
utes  in  his  garden.  Full  details  have  been  received  and  the  following 
points  extracted  :  certainly  smaller  than  Spotted  Flycatcher  ; 
generally  brown  plumage,  brown-black  or  greyish-brown  above, 
ash-brown  chin,  orange-red  throat  shading  to  buff  on  breast,  whitish- 
buff  flanks  ;  made  numerous  sallies  from  a  fence,  quick  wheeling 
darts  with  returns  to  fence,  and  in  flight  plainly  displayed  fairly 
broad  white  patches  each  side  of  base  of  tail. 

There' are  three  previous  occurrences  in  the  Area  this  century  ;  the 
first  was  in  1955. 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

E  Romford  S.F.,  a  bird  ringed  on  Oct.  7th,  1956,  was  recovered  near 
Penha  Garcia,  Beira  Baixa,  Portugal,  on  Dec.  26th,  1957. 

374  Richard’s  Pipit 

Full  and  satisfactory  details  have  been  received  of  two  individuals 
during  April.  The  records,  with  extracts  from  the  observers’  notes, 
are  given  below. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (vag). 

Attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  bird  by  a  single  call-note,  “  ruup^\ 
uttered  in  flight  and  which  was  later  repeated  several  times.  The 
bird  alighted  and,  although  legs  and  stance  could  not  be  seen,  they 
were  suspected  of  being  typical  of  the  species  due  to  the  bird’s  head 
and  neck  showing  clearly  above  the  rather  long  grass.  The  bird 
seemed  to  be  distinctly  larger  than  a  Rock  Pipit,  with  a  prominent 
clear  eye-stripe.  The  centre  of  the  lower  throat  and  upper  breast 
were  buff  and  clear  of  streaks,  but  very  heavy  streakings  were 
present  on  the  sides  of  breast,  and  above  this  to  form  moustachial 
stripes.  Upper-parts  dark-bi  own.  White  outer  tail-feathers  and  a 
rather  long  tail  noted  in  flight. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  and  18th  (jc,  hpm). 

A  long-legged,  long-tailed  pipit  with  very  upright  posture,  larger  than 
Meadow  Pipits  and  about  the  size  of  Yellow  Wagtail  (both  species 
nearby).  Very  white  outer  tail-feathers,  especially  in  flight.  Upper 
breast  heavily  streaked  brown,  chin  and  throat  whitish,  sides  of  throat 
with  dark-brown  streaks  bordered  either  side  whitish  and  forming 
prominent  moustachial  stripes.  Heavily  streaked  upper-parts. 
Legs  very  pale.  Continual  wagtail-like  motion  of  tail  noticed. 
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376  Tree  Pipit 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on  Aug.  23rd  and 
Sept.  17th  (dimw,  ehw). 

379(a)  Rock  Pipit 

All  records  are  given. 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  (bsms)  ;  four  on  Mar.  29th  and 
30th  were  considered  to  be  either  spinoletta  or  littoralis  (jce,  jeep). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (lab).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  6th  and  Oct.  18th,  and  three  on  Oct.  19th  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  a^). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  16th  (hpm).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  single 
birds  on  Apr.  5th,  10th  and  13th  ;  one  to  four  between  Oct.  5th  and 
Nov.  9th  (many  observers).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  7th  were 
possibly  littoralis  (dimw)  ;  single  birds  on  Apr.  13th,  17th  and  22nd, 
Oct.  12th  and  26th  and  Nov.  9th  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Jan.  5th  and  Sept.  27th  (fjh).  Swanscombe 
Marshes,  single  birds  during  November  and  December  (wib). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (trs).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to 
two  from  Apr.  4th  to  18th  and  one  on  Nov.  1st  (brs).  Epsom  S.F., 
one  on  Sept.  10th  (mjc).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  and 
Oct.  30th  (beg).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  7th  and  Sept.  28th 
•and  two  on  Oct.  25th  (trs).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  22nd  (beg). 

379(b)  Water  Pipit 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  15th  (prg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (hag,  dwt).  Beddington  S.F.,  one 
on  Mar.  30th  (brs). 

Satisfactory  details  have  been  received  in  respect  of  these  records. 

380(a)  Pied  Wagtail 

M  Inner  London  ;  Mayfair,  a  pair  bred  at  a  bombed  site  in  Grosvenor 
Square  (gbdg,  kd)  .  Holland  Park,  one  seen  carrying  nesting  material 
on  May  1 1th  but  there  was  no  further  evidence  of  breeding  (epb). 

380(b)  White  Wagtail 

More  acceptable  autumn  records  than  usual. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  19th  (bsms).  Romford  S.F.,  one 
on  Apr.  27th  (rrs).  Walthamstow  Res.,  single  birds  on  Apr.  26th 
and  May  4th  ( jf,  arm)  . 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (twg).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one 
on  Apr.  8th  (jFGd,  rag).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  May  4th  and 
Sept.  13th  (twg,  bsms).  Near  Ware,  one  on  Mar.  26th  (twg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  10th  (lab).  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Apr.  19th 
(fws).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  the  unusually  early  date  of 
Feb.  26th  was  seen  again  on  Mar.  4th  (eab)  ;  single  birds  from 
Apr.  13th  to  19th  and  on  May  4th  (six  observers).  Osterley  Park, 
one  on  Apr.  4th  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  27th  (sg). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  7th  and  13th,  two  on  the  27th  and  28th  ; 
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one  on  Sept.  13th  (seven  observers).  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  9th,  two  on  the  27th  and  28th  and  one  on  Oct.  15th  (fjl). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (irb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  7th  and  22nd  (irb,  nhp).  Beddington 
S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  7th  and  one  on  the  18th  (brs).  Dulwich  Park,  one 
on  Mar.  27th  (irb).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  25th  (kfwd,  pmd). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (men). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*/HNazeing/Wormley,  a  pair  bred  at  King’s  Weir  (twg,  bsn). 

B/M  Denham  Lock,  one  pair  (tlb,  igj). 

H  Hamper  Mill,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  pair  and  a 
newly  fledged  juvenile  on  June  28th  (gbdc).  Moor  Mill,  two  pairs, 
one  of  which  bred  (rp,  ehw).  St.  Albans,  one  pair  but  no  proof  of 
breeding  (ehw).  Near  Ware,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (twg). 

H/M  Troy  Mill,  one  pair  (igj). 

M  Harefleld,  three  to  four  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  (tlb,  igj).  Ruislip, 
one  pair  (igj). 

K  ^  Shoreham,  one  pair  bred  (awb)  . 

S  Burford  Bridge,  one  on  June  14th  and  19th  (gmc).  Esher,  a  pair 
feeding  a  fully-fledged  youngster  on  June  8th  (dp).  Godstone,  at 
least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (adb,  vag,  bdh)  . 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  usual  from  most  suitable  localities 
throughout  the  Area.  The  largest  breeding  population  reported  was 
6-.35  pairs  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey  ;  these  included  eight  pairs,  the 
males  of  which  had  the  characteristics  of  Sykes’s  Wagtail  {M.f.beema). 
There  were  numerous  records  of  variant  wagtails  from  this  locality 
in  April  and  May  including  a  bird  with  a  completely  white  head  on 
May  15th  (brs).  Typical  male  Blue-headed  Wagtails  {M.fflava) 
were  seen  at  Island  Barn  Res.,  Surrey,  on  Apr.  21st  and  24th  (beg, 
JFC,  men),  King  George  VI  Res.,  Middx.,  on  May  4th  (caw),  and 
Hersham  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Oct.  6th  (dp).  A  bird  with  the  character¬ 
istics  of  the  Grey-headed  Wagtail  {M.  f.thunbergi)  was  present  at 
Ashford  Gommon  Waterworks,  Middx.,  on  Aug.  16th  (mjc). 

Four  recoveries  abroad  of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were 
received  during  the  year.  Particular  attention  is  drawn  to  the  first 
listed  below  ;  this  bird  was  first  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Beddington 
S.F.  in  July,  1956,  and  was  retrapped  there  in  July,  1957,  when  it  was 
found  to  be  an  adult  male  “  Sykes’s  ”  ;  it  was  subsequently  recovered 
in  Portugal  in  September,  1958. 

Ringed  Recovered 

21.7.56,  Beddington  S.F. ,  Surrey,  i.  6.7.57,  Beddington  S.F. 

as  juvenile  (adult  male  beema) 

ii.  c.  15.9.58,  Near  Ovar,  Beira, 
Litoral,  Portugal 


46 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


Ringed 


Recovered 


30.6.57,  Beddington  S.F.,  as 
juvenile 

30.7.57,  Beddington  S.F.,  as 
juvenile 


17.9.58,  Ushant,  Finistere, 
France 


r.  19.9.58,  Near  Fanzeres,  Oporto, 
Douro  Litoral,  Portugal 


24.4.56,  Rainham,  Essex,  as 
adult  male 


17.4.58,  Near  Centenero,  Jaca, 
Huesca,  Spain 


383  Wax  wing 

M  -  Single  birds  at  Mill  Hill  on  Mar.  22nd  (ehw)  and  in  gardens  at 
Southgate  on  Feb.  23rd  (bsms)  and  Winchmore  Hill  on  Jan.  5th  (esb). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E*  Sewardstone,  one  on  Mar.  9th  (bsms). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (ll). 

S/M  Walton  :  Chelsea  and  Lambeth  reservoirs,  one  from  Nov.  1st  until 
the  end  of  the  year  ;  it  was  also  seen  on  the  Middx,  side  of  the  Thames 
at  Stain  Hill  and  Kempton  Park  reservoirs  on  several  dates  in 
November  (so  et  al.) . 

S  Addington,  one  seen  on  many  dates  between  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  14th 
(adb,  dmb,  ds). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

All  records  are  given. 

E*  Epping  Forest,  a  male  on  May  28th  but  not  subsequently  (frt). 
Warley,  a  male  during  May  (msf). 

H  Aldenham,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Barnet,  a  pair  bred  unsuccessfully 
(gbdc).  Broxbourne  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  19th  (bsn).  Totteridge,  a 
male  in  early  June  (gbdc). 

M  Bentley  Heath,  a  male  on  several  dates  in  June  and  July  (gbdc). 
Bushy  Park,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (emg).  Eastcote,  a  male  on  June  15th 
(gcg).  Trent  Park,  one  pair  bred  (bsms,  rfp).  Winchmore  Hill, 
one  pair  bred  at  Grange  Park  (bsms)  . 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  pair  bred  (sk).  Berrylands,  one  pair  bred  ; 
Chessington,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dp).  Godstone,  a  male  on 
June  28th  and  July  4th  (adb).  Ham  Common,  one  on  May  25th 
(ajc)  .  Oxshott,  Prince’s  Coverts,  one  pair  bred  (beg,  dp)  .  Surbiton, 
one  pair  bred  (nfs).  Walton  G.P.,  one  pair  during  the  breeding 
season  (jfc,  sg).  West  Ewell,  two,  possibly  three,  pairs  present,  one 
of  which  bred  (mjc,  dp)  . 

389  Starling 

There  was  some  evidence  of  hard  weather  movements  in  late  January 
and  late  February.  The  largest  movement  reported  was  on  Jan.  24th, 
when  r.  1,300  flew  W.N.W.  during  the  morning  at  Sutton,  Surrey 
(dag).  Visible  migration  to  the  W.  or  N.W.  was  noted  at  several 
localities  during  October,  the  main  movement  occurring  on  the  19th. 
Details  of  the  larger  movements  reported  are  given  below. 
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E  Harold  Wood,  heavy  movements  to  the  W.  and  N.W.  on  Oct.  18th 
and  19th  (rbw). 

M  Staines  area,  250-300  in  six  flocks  flying  W.  around  mid-day  on 
Oct.  19th  (pRC,  ben). 

K  Blackheath  and  Greenwich  Park,  r.lOO  flying  W.  or  N.W.  during  the 
morning  of  Oct.  19th  (ret,  wgt).  London  Bridge  to  Hartford, 
r.2,500  flying  W.  between  09.30  and  10.30  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th  were 
counted  from  a  train  travelling  between  these  two  stations  (irb). 
Westcombe  Park,  180  in  two  flocks  flying  W.  at  08.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  20th 

(Jfb). 

S  Addington,  r.250  flying  W.  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  19th  (ds). 
Dulwich,  1,135  flew  W.  between  06.30  and  11.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  12th, 
and  1,520  flew  W.  between  07.00  and  09.00  hrs.  on  the  19th  (irb). 
Epsom  S.F.,  392  flying  N.W.  between  09.00  and  15.45  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th 
(kde,  jgs).  West  Norwood,  220  flew  W.  or  N.W.  on  Oct.  19th  (trs). 

391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  distribution  ; 

H  Cuffley  Great  Wood,  one  on  July  6th  (gbdc). 

M  Hampstead,  present  from  Mar.  30th  to  May  15th  (dlg).  Southgate, 
one  pair  bred  (bsms).  Stanmore,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Inner 
London  :  Regent’s  Park,  four  on  Aug.  19th  (dimw). 

S  Addington,  a  pair  on  Apr.  21st  (ds).  Banstead  Woods,  one  pair 
nested  unsuccessfully  (rhbf).  Chipstead,  one  pair  bred  (lic). 
Dulwich  Woods,  one  to  two  from  April  to  June  (irb).  Epsom,  a  pair 
on  Apr.  24th  and  May  7th  (ejs).  Kew  Gardens,  two  on  June  6th 
(irb).  Oxshott  Heath,  one  pair  during  May  (sg).  Richmond  Park, 
one  on  May  10th  and  two  on  June  6th  (irb,  edb).  Sanderstead,  a 
pair  and  a  juvenile  ;  Selsdon  Woods,  one  to  two  in  May  and  June 
(irb).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  May  10th  (rhk). 

393  Goldfinch 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dimw, 
ehw). 

394  Siskin 

Recorded  up  to  Apr.  22nd  and  from  Oct.  29th.  Only  the  larger  par¬ 
ties  are  mentioned. 

M  Brent  Park,  20  to  25  from  Jan.  1 1th  to  Feb.  15th  (lab,  rp).  Southgate, 
up  to  30  at  Grovelands  Park  in  January  and  February  (jf,  arm,  rfp). 
K  Darenth  Woods,  r.30  on  Dec.  7th  (wib).  West  Wickham,  42  on 
Nov.  30th  (dh). 

S  Esher  Common,  55  on  Nov.  30th  (irb).  Weybridge,  New  Haw,  25 
on  Dec.  29th  (ghg).  Oxshott  Heath,  r.20  on  Mar.  15th,  r.50  on 
Apr.  3rd  and  r.80  on  Apr.  7th  (beg,  jfc,  sg). 

395  Linnet 

Westerly  movements,  on  a  small  scale,  were  recorded  in  mid-October. 
The  largest  numbers  were  51  flying  N.W.  over  Epsom  S.F.,  Surrey,  on 
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the  18th  (kde)  and  50+  flying  W.  between  12.00  and  17.00  hrr.  over 
the  Staines  area  of  Middlesex  on  the  19th  (prc,  ben). 

A  bird  recovered  at  Hadley  Wood,  Herts.,  on  June  4th,  1958,  had 
been  ringed  as  an  adult  female  at  Abberton  Reservoir,  Essex,  on 
Apr.  25th,  1958. 

397  Redpoll 

Breeding  season.  Inner  London  records  and  a  ringing  recovery  only 
are  given. 

H  Broxbourne,  Cowheath  Woods,  four  pairs  present  at  least  three  of 
which  bred  (twg)  . 

M  Hampstead,  several  family  parties  were  seen  in  July  (jfwb).  Trent 
Park,  two  pairs  bred  (bsms).  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Oct.  20th  (ehw). 

S  Burgh  Heath,  a  male  throughout  the  summer  and  a  family  party  on 
Aug.  1st  (rhbf).  Oxshott  Heath,  one  to  two  pairs  in  May  and  June 
(beg,  sg).  Walton  Heath,  three  pairs  ;  absent  from  Tadworth  for 
the  first  time  for  three  years  (hb).  A  first  winter  bird  ringed  at 
Beddington  on  Sept.  28th,  1957,  was  recovered  near  Charleroi, 
Hainaut,  Belgium,  on  Dec.  10th,  1957. 

404  Crossbill 

A‘  moderate  irruption  into  the  British  Isles  during  the  summer  pro¬ 
duced  more  records  than  usual  in  the  Area. 

E*  Chingford,  five  on  July  23rd  (jlfp).  Havering,  a  party  of  12  flying 
S.E.,  calling,  at  a  considerable  height  on  July  7th  (jef). 

M  Scratch  Wood,  a  male  on  Sept.  8th  ;  Stanmore,  several  in  conifers  at 
Bentley  Priory  on  Sept.  16th  (ehw). 

K  Mottingham,  five  on  Aug.  2nd  (fjh)  . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  four  on  July  26th  (jc,  gjh).  Carshalton  Beeches, 
one  calling  on  July  14th  (bc).  Chipstead,  two  on  Sepu.  14th  (lic). 
Mickleham,  three  at  Norbury  Park  on  Aug.  4th  (dar).  Oxshott 
Heath,  one  flying  N.W.  on  July  26th,  and  a  party  of  eight  seen  in 
conifers  on  Nov.  30th  (irb,  sg).  Near  Selsdon,  three  on  Nov.  22nd 
(irb).  Tadworth,  four  on  July  26th  and  five  on  the  31st  (hb). 
Weybridge,  15  in  observer’s  garden  on  Aug.  26th,  and  small  parties  of 
four  to  ten  birds  in  the  St.  George’s  Hill  area  from  Aug.  26th  to 
Sept.  7th  (ghg).  Whyteleafe,  12  onjuly  17th  (vag). 

407  Chafiinch 

Cold  weather  in  late  January  and  again  in  late  February  produced  a 
number  of  records  from  Inner  London  squares,  where  the  species  is 
not  usually  seen,  and  increased  numbers  in  some  of  the  Royal  Parks 
and  elsewhere.  The  only  influx  of  any  size  was  at  Gunnersbury  Park, 
Middx.,  where  r.lOO  arrived  during  snow  storms  on  the  afternoon  of 
Feb.  25th  (mw).  Visible  migration  in  the  autumn  was  recorded  at 
many  localities  in  October  and  November  ;  the  movement  on 
Oct.  19th  was  particularly  widespread.  Details  of  the  more  import¬ 
ant  observations,  and  a  ringing  recovery,  are  given  overleaf. 
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E*  Harold  Wood,  migration,  chiefly  to  the  N.W.,  between  Oct.  8th  and 
Nov.  15th  with  main  movements  on  Oct.  11th,  18th,  19th  and  23rd 
(rbw)  . 

H  Broxbourne,  200  flying  N.W.  in  two  hours  on  Oct.  19th  ;  a  north¬ 
westerly  movement  was  also  recorded  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  the  same 
day  (bsn). 

M  Staines  area,  r.2,000  flew  W.N.W.  in  flocks  of  up  to  70  birds  between 
12.00  and  17.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th  (prc,  ben). 

K  Blackheath  and  Greenwich  Park,  c.900  flew  W.  or  N.W.  between 
09.09  and  12.53  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th  (ret,  wgt).  Swanscombe,  a 
“  vast  ”  passage  W.  along  R.  Thames  on  Oct.  19th  (wib).  London 
Bridge  to  Hartford,  r.2,000,  in  flocks  of  up  to  200,  probably  all 
Chaffinches,  flying  W.  between  09.30  and  10.30  hrs.  on  Oct.  19th 
were  counted  from  a  train  (irb). 

S  Addington,  c.300,  in  flocks  of  up  to  20  birds,  flew  W.  on  Oct.  19th 
(ds).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.290  flying  W.  on  Oct.  19th  (nhp). 
Chessington,  157  flew  W.  between  08.00  and  10.00  hrs.  on  Oct.  20th 
and  126  in  the  same  direction  between  08.00  and  09.30  hrs.  on  the  21st 
(dp)  ;  an  adult  female  ringed  here  on  Feb.  1st,  1958,  was  recovered 
^  at  Steinkjer,  Nord-Trondelag,  Norvv^ay,  in  May,  1958.  Dulwich, 
large  W.  or  N.W.  movements  were  recorded  on  Oct.  10th  (228  birds), 
1 1th  (584),  12th  (503),  and  lOth  (1,800  between  06.30  and  09.00  hrs.) 
(irb).  West  Norwood,  118  flew  W.  or  N.W.  on  Oct.  12th  and  717 
in  the  same  direction  on  the  19th  (trs). 

408  Brambling 

Scarce  during  January  except  on  the  25th  when  hard  weather 
produced  several  records,  including  30-40  birds  at  Ruxley  G.P.,  Kent 
(hbc)  and  20  at  Brent  Res.,  Middx,  (fh).  The  species  became  more 
widespread  in  February,  especially  during  cold  weather  on  the 
25th-26th  when  birds  appeared  in  some  numbers  at  Gunnersbury 
Park,  Middx,  (mw)  and  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Surrey  (nhp),  and  were  also 
recorded  in  Inner  London  (see  below).  The  largest  numbers  were 
present  in  March,  and  flocks  of  some  size  were  still  about  until 
Apr.  19th.  The  last  of  the  winter  was  one  at  Molesey  S.F.,  Surrey,  on 
Apr.  26th.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  species  was  never 
numerous.  The  first  was  one  at  Addington,  Surrey,  on  Oct.  11th 
(trs),  and  the  maximum  only  20,  at  Keston,  Kent,  on  Nov.  8th  (jmg). 
Details  of  the  larger  spring  flocks,  and  two  records  from  Inner  London, 
are  given  below. 

E*  Romford  S.F.,  maxima  150  on  Mar.  2nd  and  125  on  the  15th(RRs). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  c.300  on  Mar.  23rd  (twg). 

M  Inner  London  ;  Hyde  Park,  a  male  on  Feb.  26th  (rwh,  ret). 
St.  James’s  Park,  two  on  Feb.  25th  (jfc,  dgh). 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  c.lOO  on  Mar.  29th  (dp).  Molesey  S.F.,  100  on  Mar.  8th 
and  9th,  180  on  the  15th  and  150  on  Apr.  18th  (beg,  jfc,  sg,  dp). 

409  Yellowhammer 

During  hard  weather  in  January  and  February  the  species  was 
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recorded  from  Inner  London  and  some  other  localities  where  Yellow- 
hammers  do  not  usually  occur.  Movements,  unconnected  with  cold 
weather,  took  place  in  March. 

E  Harold  Wood,  one  to  four  birds  occasionally  seen  in  observer’s  garden 
between  Jan.  12th  and  Mar.  12th  (rbw).  Hornchurch,  Ardleigh 
Green,  three  males  in  a  garden  on  Mar.  1st  (rfh). 

M  Gunnersbury  Park,  at  least  50  birds  arrived  during  a  snow  storm  on 
Feb.  25th  (mw).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  flock  of  29  on  Mar.  20th  (dlg). 
Osterley  Park,  seven  from  Feb.  22nd  to  27th,  two  on  Mar.  2nd,  seven 
.  on  the  16th,  two  on  the  22nd  and  one  on  Apr.  13th  (dgh).  Inner 
London  :  City,  one  at  Aldermanbury  on  Mar,  12th  (ajg).  Green 
Park,  nine  on  Feb.  26th  and  27th  (jfc,  dgh).  Hyde  Park,  seven  on 
Feb.  26th  and  two  on  the  28th  (rwh,  ret).  Regent’s  Park,  single 
birds  on  Jan.  24th  and  Feb.  26th,  and  a  male  singing  on  Mar.  28th 
(ehw)  . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  to  four  on  Feb.  26th  (nhp)  .  Streatham  Common, 
three  on  Feb.  26th  and  one  on  Mar.  21st  ;  West  Norwood,  nine  flying 
N.W.  on  Mar.  4th  (trs). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  distribution  ; 

E  Chigwell  Row,  one  singing  at  Hog  Hill  and  two  at  Marks  Gate  on 
Apr.  22nd  ;  Dagenham,  at  least  one  pair  present  in  May  ;  Fairlop, 
six  birds  singing  on  Apr.  22nd  (djs). 

H  Moor  Hill,  one  pair  ;  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  successfully; 
Totteridge,  one  singing  on  June  21st  (ehw).  West  Hyde  G.P.,  one 
singing  on  July  6th  (igj). 

H/M  Springwell  G.P.,  c.lO  singing  males  on  Mar.  23rd  (igj). 

M  Osterley  Park,  two  females  carrying  food  in  late  June  were  mated  to 
the  same  male  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  at  least  three  singing  males 
(beg,  jfg,  dgh)  .  Sunbury,  one  to  two  males  (kfwd,  pmd)  . 

K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (rjf)  . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  presumed  pair  in  late  May  and  June  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  (brs).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  to  two  singing  males 
in  March  and  early  April  (beg,  jfg,  sg).  Molesey  Res.,  one  singing 
in  May  and  June  (beg,  jfg,  sg).  Walton  G.P.  and  Res.  one  singing 
during  the  summer  (kfwd,  pmd,  sg)  . 

415  Cirl  Bunting 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  three,  including  one  male,  with  Yellowhammers 
on  Jan.  26th  (gbdg). 

S  Betchworth,  one  in  song  on  Sept.  5th  (hb). 

416  Ortolan  Bunting 

E*  South  Weald  Park,  a  male  on  May  17th  (msf).  Details  are  published 
in  the  Essex  Bird  Report,  1958,  p.  44. 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  a  female  or  immature  on  May  3rd  and  4th,  and  an  adult 
male  from  May  3rd  to  10th.  Both  birds  frequented  a  small  reedy  pool 
and  a  line  of  Willow  trees  ;  on  no  occasion  were  they  seen  together, 
but  the  descriptions  received  leave  no  doubt  that  two  birds  were 
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present.  Several  observers  (mjc,  hpm,  dp,  aq^  et  al.)  submitted  details 
from  which  the  following  are  extracted. 

Female  or  immature  :  Forehead,  crown,  nape  and  cheeks  grey  with  slight 
olive  tint.  Pronounced  creamy  moustachial  stripes  bordered  below 
with  dark  brown  ;  a  cream  triangular  patch  on  chin.  Upper-breast 
warm-buff  with  light  brown  streakings  ;  lower-breast  with  heavier 
brown  streakings  on  warm  pinkish-buff.  Flanks  and  belly  warm 
brown-buff.  Mantle  and  back  brown  with  darker  striations.  Tail 
brown  with  white  outer  tail-feathers,  slightly  forked. 

Male  :  Olive  head  and  breast  without  striations,  yellow  throat  with 
olive  moustachial  stripes,  pinkish-buff  underparts.  Upper-parts 
brown  with  darker  striations. 

Both  birds  had  prominent  pale  eye-rings,  and  their  legs  and  conical¬ 
shaped  bills  were  pinkish.  Their  call,  when  perched  or  in  flight,  was 
a  soft  “  quip^\  The  song  of  the  male  was  described  by  different 
observers  as  “  similar  to  Yellowhammer”,  “  similar  to  Reed  Bunting”, 
or  “  something  between  Yellowhammer  and  Reed  Bunting”. 

421  Reed  Bunting 

During  severe  weather  in  February  a  male  was  seen  at  the  British 
Museum  (Natural  History),  South  Kensington,  on  the  27th  (clc,  rs) 
and  a  pair  at  Cripplegate  on  the  same  day  (ehw)  .  Surprisingly,  these 
constitute  the  first  records  for  Inner  London  in  the  present  century. 
On  Feb.  25th  Reed  Buntings  were  also  recorded  at  Gunnersbury  Park, 
Middx.,  where  no  fewer  than  50  arrived  on  some  playing  fields  during 
a  blizzard  (mw)  . 

Reports  from  several  localities  indicate  a  widespread  movement  in 
late  March  and  early  April.  During  this  period  some  30-50  birds 
were  present  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey  (brs),  and  at  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
Herts.,  there  were  40+  on  Mar.  26th  (bsn)  and  over  100  on  Apr.  7th 
(dk,  jlfp).  At  the  Staines  reservoirs,  Middx.,  a  number  of  observers 
commented  on  increases  between  Apr.  3rd  and  12th,  and  on  the  last 
date  70-100  were  present  on  the  banks  of  King  George  VI  reservoir. 
On  Mar.  30th  twenty-one  were  counted  at  Richmond  Park,  Surrey, 
while  on  Apr.  19th  five  parties,  totalling  20  birds,  were  recorded 
moving  N.W.  across  the  park  between  09-00  and  10-30  hrs.  (ghg). 
There  were  other  reports  at  this  time  of  smaller  numbers  in  gardens 
and  other  places  where  the  species  is  infrequently  recorded. 

422  Lapland  Bunting 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  the  concrete  bank  of  the  reservoir  was  watched 
at  close  range  by  jwd  and  bpp  on  Apr.  13th.  The  following  details 
have  been  extracted  from  the  observers’  notes  : 

The  bird  had  a  typical  bunting’s  back  striations  ;  the  flanks  were 
unstreaked.  Crown  black/brown  to  sides  with  pale  fleckings  which 
formed  a  central  crown-stripe.  The  superciliary  was  pale  grey. 
Nape  pale-brown  with  a  tendency  for  the  pale  area  to  extend  down 
sides  of  neck  in  the  form  of  a  collar.  Area  well  behind  eye  blackish. 
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No  noticeable  white  outer  tail-feathers  seen  to  rather  short  tail.  Bill 
pale  horn  below  with  darker  upper  mandible.  Legs  appeared  grey- 
black.  The  bird  crouched  close  to  the  concrete  several  times  and  at 
others  ran  short  distances.  It  finally  flew  giving  characteristic 
“  teeou  ”  call  note. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  seen  in  flight  by  bsm  on  Apr.  5th  ;  a  second 
observer,  vag,  independently  identified  a  Lapland  Bunting  on  call 
alone  at  the  sewage  farm  some  two  hours  later.  The  bird  was 
instantly  recognized  by  bsm  by  the  “  ticky-tick-teu  ”  call  note  followed 
-  by  a  clear  distinctive  whistle  ;  as  the  bird  flew  away  it  gave  the 
“  teu-teu-teu  ”  note.  Although  not  seen  on  the  ground  the  bird  was 
distinctive  as  it  was  already  attaining  summer  plumage.  The  crown, 
face  and  throat  were  black,  and,  as  the  bird  flew  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  observer,  a  pale  stripe  could  be  seen  running  from  behind  the  eye. 
The  nape  was  vivid  chestnut  and  was  separated  from  the  black  face  by 
a  broad  whitish  stripe.  The  rest  of  the  upper-parts  were  similar  to  a 
Reed  Bunting,  and  the  outer  tail-feathers  were  very  white. 

423  Snow  Bunting 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  male  in  flight  on  Dec.  6th  (dwt)  .  King  George  VI  Res., 
one  flew  over,  calling  loudly,  on  Nov.  9th  (prc,  ree,  ben,  aq,). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  male  on  Mar.  2nd  (aq,)  and  a  female  or  immature 
on  Nov.  27th  (pjf).  Staines  Moor,  one,  considered  to  be  an  immature 
female,  on  Mar.  2nd  (jfc,  sg,  aq^). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Only  breeding  season  records  for  localities  not  mentioned  in  the 
L.B.R.  for  1955  to  1957  are  given  below. 

H  Radlett,  a  fairly  large  colony  (ehw)  . 

M  Enfleld  Loqk,  one  pair  bred  (bsms).  Trent  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (rep). 

K  Downe,  four  pairs  (irb)  .  Lullingstone  Park,  one  pair  (jmc)  .  Shore- 
ham,  one  pair  (gmc). 

S  Addlestone,  at  least  10  pairs  at  Wey  Manor  Farm  (ghg).  Epsom 
S.F.,  r.30  pairs  (mjc). 

Additions  to  London  Bird  Reports  for  previous  years 

Records  of  Shore  Lark  and  Collared  Dove  given  below  are  of  particular 
interest  as  both  species  are  new  to  the  London  Area  ;  publication  was 
delayed  until  full  details  were  available.  Details  of  the  Little  Bitterns  at 
Beddington  S.F.  were  withheld  in  the  hope  that  the  birds  would  return 
in  subsequent  years. 

37  Little  Bittern 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  very  noisy  but  excessively  shy  pair  in  some  heavily 
overgrown  lagoons  from  June  18th  to  July  14th  and  single  birds  on 
Aug.  6th  and  14th,  1956  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Very  full  details  have  been 
submitted.  Although  the  birds  were  left  undisturbed  as  much  as 
possible,  it  seems  unlikely  that  breeding  took  place.  The  lagoons 
which  they  frequented  were  flooded  by  heavy  rain  on  July  16th,  and 
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an  intensive  search  after  the  birds  had  left  failed  to  produce  any 
evidence  of  breeding. 

131  Oystercatcher 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  18  on  Aug.  4th,  1956  (ch,  fhw). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Fairlop,  r.300  on  Mar.  2nd,  1957  (djs). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Dagenham  Dock,  two  on  Sept.  24th,  1957  (djs). 

Collared  Dove 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  an  adult  on  July  23rd,  25th  and  28th  and  Aug.  2nd, 
1957.  Two  adults  were  seen  together  on  Aug.  4th,  and  one  on  three 
subsequent  dates  until  Sept.  3rd  (two,  bls,  jmv).  Full  details  were 
submitted  by  bls,  and  the  following  are  extracted  : 

The  bird  was  first  noticed  on  the  ground  ’at  a  range  of  some  30  yards 
when  the  generally  pale  sandy  colour,  the  dark  primaries,  black  half 
collar  edged  with  white  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  the  lack  of  any 
mottled  effect  on  the  back  as  in  the  Turtle  Dove  were  noted.  By 
using  the  cover  of  a  bank  it  was  possible  to  approach  within  25  feet  of 
the  bird,  and  at  this  range  the  delicate  pink  flush  on  the  breast  was 
quite  marked.  When  put  to  flight  the  dark  primaries  contrasting 
with  the  pale  wing  surfaces  was  very  noticeable,  as  was  the  white  distal 
portion  of  the  under-tail  when  the  bird  banked  over.  The  white  outer 
tips  to  the  upper  tail-feathers  did  not  contrast  with  the  pale  central 
tail-feathers  as  in  the  Turtle  Dove,  where  these  feathers  are  much 
darker.  This  bird  was  examined  carefully,  while  at  rest  for  any  signs 
of  domestic  strains  in  the  plumage,  but  it  was  apparently  pure 
decaocto. 

265  Wryneck 

S  Addington,  one  on  Sept.  19th,  1956  (adb). 

273  Shore  Lark 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  ploughed  land  on  Mar.  24th  and  25th,  1957 
(jfwb,  dwt).  Full  details  have  been  received  from  both  observers  ; 
the  following  is  extracted  from  their  notes. 

At  times  in  company  with  Skylarks  the  bird  was  seen  to  be  slightly 
smaller  and  more  plump.  The  main  features  were  the  very  pale 
underparts,  black  facial  markings  and  “  high  collar”,  and  pale  yellow 
on  the  face.  Crown  and  nape  light-brown  fading  to  grey-brown  on 
the  mantle,  back  and  rump,  and  darker  on  the  tail  ;  outer  tail-feathers 
very  pale,  not  very  noticeable  on  the  ground.  Lores  and  cheeks 
black  fading  to  grey  around  the  ear-coverts.  A  narrow  black  gorget 
contrasting  with  the  pale  yellow  throat  ;  breast  pale  ;  belly  dirty- 
white  continuing  to  under  tail-coverts.  Flanks  brown.  The  bird 
was  quite  vocal,  a  “  chreep  ”  note,  more  high  pitched  than  usual  call  of 
Skylarks,  and  a  liquid  “  soo-seep  ”  being  heard. 
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Breeding  Population  of  Lapwings,  Coot 
and  Meadow  Pipits 

By  R.  C.  Homes,  B.  L.  Sage  and  R,  Spencer 

TN  1957  the  Ornithological  Section  of  the  London  Natural  History  Society 
conducted  an  enquiry  into  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Lapwing 
{Vanellus  vanelliis),  Coot  {Fulica  atra)  and  Meadow  Pipit  [Anthus  pratensis) 
within  20  miles  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Of  these  species  the  Lapwing 
was  chosen  because  of  its  very  pronounced  decrease  inland  in  many  parts 
of  south-east  England  during  the  present  century.  The  winter  population 
of  the  Coot  has  recently  been  the  object  of  research  on  a  national  scale 
and  it  seemed  useful  therefore  to  obtain  more  precise  knowledge  of  the 
number  of  breeding  birds  in  our  Area.  The  Meadow  Pipit  is  a  species 
which  Robert  Spencer  has  for  some  time  been  studying  as  a  migrant  and 
winter  visitor  on  Romford  sewage  farm  and  which  is  likely  soon  to  be  the 
object  of  special  investigation  by  the  Migration  Research  Officer  of  the 
British  Trust  for  Ornithology  :  as  so  little  was  known  of  the  local  popula¬ 
tion  a  survey  in  the  breeding  season  seemed  to  be  an  important  preliminary 
to  any  wider  study. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  cover  the  whole  Area  by  direct  approach  to 
observers  on  a  geographical  basis,  and  although  there  were  some  serious 
gaps,  especially  in  Essex  and  south-west  Middlesex,  reports  were  eventually 
collected  for  about  two-thirds  of  the  1,200  odd  square  miles  involved. 
Very  little  information  was  received  from  the  part  of  the  Area  in  Bucking¬ 
hamshire.  A  list  of  the  other  chief  gaps  is  given  in  the  appendix. 

COOT 

The  total  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  was  about  419  distributed 
as  follows: — 

Hertfordshire  131  Essex  61 

Surrey  90  Kent  49 

Middlesex  88 

As  coverage  of  the  Area  was  incomplete,  these  figures  must  be  regarded  as 
minima,  the  total  breeding  population  undoubtedly  being  somewhat 
higher.  The  most  serious  gap  was  in  south-west  Middlesex,  where  the 
many  flooded  gravel  pits,  in  particular,  must  support  quite  a  large  breeding 
population.  Although  small  areas  of  Essex,  Hertfordshire,  Kent  and  Surrey 
were  also  uncovered  an  examination  of  the  map  suggests  that  the  number 
of  suitable  breeding  sites  thus  overlooked  was  not  great. 

In  arriving  at  the  figure  of  419  pairs  it  has  been  necessary,  in  a  few 
instances  where  the  sites  could  not  be  visited  in  1957,  to  utilize  information 
obtained  in  previous  years.  Due  to  the  annual  fluctuations  in  the  number 
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of  breeding  pairs  at  many  localities,  the  breeding  population  of  the  Area 
as  a  whole  may  vary  considerably  from  year  to  year. 

An  analysis  of  the  types  of  habitats  occupied  is  presented  in  Table  1. 

Table  1 


Lakes  and  ponds  ... 

No.  of 
pairs 

188 

Percentage 
of  total 
44-75 

Flooded  gravel,  sand 
or  clay  pits 

149 

35-65 

Reservoirs  ... 

64 

15-32 

Rivers  and  canals  ... 

14 

3-31 

Sewage  farms 

4 

0-97 

Total 

419 

100% 

It  is  obvious  that  cover  of  the  many  flooded  gravel  pits  in  south-west 
Middlesex  would  have  considerably  increased  the  percentage  of  breeding 
pairs  occupying  this  type  of  habitat.  The  distribution  of  the  various 
types  reported  together  with  the  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  on  each  is 


summarized  in  Table  2 

: — 

Table  2 

Essex 

Herts. 

Kent 

Middlesex 

Surrey 

Lakes  and  ponds 

32 

10 

9 

48 

89 

Flooded  gravel,  sand 

or  clay  pits 

9 

97 

38 

5 

Reservoirs 

20 

20 

23 

1 

Rivers  and  canals 

2 

12 

Sewage  farms 

4 

61 

131 

49 

88 

90 

Grand  total  of  breeding  pairs — 4 1 9 


The  large  reservoirs  with  wholly  artiflcial  banks  and  no  cover  are 
not  favoured  by  coot  for  breeding  purposes.  As  a  result  the  William 
Girling  and  King  George  V  reservoirs  in  Essex,  the  Staines  and  Littleton 
reservoirs  in  Middlesex  and  Island  Barn,  Lonsdale  Road  and  the  Molesey 
group  in  Surrey  are  not  represented  in  the  above  analysis. 

Details  under  counties 

Essex 

The  greatest  concentration  of  breeding  pairs  was  at  the  Walthamstow 
reservoirs  where  there  was  a  minimum  of  20.  It  is  known  that  in  previous 
years  the  number  was  much  higher.  The  second  largest  population  was 
on  the  four  ponds  in  Wanstead  Park  which  supported  a  total  of  eight  possible 
breeding  pairs.  There  were  also  six  or  more  pairs  at  Hornchurch  Chase. 
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Hertfordshire 

The  largest  numbers  were  on  the  flooded  gravel  pits  in  the  Lea  and 
Colne  valleys,  with  totals  of  61  and  36  pairs  respectively.  There  were  20 
pairs  on  Aldenham  reservoir  of  which  1 1  reared  young  and  a  further  six 
are  known  to  have  made  unsuccessful  attempts  to  breed.  Although  no 
coot  bred  at  Hilfield  Park  reservoir  in  1957,  six  pairs  did  so  in  1958  despite 
the  lack  of  cover. 

Kent 

A  total  of  16  breeding  pairs  attributed  to  the  Stone  and  Hartford 
marshes  is  based  on  pre-1957  information.  No  report  was  recHved  for 
Keston  ponds  or  Lamorbey  Park  lake  which  are  believed  to  support  a  few 
pairs.  There  are  few  other  suitable  sites  which  were  not  covered,  but  the 
figure  of  49  breeding  pairs  for  the  London  part  of  the  county  is  only  very 
approximate. 

Middlesex 

The  figure  of  88  pairs  is  certainly  a  considerable  underestimate  for 
reasons  already  stated.  Apart  from  the  part  not  covered  at  all,  the  estimate 
of  12  pairs  along  the  Thames  from  Staines  to  Sunbury  is  also  believed  to  be 
on  the  low  side.  The  Brent  reservoir  had  22  pairs  occupying  territory. 
A  total  of  25  pairs  bred,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  in  St.  James’s  Park.  Only 
one  pair  bred  in  Grange  Park  at  Enfield  in  1957,  whereas  in  1955  there  had 
been  10  pairs. 

Surrey 

The  figure  of  90  pairs  is  probably  fairly  accurate,  as  there  are  few 
suitable  sites  in  the  parts  not  covered.  The  Walton  gravel  pits  supported 
a  fair  breeding  population  which  was  wiped  out  when  they  were  drained. 
Two  pairs  also  bred  at  Ham  gravel  pits  up  to  about  1955  but  left  when  the 
water  area  contracted.  There  are  known  to  have  been  some  nests  along 
the  Thames  between  Laleham  and  Shepperton,  but  no  figures  are  available. 
The  greatest  concentration  of  breeding  pairs  were  at  Waddon  ponds  with 
about  30  pairs,  Fetcham  Mill  ponds  with  18  and  Gatton  Park  with  1 1. 


Non-breeding  birds 

Hohn  42  :  209-210)  states  that  in  his  experience  non¬ 

breeding  gatherings  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  He  quotes  as  examples 
about  50  coot  at  Slough  sewage  farm,  Buckinghamshire,  in  June 
1936,  and  a  similar  number  at  Feltham  gravel  pits,  Middlesex,  in 
1944.  The  latter  locality  is  unfortunately  in  that  part  of  the  county  not 
covered  in  1957.  Little  definite  information  on  non-breeding  birds  was 
obtained  in  the  census,  but  a  minimum  of  100  adults  at  Walthamstow 
reservoirs  in  May  compared  with  a  breeding  population  of  about  20  pairs. 
Elsewhere  there  were  16  non-breeding  birds  at  Hilfield  Park  reservoir  on 
June  21st,  40-50  at  Ruxley  gravel  pits  (compared  with  up  to  100  in  some 
years)  ,82  at  Island  Barn  reservoir  onJune22nd  andup  to  18  inSt.  James’s  Park. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  total  non-breeding  population  must  be  considerable. 
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LAPWING 

The  number  of  pairs  reported  by  county  and  habitat  are  set  out  in 
Table  3.  Descriptions  of  habitat  were  frequently  very  vague,  as  the  primary 
object  was  to  establish  the  size  of  the  population,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult 
to  assess  accurately  the  importance  of  different  types  of  land.  One  thing 
that  is  readily  apparent,  however,  is  the  importance  of  a  damp  environ¬ 
ment  in  the  breeding  area.  Sewage  farms  account  for  nearly  24%  of  those 
pairs,  for  which  some  indication  is  given  of  the  habitat,  and  water  meadows 
(including  damp  pasture  even  if  this  is  not  strictly  water  meadow)  hold 
about  another  20%.  Bearing  in  mind  that  some  22%  of  the  pairs  were  on 
“  agricultural  land,”  type  unspecified  but  probably  including  some  damp 
pasture,  it  is  evident  that  half,  or  even  substantially  more,  of  the  pairs  were 
on  wet  land.  The  other  important  category  is  arable  land  in  its  various 
stages,  probable  accounting  for  most  of  the  balance.  Only  a  few  pairs  were 
positively  described  as  being  on  dry  pasture,  while  a  sprinkling  are  found  on 
such  sites  as  gravel  pits,  disused  chalk  pits  and  an  airport. 

A  possibly  important  factor  affecting  the  rough  proportions  given  is 
that  a  fringe  of  our  Area  in  rural  Herts,  and  a  large  part  of  the  rural 
sector  of  Essex  were  not  covered.  These  would  not  include  any  important 
sewage  farms  but  do  include  some  pasture  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
dry  pasture  and  arable  land.  A  hurried  check  in  1959  showed  that  from 
8  to  14  pairs  were  breeding  in  water  meadows  in  the  Roydon  and  Little 
Parndon  district  and  about  another  12-18  pairs  on  high  agricultural  land 
east  of  Nazeing. 

The  value  of  water  meadows  as  an  important  habitat  is  thus  confirmed 
by  this  additional  information,  and  it  is  significant  that  the  largest  surviving 
colony,  at  Beddington,  is  on  a  sewage  farm,  where  there  is  a  combination 
of  the  damp  environment,  abundant  food  and  some  freedom  from  disturb¬ 
ance  because  of  the  conditions.  Other  sewage  farms  which  have  attracted 
large  colonies  are  at  Epsom  (about  12  pairs  in  1957)  and  Watford,  until  the 
farm  was  closed  down  in  1953.  Extensive  housing  development  follov/ed, 
and  the  same  fate  is  scheduled  for  the  farm  at  Epsom.  Building  has  also 
wiped  out  whole  populations  on  the  North  Downs  and  doubtless  elsewhere. 

The  evidence  for  the  decrease  of  the  Lapwing  quite  apart  from  the 
effects  of  building  development  is  only  too  clear,  as  is  particularly  well 
shown  by  counts  of  pairs  made  by  T.  W.  Gladwin  and  G.  B.  D.  Ghidwick 
in  Hertfordshire  set  out  in  Table  4.  No  notes  of  value  were  received  on 
the  effects  of  different  agricultural  practices  in  the  tilling  and  fertilizing 
of  the  land,  but  it  is  obvious  from  the  present  attraction  of  damp  habitats 
that  the  greatly  improved  drainage  of  marginal  land  must  have  been  a 
contributory  factor  in  the  decline. 

The  nearest  colony  to  London  is  now  the  one  at  Beddington,  which  is 
about  10  miles  from  London  and  is  also  the  largest  in  the  Area,  as  already 
mentioned.  A  remnant  survives  at  Abbey  Wood,  which  is  about  the  same 
distance  from  St.  Paul’s  :  in  1956  there  were  two  pairs  only,  but  as  recently 
as  1951  there  were  from  12-18  pairs  in  young  corn,  the  grazing  marsh  being 
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then  waterlogged.  The  population  of  Lapwings  on  the  Thames  marshes 
was  drastically  reduced  after  the  overflowing  of  the  Thames  in  early  1953 
and  the  disastrous  effect  of  the  increased  salinity  on  the  available  food. 

MEADOW  PIPIT 
Breeding 

Of  the  three  species  involved  in  the  inquiry  the  Meadow  Pipit  is 
probably  the  most  easily  overlooked  as  a  breeding  bird.  As  the  obser¬ 
vations  in  certain  areas  were  stated  to  be  no  more  than  casual,  and  as  some 
localities  important  for  the  species  were  not  visited,  the  total  reported  may 
fairly  be  regarded  as  conservative.  In  Table  5  the  localities  are  listed 
by  counties,  with  the  number  of  pairs  present,  and,  in  brackets,  the  number 
of  pairs  stated  to  have  bred. 


Table  5 

PAIRS  OF  MEADOW  PIPITS  IN  THE  SOCIETY’S  AREA  IN  THE 

BREEDING  SEASON,  1957 


County 

Localities 

Bucks 

Denham  ...  . 

Essex 

Rainham-Aveley  4  +  ,  West  Thurrock  3 . 

Herts. 

Groxley  Moor  2,  Moor  Hill  gravel  pit  1-2 

Kent 

Stone  Marshes  4-5  (3),  Elmers  End  4  . 

Middlesex 

Bentley  Heath  1  (1),  Brent  reservoir  1  (1), 
Enfield  Chase  2,  Staines  reservoir  2  (1),  Poyle 
gravel  pit  1  +  ,  Stanwellmoor  gravel  pit  1,  nr. 
Perry  Oaks  1  (1) . 

Surrey 

Richmond  Park  1  (1),  Wimbledon  Common  3  (3), 
Embercourt  1,  nr.  Island  Barn  reservoir  1,  Hook 
1 ,  Arbrook  Common  1 ,  Prince’s  Coverts  1  + , 
Epsom  Downs  3  (2),  Banstead  Down  c.  7, 
Headley  Heath  14  (10),  Walton  Heath  4  (3), 
Reigate  Heath  1,  Nutfield  1  +  . 

Totals 

1 

7  + 

3-4 

8-9  (3) 


9+  (4) 


39 +  (19) 


Grand  Total  67 — 69  (26) 


Some  adjustments  may  be  made  to  these  figures.  In  Essex,  for 
example,  a  large  part  of  the  Rainham-Aveley  habitat  is  W^ar  Department 
property  which  could  not  be  visited,  but  where  pipits  almost  certainly  breed. 
In  Kent,  the  marshes  along  the  Thames,  with  the  exception  of  those  at 
Stone,  were  not  surveyed  in  1957,  but  in  the  years  1948-1953  J.  F.  Burton 
found  Meadow  Pipits  breeding  in  small  numbers  at  Abbey  Wood,  Grayford, 
Dartford  and  Swanscombe  marshes  and  it  seems  probable  that  some  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so.  A  pair  which  nested  at  Letchmore  Heath,  Hertfordshire, 
in  1956  may  have  done  so  undetected  in  1957.  Together,  these  three  areas, 
with  any  others  overlooked,  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  account  for 
another  dozen  pairs.  Thus  it  is  probable  that  about  80  pairs  of  Meadow 
Pipits  summered  in  the  Society’s  Area  in  1957,  of  which  26  pairs  are  known 
to  have  bred,  or  attempted  breeding. 
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Although  too  few  observers  supplied  information  to  permit  a  detailed 
analysis  of  breeding  habitats,  it  is  clear  that  most  records  relate  to  one  or 
other  of  two  broad  categories  :  “  heath  ”  and  “  waterside.”  Many  of  the 
heaths  are  in  Surrey  and  are  typically  described  as  areas  of  fairly  short 
rough  grass,  with  frequent  clumps  of  hawthorn,  broom  or  gorse.  Birches 
and  pines  are  present  in  some  areas  ;  and  heather  and  bracken,  the  latter 
stunted,  are  locally  important. 

Away  from  the  heaths  the  presence  of  rough  grazing  or  fairly  long 
undisturbed  vegetation  seems  to  be  characteristic.  In  some  of  the  damper 
areas  rushes  and  sedges  may  be  of  importance.  No  mention  was  made 
by  observers  of  the  type  of  nest  site  at  gravel  pits,  and  the  only  reference  to 
agricultural  land  was  along  the  Kent  bank  of  the  Thames,  for  which 
J.  F.  Burton  summarized  the  position  :  “  Generally  speaking  Meadow 

Pipits  appear  to  breed  ...  on  the  saltings,  grassy  river  walls,  in  rough  grass 
by  road-sides  and  field  edges,  and  in  fields  under  crops.” 

Passage  and  Wintering 

When  the  inquiry  was  planned  it  was  hoped  that  enough  reports  could 
be  obtained  to  permit  a  study  of  the  build-up  in  numbers  of  the  wintering 
population,  and  even  to  trace  any  large  mid-winter  movements  from  one 
part  of  the  Area  to  another.  Unfortunately  the  material  received  was  too 
fragmentary  for  either  object  to  be  realized.  Furthermore,  observations  at 
the  Romford  and  Beddington  sewage  farms  showed  that,  compared  with 
recent  seasons,  1957/58  was  an  unusually  poor  winter  for  Meadow  Pipits. 
Other  observers  commented  that  birds  arrived  later  than  usual,  and  in 
smaller  numbers. 

The  reports  indicate  that  visible  migration  was  widespread  in  the 
area  from  September  4th  until  about  the  end  of  October.  Generally 
speaking  small  numxbers  were  reported  and  there  were  no  marked  peaks. 
The  heaths  were  largely  deserted  in  winter,  birds  appearing  in  the  wintering 
localities  from  about  the  beginning  of  October.  The  largest  concentrations, 
of  100-300,  were  found  on  sewage  farms,  ploughed  land  and  riverside 
marshes,  but  parties  of  up  to  a  dozen  were  quite  widely  dispersed  on  lower 
land,  one  bird  even  visiting  a  garden  at  Barnehurst.  Too  few  significant 
fluctuations  in  numbers  of  wintering  birds  were  reported  to  allow  any 
conclusions  to  be  drawn. 

Few  observers  recorded  the  departure  of  wintering  birds  or  the  spring 
passage.  The  reports  available  indicate  that  birds  start  to  leave  the  winter¬ 
ing  localities  before  mid-March,  this  movement  probably  merging  with 
passage  and  both  coming  to  an  end  by  the  second  week  in  April. 

In  general,  both  for  breeding  and  for  wintering  status,  the  inquiry 
has  borne  out  the  statements  in  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area.  There  is  some 
evidence  of  a  continued  contraction  of  the  breeding  range  in  Surrey,  but 
the  species  is  probably  holding  its  own  in  the  Area  as  a  whole.  Much  larger 
numbers  are  reported  in  winter.  The  extent  to  which  the  mid-winter 
population  is  static  is  not  known. 
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APPENDIX 

AREAS  NOT  COVERED  BY  THE  SURVEYS 

Essex 

North  of  the  road  from  Waltham  to  High  Beach  and  between  road 
Waltham-Roydon  on  the  west  and  High  Beach-Chipping  Ongar  on 
the  east. 

Between  railway  line  Stratford-Chipping  Ongar,  on  the  west  and 
north,  and  road  Stratford-Brentwood  on  the  south. 

Herts. 

The  cover  in  the  area  between  railway  line  Wood  Green-Hertford 
and  the  Lea  valley  was  partial  only. 

Between  road  Watford-Abbots  Langley  on  the  south-west,  and  on 
the  south-east  a  line  following  the  Colne  and  the  railway  line  from 
Smallford  station  to  Hatfield,  thence  the  Lea  to  Hertford. 

A  small  area  between  Northwood  and  Bushey. 

Middlesex 

Approximately  between  railway  line  Brentford-Southall-Yiewsley  on 
the  north,  river  Colne  on  the  west  to  Staines,  road  Staines-Hampton 
on  the  south  and  river  Thames  on  the  east. 

Surrey 

Between  river  Thames  from  Walton  to  Staines,  road  Staines-Egham, 
the  Society’s  boundary  to  West  Weybridge,  railway  to  Burwood  Park 
and  north  to  Walton. 

Small  strip  between  Feltham  and  Painshill  Park,  Cobham  (except 
for  Bookham  Common). 

Between  railway  Purley-Redhill,  road  Redhill-Godstone  and  road 
Godstone-Purley. 

Kent 

For  the  marshes  between  Greenwich  and  Erith,  only  information 
from  the  previous  year  was  available. 

Between  road  Bromley-Chislehurst-Orpington-Swanley-Kingsdown, 
on  the  north  and  east,  and  road  Bromley-Farnborough-Dunton  Green 
on  the  west. 

A  circle  of  about  two  miles  radius  from  Downe. 
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The  Irruption  of  Tits  and  Other  Species  in  the 

London  Area,  1957-1958 

By  S.  Cramp 


Summary 

1.  The  irruption  of  Blue  Tits  {Parus  caeruleus),  Great  Tits  {P.  major)  and 
Coal  Tits  {P.  ater)  in  the  autumn  of  1957  was  on  a  considerable  scale  in  the 
London  area,  and  there  was  evidence  of  return  movements,  mainly  of  Blue  and 
Great  Tits,  in  early  1958.  As  elsewhere,  it  was  accompanied  by  increased 
opening  of  milk  bottles  and  attacks  on  paper,  putty,  etc. 

2.  Movements  of  Jays  {Garrulus  glandarius)  on  an  unusual  scale  were  ob¬ 
served,  and  there  were  some  increases  in  Nuthatches  {Sitta  europa),  Long-tailed 
Tits  {Aegithalos  caudatus),  Hedge  Sparrows  {Prunella  modularis)  and,  to  a  lesser 
extent.  Wrens  {Troglodytes  troglodytes),  Treecreepers  {Certhia  familiaris)  and  Gold- 
crests  {Regulus  regulus). 

3.  Counts  of  tits  observed  in  central  London  provide  a  valuable  index  of 
the  size  and  nature  of  the  irruption. 

4. ,  Although  there  have  been  no  reports  suggesting  that  the  irruption  led 
to  any  marked  increases  in  the  numbers  of  tits  breeding  in  1958,  Nuthatches 
bred  in  Inner  London  for  the  first  time  this  century. 

Introduction 

In  the  autumn  of  1957  there  were  large-scale  movements  of  tits  and 
other  species  not  only  in  many  parts  of  the  British  Isles,  but  also  over  large 
areas  of  Europe,  particularly  the  north-west.  It  is  hoped  to  publish  a 
full  descriptive  ahd  analytical  report  shortly  in  British  Birds.  This  paper 
deals  only  with  the  movements  in  the  London  Area,  which  like  the  remainder 
of  south-eastern  England,  was  affected  to  a  marked  extent. 

The  Movements  of  Tits,  1957-1958 

In  many  districts,  and  especially  in  southern  England,  there  were 
reports  of  increased  numbers  of  tits,  mainly  Blue  and  Great,  long  before 
any  important  coastal  movements  were  recorded.  In  the  London  Area 
increases,  chiefly  of  Blue  Tits,  were  observed  in  August  at,  for  example, 
Battersea  Park,  Walton  on  Thames,  Hayes  (Kent),  Tadworth,  Old 
Coulsdon  and  Esher,  and  from  August  16th  until  September  15th 
movements  of  mixed  flocks  of  Blue  and  Great  Tits  (the  former  preponder¬ 
ating)  took  place  across  Richmond  Park  in  a  south-westerly  direction. 
In  central  London  the  first  increases  in  Blue  Tits  were  recorded  towards 
the  end  of  August  and  on  September  8th  three  Blue  Tits  were  observed 
flying  S.E.  across  a  railway  goods  yard  at  Bow.  In  the  central  parks  some 
movements  were  noted  in  early  September  ;  on  the  10th  a  large  party  of 
Blue  Tits,  with  some  Great  and  Coal,  were  seen  in  Kensington  Gardens 
and  on  the  11th  a  number  of  Great  Tits,  with  some  Blue,  appeared  to  be 
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on  the  move  in  Regent’s  Park,  while  odd  Coal  Tits  were  recorded  there 
and  on  Primrose  Hill  about  this  time. 

The  first  definite  signs  of  an  irruption  on  the  coast  were  not  observed 
until  the  middle  of  September.  At  Dungeness,  for  example,  the  first 
Goal  Tits  appeared  on  the  14th  and  in  the  next  two  days  there  were  larger 
influxes  of  Blue  Tits  with  odd  Great  Tits.  Increases  elsewhere  on  the  Kent 
coast  were  reported  about  this  time  and  the  direction  of  moving  flocks, 
especially  inland  and  on  the  north  coast  suggest  that  birds  moved  northwards 
and  westwards  into  Britain,  probably  triggering  off  similar  movements 
amongst  local  birds.  Counts  in  central  London  suggest  also  that  such  disper¬ 
sal  was  rapid.  Blue  and  Great  Tits  are  normally  seen  only  in  small  numbers 
in  the  central  area  (excluding  the  parks)  and  other  species  are  rare,  so  that 
any  unusual  numbers  are  at  once  apparent.  Central  London  was  one 
of  the  few  places  inland  where  the  1949  invasion  was  recorded  (see  L.B.R. 
for  1949),  and  in  1957  tits  were  again  seen  on  buildings,  bombed  sites,  in 
small  squares  and  flying  over  busy  streets.  A  number  of  observers  reported 
every  bird  seen  and  from  their  records  a  chart  has  been  prepared  (Fig.  1), 
showing  all  the  Blue,  Great  and  Coal  Tits  recorded  in  central  London 

Figure  1. 

Numbers  of  Blue  Tits  {Parus  caeruleus),  Great  Tits  {P.  major)  and  Goal  Tits 
{P.  ater)  Recorded  in  Central  London  (excluding  parks),  August-November, 

1957. 


Note.  Lines  and  arrows  above  Blue  Tit  graph  indicate  main  periods  of  coastal 

influx  (see  text). 

(excluding  the  parks)  between  August  and  November,  1957.  It  reflects 
usually  a  day  or  two  later,  the  irruptions  on  the  coast  of  south-east  England 
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with  considerable  fidelity.  There  the  invasion  had  three  main  phases — 
(1)  the  initial  movement  beginning  from  September  14th  to  16th,  consisting 
mainly  of  Blue  Tits,  with  some  Coal  and  Great  Tits,  (2)  a  larger,  but  shorter 
and  more  local  movement  on  September  27th  and  28th,  with  Great  Tits 
rather  more  frequent  and  (3)  the  peak  movement  from  about  October 
6th  to  8th,  again  with  Blue  Tits  in  the  majority,  but  with  many  more  Great 
Tits  and  some  Coal.  After  this  date  movements  continued  on  a  consider¬ 
able  scale,  with  minor  fluctuations  but  gradually  declining  in  intensity 
throughout  October  and  into  the  first  week  of  November.  In  central 
London  the  graph  shows  that  after  slight  but  definite  increases  in  the 
numbers  of  Blue  Tits  in  late  August  and  early  September  there  was  a 
marked  rise  on  September  19th  when  the  first  Coal  Tits  occurred.  Then 
after  a  few  days  the  numbers  declined  until  September  30th  when  there 
was  another  increase,  this  time  accompanied  by  the  first  Great  Tits.  The 
rise  continued,  reaching  a  sharp  peak  on  October  9th,  after  which  consider¬ 
able  numbers  of  Blue  Tits,  with  fewer  Great  and  Coal  Tits,  were  reported 
throughout  October  and  November,  fluctuating  irregularly  but  gradually 
declining.  The  chart  suggests  strongly  that  not  only  did  many  of  the  tits 
which  arrived  on  the  south-east  coast  of  England  reach  the  London  Area 
(probably  joined  by  British  birds)  within  a  few  days,  but  also  that  many 
of  them  soon  left  the  Area.  None  of  these  central  London  birds  was  ex¬ 
amined  in  the  hand,  and  no  Continental  races  were  certainly  identified. 
Blue  Tits  formed  the  great  majority  of  the  invaders  (nearly  90%)  as  else¬ 
where,  and  Great  Tits,  although  arriving  rather  later  were  seen  one-and-a- 
half  times  as  often  as  Coal  Tits.  No  other  Parus  species  was  recorded  in 
the  centre,  but  a  flock  of  Long-tailed  Tits  was  seen  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields 
towards  the  end  of  November. 

The  irruption  was  also  noted  in  the  central  parks,  although  curiously 
the  numbers  there  do  not  appear  to  have  increased  as  markedly  in  October 
and  November  as  elsewhere  in  central  London.  On  September  19th, 
when  the  first  increase  after  the  coastal  influx  occurred,  three  Great  Tits 
were  seen  in  St.  James’s  Park  and  there  were  numbers  of  Blue,  Coal  and 
Great  Tits  in  Regent’s  Park  and  again  on  the  25th.  Kensington  Gardens 
had  another  large  mixed  flock  on  the  20th,  and  in  Holland  Park  an  increase 
of  Blue  Tits,  with  some  Coal,  was  noted  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  An 
increase  of  Blue  Tits  was  recorded  in  St.  James’s  Park  in  October  and  more 
tits  of  all  three  species  were  seen  in  Regent’s  Park  and  on  Primrose  Hill, 
mainly  in  the  first  half  of  the  month.  On  October  20th,  a  flock  of  more  than 
20  Coal  Tits  appeared  in  Battersea  Park  and  a  single  Marsh  Tit  [Pants 
palustris)  on  the  19th.  There  were  few  records  in  November  of  any  unusual 
numbers  in  the  parks. 

In  Dulwich  Woods  no  marked  increase  of  Great  Tits  was  observed, 
but  large  numbers  of  Blue  Tits  were  seen,  mainly  in  late  September  and 
October,  and  Coal  Tits  were  much  more  frequent  than  usual.  On  a 
number  of  days  between  September  23rd  and  November  3rd,  flocks  of 
up  to  50  Blue  Tits  were  recorded  flying  over,  mainly  in  a  north-easterly 
direction,  and  on  two  occasions  small  parties  of  Great  Tits  passed  in  the 
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same  direction.  A  flock  of  Blue  Tits  was  seen  flying  west  over  West  Nor¬ 
wood  on  October  12th.  There  was  a  small  influx  of  Long-tailed  Tits  in 
Dulwich  between  late  September  and  November,  and  also  at  Beckenham 
in  late  December  and  early  January. 

At  Romford  Sewage  Farm  the  main  influx  of  Blue  Tits  occurred  in 
October,  beginning  on  the  5th  and  reaching  a  maximum  of  more  than  60 
on  the  26th.  The  first  Coal  Tit  for  the  farm  was  recorded  on  October  20th. 
A  party  of^ome  30  Blue  Tits  was  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  on  November  10th. 
At  N.  Harrow,  Blue,  Great  and  Coal  Tits  were  all  reported  to  be  unusually 
numerous  from  the  end  of  September  until  the  end  of  November.  Elsewhere 
away  from  the  centre  there  were  few  reports  of  unusual  numbers  in  October 
and  November,  and  some  trapping  stations  which  recorded  high  figures  in 
August  and  September  found  that  numbers  varied  little  from  normal  later. 
However,  the  reports  of  attacks  on  milk  bottles,  etc.,  which  are  discussed 
later,  suggest  that  invasions  must  have  occurred  in  many  suburban  areas 
from  which  no  reports  of  increases  have  been  received. 

By  December  the  numbers  of  Blue  Tits  had  dropped  markedly  in 
most  parts  of  central  London,  although  they  remained  above  the  normal 
winter  level.  Only  occasional  Great  Tits  were  recorded  and  Coal  Tits 
appear  to  have  almost  vanished.  Early  in  1958  the  first  signs  of  return 
passage  were  observed.  At  Cripplegate,  where  some  wintered,  increases 
in  numbers  of  Blue  Tits  were  reported  by  some  observers  from  mid-January 
until  mid-March,  the  maximum  being  between  January  30th  and  February 
21st.  In  Bloomsbury  a  flock  of  18  Blue  Tits  appeared  on  January  18th, 
increasing  to  35  by  early  February;  numbers  remained  high  throughout 
the  month,  but  most  had  left  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  March.  Occas¬ 
ional  Great  Tits  were  reported  from  Cripplegate,  Westminster  and  Blooms¬ 
bury,  and  odd  Coal  Tits  in  Cripplegate,  Bloomsbury  and  Regent’s  Park 
between  January  and  March.  Increased  numbers  indicating  return 
passage  were  also  noted  in  some  of  the  parks — in  Greenwich  Park  from 
early  February  until  about  March  9th  (Blue  Tits  only)  and  Holland  Park 
from  about  February  2nd  until  March  23rd  (mainly  Blue  Tits,  with  some 
Coal).  Generally,  these  return  movements  appear  to  have  been  much 
smaller  and  possibly  more  leisurely  than  those  in  the  autumn. 

Behaviour 

As  elsewhere,  the  irruption  of  tits  in  the  London  Area  was  marked  by  an 
increase  in  the  opening  of  milk  bottles  and  by  attacks  on  paper,  putty,  etc. 
Milk  bottles  were  the  favourite  target;  there  were  46  reports  in  all — ^from 
some  central  areas  (City,  Bloomsbury,  Kensington  and  Marylebone), 
inner  suburbs  (Hampstead,  Beckenham,  and  Balham),  and  a  wide  range 
of  the  outer  suburbs  (17  in  Surrey,  nine  in  Middlesex,  four  in  Kent  and 
Essex  and  three  in  Herts.).  This  is  not  of  course,  a  new  habit  in  some 
areas,  but  in  13  cases  where  information  was  volunteered  on  previous 
outbreaks,  eight  said  that  this  was  the  first  time  such  attacks  had  taken  place, 
so  a  real  increase  apparently  occurred.  Where  the  species  concerned  was 
identified,  Blue  Tits  were  most  frequent  (24)  compared  with  five  cases  of 
the  Great  Tit  and  none  of  Coal.  Most  attacks  occurred  in  the  main 
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invasion  months  of  October  and  November  (14  and  22  respectively) 
compared  with  six  in  earlier  months  and  14  from  January  to  April,  1958. 
The  most  wholesale  attack  was  at  a  school  in  Surrey,  where,  one  day  in 
November,  57  out  of  300  milk  bottles  were  opened.  There  were  fewer 
outbreaks  of  paper  tearing  (19) ;  Blue  Tits  were  said  to  be  responsible  in  10 
instances,  Great  in  three  and  a  Coal  Tit  in  one.  No  such  attacks  were 
reported  from  the  centre  or  inner  suburbs ;  in  the  outer  suburbs,  Middlesex 
and  Surrey  had  eight  each,  with  two  in  Herts.,  one  in  Essex  and  none  in 
Kent.  All  the  attacks  were  between  September  and  December,  with 
October  and  November  again  the  peak  months.  Wallpaper,  newspapers, 
books,  magazines  and  boxes  were  the  favourite  targets  but  many  other 
paper  articles  were  involved  (including  the  ringing  schedules  of  one  observer) 
as  well  as  such  miscellaneous  objects  as  curtains,  washing  on  the  line,  pegs, 
string,  plasticine,  etc.  Only  four  cases  of  attacks  on  putty  were  reported, 
but  the  damage  at  some  housing  estates  led  to  a  question  on  this  at  a  meeting 
of  the  London  County  Council. 

Ringing  Results 

Tits  ringed  in  the  London  Area,  like  other  British  tits,  are  rarely  found 
more  than  10  miles  from  the  place  of  ringing.  An  analysis  of  recoveries 
for  the  whole  country  shows  that  in  1957-1958  there  were  many  more  move¬ 
ments  over  10  miles,  mainly  between  north  and  west  in  the  autumn  invasion 
and  between  east  and  south-west  on  the  return.  Among  Blue  Tits  ringed 
in  the  London  Area  three  were  recovered  more  than  20  miles  away  within 
six  months  of  being  trapped — a  juvenile  ringed  at  Tadworth,  Surrey  in 
August,  1957,  at  Thame,  44  miles  to  the  north-west  in  October;  an  adult 
ringed  at  Morden  in  October,  30  miles  south-west  in  Sussex  in  April,  1958; 
and  a  full-grown  bird  ringed  at  Worcester  Park  in  December,  21  miles  to 
the  south  in  March,  1958.  The  first  shows  the  north-westerly  movement  of 
some  British  young;  the  last  two  probably  indicate  return  movements. 
Conclusive  evidence  that  some  Blue  Tits  taking  part  in  the  October  move¬ 
ments  on  the  south  coast  reached  the  London  Area,  is  provided  by  the 
recovery  at  Seven  Kings,  Essex  on  November  4th  of  a  juvenile  ringed  at 
Dungeness  some  three  weeks  earlier.  The  significance  of  the  recoveries  of 
Blue  Tits  ringed  as  full-grown  at  Esher  in  December,  1957,  and  recovered 
26  miles  south-east  in  Sussex  in  February,  1959,  and  at  Ham  Island, 
Berkshire  also  in  December,  1957,  and  recovered  33  miles  E.N.E.  at  Havering, 
Essex  in  December,  1958,  is  less  clear. 

There  were  no  movements  of  more  than  20  miles  among  Great  Tits 
ringed  in  the  Area,  but  a  first-winter  bird  ringed  at  Beddington  in  October 
was  found  17  miles  E.S.E.  in  March,  1958,  and  an  adult  ringed  at  Hayes, 
Middlesex  in  March,  1958,  was  recovered  in  April,  17  miles  S.S.E.,  both 
suggesting  return  movement. 

Other  Species 

Several  other  species  in  the  autumn  of  1957  were  seen  in  numbers 
above  normal  or  making  unusual  movements.  In  the  London  area,  as 
elsewhere  in  the  south-east,  one  of  the  most  noticeable  was  the  Jay.  Soon 
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after  the  first  coastal  movements  of  this  species  were  reported  in  Kent,  19 
were  seen  flying  west  over  Richmond  Park  on  September  20th,  and  a  week 
later  there  were  movements  over  south  London,  with  parties  of  four  to 
19  birds  flying,  some  at  up  to  700  feet,  between  N.W.  and  S.W.  over  Dul¬ 
wich  and  West  Norwood,  while  in  Essex,  at  Harold  Wood,  seven  were  seen 
flying  east.  On  the  28th  two  parties,  each  of  28  birds,  flew  south  and  S.W. 
over  Dulwich,  and  on  the  30th  fifty  Jays  in  three  parties  passed  north  over 
Dulwich  and  three  S.E.  with  five  moving  N.W.  over  Tadworth  in  Surrey. 
At  Greenwich  Park  30  were  seen  flying  over  in  a  north-westerly  direction 
on  October  2nd  and  20  W.N.W.  on  the  3rd.  On  October  6th  nine  flew 
S.W.  over  Lewisham,  on  the  10th  four  W.N.W.  over  West  Norwood  and 
the  last  of  the  autumn  movements  seem  to  have  been  on  the  13th  when 
flocks  were  seen  flying  N.W.  and  S.W.  over  Dulwich,  Lewisham  and  Rich¬ 
mond  Park.  Increased  numbers  of  Jays,  however,  were  seen  in  Dulwich 
Woods  from  October  until  December,  with  a  flock  of  63  on  November 
24th.  The  full  evidence  suggests  that  there  was  an  influx  of  Continental 
Jays  into  the  south-east  of  England,  some  moving  north-west  and  west 
inland  and  others  turning  S.W.  and  possibly  leaving  this  country  after  a 
short  stay.  -  Many,  however,  may  have  stayed  the  winter  for  there  is  some 
evidence  of  return  movement  in  the  south  as  late  as  April  and  May. 
Examples  of  this  may  have  been  the  three  birds  which  flew  over  West 
Norwood  at  120  feet  in  the  early  morning  of  May  7th  and  continued  on  a 
steady  easterly  course,  and  perhaps  the  two  birds  seen  flying  S.S.E.  over 
Beddington  at  1 10  feet  on  May  20th. 

Nuthatches  were  seen  more  frequently  in  parts  of  central  London  and 
the  inner  suburbs,  but  there  is  nothing  to  suggest  that  these  were  not 
British  birds.  In  Dulwich  Woods,  where  normally  not  more  than  one  or 
two  are  seen,  three  parties,  totalling  14  in  all,  were  seen  on  October  13th, 
moving  in  a  north-easterly  direction  with  tits,  and  on  the  20th  two  parties 
of  six  passed  through.  In  Inner  London,  where  previously  the  species 
had  only  been  recorded  six  times  this  century,  single  birds  were  seen  in 
Kensington  Gardens  from  September  11th  and  in  Holland  Park  from 
October  13th,  and  a  pair  arrived  at  Battersea  Park  in  the  autumn.  Tree- 
creepers  are  less  uncommon  in  Inner  London,  but  a  number  of  autumn 
occurrences  mainly  in  the  parks  (see  L.B.R.  22,  p.  27)  may  have  been 
connected  with  the  movements  of  British  tits.  Hedge  Sparrows  increased 
at  Dulwich  in  October,  when  from  13th  to  27th  small  parties  were  seen 
moving  between  north  and  west;  also  at  Hayes  (Kent)  from  early  August 
and  mid-September  and  Carshalton,  whilst  single  birds  were  seen,  for  the 
first  time,  in  Bow  and  Bloomsbury  and  three  wintered  at  Cripplegate. 
Wintering  Wrens  were  more  frequent  also  in  parts  of  central  London. 
Goldcrests  were  reported  from  Regent’s  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
in  October,  and  one  was  caught  in  Lambeth.  In  Mill  Hill  and  other 
areas  in  north  London  there  were  increases  from  August  24th  until  October 
31st,  especially  between  September  20th  and  27th  and  October  27th  and 
30th  and  Dulwich  Woods  had  a  small  influx  in  October.  No  exceptional 
passage  of  Redpolls  {Carduelis  flammea)  was  reported,  but  a  first-winter  bird 
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ringed  at  Beddington  on  September  28th,  1957,  was  found  near  Charleroi, 
in  France,  in  December. 

Discassion 

It  now  appears  that  Blue  and  Great  Tits  are  true  irruption  species 
which,  though  normally  almost  completely  sedentary,  do  at  irregular 
intervals  undertake  large-scale  movements.  These  movements  appear  to 
be  linked  with  considerable  increases  in  the  population,  which,  in  1957, 
were  caused  by  the  high  survival  rate  during  the  previous  mild  winter. 
Until  the  establishment  of  the  chain  of  coastal  observatories  and  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  observers  inland,  the  movements  and  increases  of  such 
common  species  were  easily  overlooked  and  the  irruption  of  1949  was  the 
first  to  be  adequately  reported  in  this  country.  As  mentioned  previously, 
the  1949  invasion  was  marked  in  central  London,  and  since  that  date  my 
record  of  Blue  Tits  seen  in  Bloomsbury  (Fig.  2)  shows  (as  do  the  reports 
from  the  observatories)  that  the  1957  movements  were  on  a  much  larger 

Figure  2. 

Counts  of  Blue  Tits  {Parus  caeruleus)  seen  monthly  in  Bloomsbury  (July-June 

IN  EACH  case). 


scale,  and  that,  although  numbers  in  other  years  are  small,  slight  increases 
are  noted  almost  every  year  in  autumn  and  again  in  late  winter.  It  is 
virtually  certain  that  Continental  birds  were  involved  in  both  the  1949 
and  1957  movements  in  London,  and  it  is  at  least  possible  that  some  occur 
in  the  area  in  other  years — as  witness  the  Great  Tit  ringed  near  Hayes, 
Middlesex  on  November  24th,  1952,  which  was  found  near  Le  Touquet, 
France,  on  February  2nd,  1954. 

There  have  been  no  reports  in  the  Area  of  increased  numbers  of  tits 
nesting  in  1958,  so  the  population  may  have  been  quickly  restored  to 
normal  levels,  as  apparently  happened  after  the  1949  irruption  also.  The 
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invasion  of  Inner  London  by  Nuthatches  though  on  a  much  smaller  scale 
did,  however,  lead  to  breeding  for  the  first  time  this  century,  in  Kensington 
Gardens  and  Holland  Park  successfully,  and  in  Battersea  Park,  where  the 
nest  was  robbed. 
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The  Spring  Migration  of  the  Common  Gull 
through  the  London  Area 

By  Bryan  L.  Sage 

^HE  Common  Gull  {Larus  canus)  is  a  numerous  winter  visitor  to  the 
London  Area  and  in  the  spring  disperses  to  its  breeding  quarters  by 
certain  definite  routes.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  the  mechanism  of  the  spring 
dispersal  and  the  numbers  involved  in  it  have  not  previously  been  studied 
in  detail;  the  present  paper  is  designed  to  fill  this  gap  to  some  extent. 

This  study  was  commenced  some  five  years  ago  when  it  was  decided 
to  study  the  routes  taken  by  the  Common  Gull  when  migrating  through 
Hertfordshire  in  the  early  spring.  It  eventually  became  evident  that  to 
gain  a  proper  understanding  of  the  apparently  complex  movements 
observed  it  would  be  necessary  to  study  the  movements  of  this  species 
over  a  wide  area,  extending  from  the  London  Area  to  The  Wash.  It  is 
undisputable  that  there  are  well  established  and  important  migration 
routes  between  the  Thames  Valley  and  The  Wash.  Attention  was  drawn 
to  this  by  Rowberry  (1933)  and  it  was  emphasized  in  a  recent  paper  on  the 
status  of  the  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  {Larus  fuscus)  in  Hertfordshire 
(Sage  &  Sheldon,  1956).  There  is  abundant  evidence  that  these  routes 
between  the  Thames  Valley  and  The  Wash  are  used  not  only  by  gulls, 
but  also  by  terns  and  waders. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  following  observers  who  not  only  answered 
innumerable  questions,  but  in  many  cases  also  made  extensive  field  obser¬ 
vations — R.  Adams,  H.  Cole,  A.  J.  Cooke,  Mrs.  S.  Cowdy,  H.  A.  Craw, 
A.  Darlington,  T.  W.  Gladwin,  F.  C.  Cribble,  Dr.  Jeffery  G.  Harrison, 
R.  C.  Homes,  A.  R.  Jenkins,  Dr.  L.  Lloyd-Evans,  Bruce  Lowe,  R.  H.  May, 
D.  Parr,  J.  L.  F.  Parslow,  G.  A.  Pyman,  A.  B.  Sheldon,  G.  Simpson,  and 
A.  E.  Vine. 
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Discussion 

It  is  convenient  to  take  the  observations  made  in  Hertfordshire  and  to 
correlate  them  with  those  from  other  areas  to  the  north  and  south.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  Hertfordshire  occupies  a  more  or  less  central  position 
between  the  Thames  Valley  and  The  Wash,  and  the  routes  used  by  migrat¬ 
ing  gulls  travelling  between  these  areas  pass  through  the  county.  A 
general  northward  movement  of  Common  Gulls  through  Hertfordshire  in 
the  spring  has  been  noted  annually  for  many  years  by  numerous  observers. 
This  movement  generally  commences  in  early  March  and  continues  until 
early  May;  the  maximum  numbers  usually  occur  about  mid- April.  The 
main  routes  pass  through  eastern  Hertfordshire  and  the  Colne  Valley, 
but  there  is  a  less  important  route  which  passes  through  Tring  Reservoirs. 
Some  sample  numbers  of  passage  birds  noted  at  Tring  Reservoirs  are  150 
on  March  3rd  and  256  on  March  9th,  1945.  The  direction  from  which 
these  birds  approach  Tring  indicates  that  they  come  across  the  Oxford 
Plain,  and  in  this  connection  it  is  perhaps  significant  that  Alexander  (1947) 
states  “  .  .  .  most  often  observed  in  March  and  April.”  So  far  as  the 
Colne  Valley  route  is  concerned  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  McCulloch 
(1939)  also  found  the  Common  Gull  to  occur  mainly  in  the  spring.  Obser¬ 
vations  at  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  from  1956-1958  showed  that  it  was  being 
used  as  a  resting  and  feeding  point  by  gulls  passing  along  the  Colne  and 
thence,  north  to  the  Hitchin  Gap.  The  route  from  the  Lea  Valley  reser¬ 
voirs  up  the  valley  of  the  Lea  divides  into  two,  roughly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hoddesdon  at  the  junction  of  the  Lea  and  Stort  valleys.  Many  of  the 
birds  pass  north-east  along  the  valley  of  the  Stort  to  Bishop’s  Stortford  and 
thence  through  the  gap  between  the  eastern  extension  of  the  Chilterns 
and  the  Gog  Magog  hills  (the  Littlebury  Gap)  and  across  Cambridgeshire 
to  The  Wash.  The  second  part  of  this  route  bears  roughly  north-west 
at  Hoddesdon  and  follows  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and  Beane,  eventually 
striking  towards  the  Hitchin  Gap  and  thence  north-east  across  Cambridge¬ 
shire.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Tring,  Colne  VaUey  and  part  of 
the  Lea  Valley  routes  eventually  unite  approximately  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Hitchin  Gap.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  whilst  the  bulk  of  the 
birds  involved  in  these  movements  adhere  remarkably  closely  to  one  or 
other  of  the  above  routes,  small  numbers  tend  to  drift  about  on  a  broad 
front.  From  observations  made  at  various  points  in  the  county  it  seems 
evident  that  the  gulls  follow  definite  physical  features  such  as  the  river 
valleys  and  the  line  of  the  Chilterns  when  traversing  Hertfordshire,  and  as 
it  happens  these  features  lead  in  the  desired  direction.  Whilst  on  this  part 
of  the  route  there  is  no  tendency,  and  no  necessity  to  fly  at  any  great  height. 
In  contrast  to  this  it  is  noticeable  that  on  reaching  the  flat  uniformity  of 
Cambridgeshire  they  generally  spiral  to  a  considerable  height  and  pre¬ 
sumably  follow  a  direct  visual  course  to  The  Wash. 

A  puzzling  feature  of  the  movements  noted  in  Hertfordshire  was  the 
fact  that  during  the  period  of  definite  passage  movements  to  the  north 
in  the  spring,  smaller  flocks  of  Common  Gulls  could  be  seen,  particularly 
in  the  late  afternoons,  flying  southwards  or  in  other  words  in  a  direction 
exactly  opposite  to  the  main  movement.  For  example,  16  flying  south 
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over  Hitchin  on  April  16th  and  30  flying  south-east  over  St.  Albans  on 
April  23rd,  1954.  This  apparent  anomaly  is  explained  in  the  next  section. 

The  Winter  Roosts  and  Migration 

It  was  at  first  assumed  that  the  Common  Gulls  moving  northwards  in 
the  spring  were  the  same  birds  that  had  wintered  at  the  London  reservoirs 
and  were  in  the  process  of  dispersing  to  their  breeding  quarters.  Ringing 
recoveries  suggest  that  the  majority  of  the  Common  Gulls  wintering  in  the 
London  Area  are  from  the  Baltic  (see  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since 
1900  :  199).  Figures  given  by  Hickling  (1954)  show  that  the  average 
wintering  population  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  is  about  10,000* 
roosting  mainly  at  the  William  Girling  Reservoir  in  Essex  (4,000)  and  on 
the  Queen  Mary  (Littleton)  Reservoir  at  Staines  in  Middlesex  {ca.  5,000). 
The  maximum  roosting  population  of  this  species  in  Hertfordshire  prior 
to  1958  was  generally  under  500,  but  in  January,  1958,  it  was  about  2,000, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  at  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  (see  Sage,  1958). 
Gulls  from  the  Staines  and  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  roosts  feed  northwards 
in  Hertfordshire  to  about  St.  Albans,  whilst  those  from  the  Lea  Valley 
roosts  feed  Throughout  the  remainder  of  the  county  extending  to  about 
Harpenden  in  the  west,  and  to  Bishop’s  Stortford  and  south  Cambridge¬ 
shire  in  the  north.  The  outward  flights  to  these  feeding  grounds  in  the 
morning  and  the  return  flights  in  the  late  afternoon  and  evening  are  a 
feature  of  gull  movements  in  these  areas  during  the  winter.  An  estimation 
of  the  numbers  of  Common  Gulls  involved  in  the  northward  passage  in 
the  spring  showed  that  the  numbers  ran  into  thousands  more  than  could 
be  accounted  for  by  the  dispersal  of  the  winter  population  of  the  London 
Area.  The  numbers  concerned  can  be  particularly  appreciated  in  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire,  at  which  point  the  routes  become  more  concentrated  due  to 
the  proximity  of  The  Wash  which  is  obviously  an  important  focal  point. 
T-O  quote  an  example,  in  1956  A.  E.  Vine  noted  a  northerly  movement  of 
some  2,000-3,000  gulls  over  Littleport  every  evening  in  March  and  April. 
At  first  some  60-80%  were  Common  Gulls,  but  later  this  species  comprised 
almost  100%.  The  fact  that  no  similar  southward  flights  were  observed 
in  the  mornings  makes  it  fairly  obvious  that  these  were  in  fact  migrating 
birds  that  had  come  up  from  the  south  during  the  day. 

The  facts  outlined  above  prove  fairly  conclusively  that  there  must  be  a 
large  influx  of  Common  Gulls  into  the  London  Area  during  the  period 
February  to  April  to  augment  the  winter  population.  There  is  consider¬ 
able  evidence  available  to  support  this  statement,  for  instance  in  The 
Handbook  vol.  5,  pp.  50-51  it  states  in  reference  to  Littleton  (Queen  Mary) 
Reservoir  that  “  in  spring  enormous  increase  in  proportion  of  Common 
Gulls  takes  place  .  .  .  .”  P.  A.  D.  Hollom  who  was  responsible  for  this 
statement  estimated  that  on  March  5th,  1940,  there  were  about  18,500  birds 
of  this  species  on  the  reservoir  (i.e.  more  than  double  the  present  normal 
winter  population).  At  the  King  George  V  Reservoir  on  March  25th,  1956, 
J.  L.  F.  Parslow  witnessed  the  arrival  of  some  6,000  Common  Gulls  in  a 

*  This  figure  is  certainly  a  considerable  underestimate. 
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single  hour  at  dusk  {Essex  Bird  Report  1956  :  25).  Whilst  these  6,000  birds 
may  have  been  part  of  a  sudden  influx,  it  must  be  remembered  that  this 
reservoir  and  the  William  Girling  are  close  together  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  winter  roosting  population  may  change  from  one  to  the  other,  or 
use  both  simultaneously,  according  to  local  conditions.  The  figures  given 
by  Hickling  (1954)  put  the  winter  population  of  these  two  reservoirs  at 
about  4,300,  but  observations  made  in  January  1957  and  1958  suggest 
that  this  figure  should  be  at  least  doubled.  It  seems  likely  that  most  of 
the  Common  Gulls  that  arrive  in  the  London  Area  in  the  spring  come  from 
the  coast  via  the  Thames  Valley.  Dr.  Jeffery  G.  Harrison  informs,  me  that 
there  is  a  considerable  spring  movement  every  year  westwards  along  the 
northern  edge  of  the  North  Downs,  and  R.  C.  Homes  states  that  they  are 
much  more  in  evidence  on  the  downs  in  March  and  April.  These  birds 
may  be  derived  from  the  population  that  winters  in  the  Mediterranean  area, 
they  certainly  cannot  be  birds  dispersing  from  winter  roosts  south  of  the 
Thames,  for  a  study  of  the  figures  given  by  Hickling  ( 1 954)  shows  that  the 
winter  population  of  south-east  England  is  not  large  enough  to  account  for 
these  large  scale  spring  movements. 

During  the  period  January-March,  1958,  an  endeavour  was  made  to 
carry  out  a  simultaneous  census  of  roosting  Common  Gulls  on  all  the 
reservoirs  in  the  London  Area  in  order  to  gain  some  idea  of  the  extent  to 
which  ‘the  wintering  population  is  reinforced  by  the  influx  of  additional 
birds  in  the  early  spring.  Although  this  ambition  was  only  partly  realized 
some  valuable  data  was  obtained,  and  this  is  presented  in  Table  1.  So  far  as 
possible  counts  were  made  in  late  January  and  early  and  late  March. 


Table  1 


Date 

King  Geo.  V 

King 

Island 

Queen  Mary 

Hilfield 

Wm.  Girling 

Geo.  VI 

Barn 

{Littleton) 

Park  Res. 

25.1.58 

12,700 

— 

200 

9,000 

1,500 

15.2.58 

— 

800 

— 

— 

— 

8.3.58 

— 

1,200 

500 

20,000 

800 

29.3.58 

— 

100 

2 

14,000 

100 

These  figures,  incomplete  though  they  are,  confirm  that  in  the  year  in 
question  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  Common  Gull  population  of  the 
London  Area  sometime  between  late  January  and  the  second  week  of 
March.  The  two  main  winter  roosting  sites  for  this  species  in  the  London 
Area  are  obviously  the  Queen  Mary  (Littleton)  Reservoir  and  the  King 
George  V/William  Girling  Reservoirs;  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  obtain  the  March  counts  from  the  latter,  but  information 
from  previous  years  makes  it  evident  that  there  is  a  very  large  increase  here 
during  February.  At  the  Molesey  (Walton)  Reservoirs  the  maximum 
number  of  Common  Gulls  counted  in  January^-March  was  50,  so  this  group 
would  appear  to  be  of  little  importance.  The  Lonsdale  Road  Reservoir 
gave  a  nil  return,  and  the  maximum  count  from  Barn  Elms  was  25  on 
January  25th.  It  will  be  noted  that  with  the  exception  of  Hilfield  Park 
Reservoir  the  figures  show  that  an  increase  had  taken  place  by  early  March, 
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and  that  numbers  were  beginning  to  decrease  towards  the  end  of  that 
month.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  state  that  all  the  figures  given  are 
approximate  only;  the  difficulties  of  gull  counting  are  too  well  known  to 
require  emphasizing. 

The  departure  of  these  spring  arrivals  from  the  London  Area  is 
usually  spread  over  a  period  of  something  like  seven  weeks  from  the  middle 
of  March,  but  adverse  weather  conditions  may  cause  delay.  During  the 
period  between  arrival  and  departure  these  birds  roost  at  the  reservoirs 
and  feed  during  the  day  in  the  same  areas  as  the  wintering  birds.  It  is  the 
daily  flights  of  these  birds  to  and  from  the  feeding  grounds  overlapping 
with  the  northward  movements  of  others  leaving  for  the  breeding  areas 
that  gives  rise  to  the  confusing  situation  of  purposeful  flights  in  opposite 
directions,  of  which  mention  was  made  earlier.  J.  L.  F.  Parslow  during 
afternoon  and  evening  observations  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  in  March 
and  April  1957  found  this  most  confusing,  birds  were  arriving  from  both 
the  north  and  south  and  yet  others  were  departing  to  the  north. 

The  Spring  Influx — Evidence  from  outside  the  London  Area 

The  arrival  of  additional  numbers  of  Common  Gulls  in  the  early  spring 
is  noticeable  in  various  districts  outside  the  London  Area.  For  instance 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop’s  Stortford  and  west  and  north  Essex  generally 
A.  Darlington  has  been  studying  the  composition  and  build-up  of  gull 
flocks  throughout  the  year.  Generally  speaking  this  observer  has  found  that 
the  Black-headed  Gull  {Lams  ridibundus)  predominates  in  these  areas  until 
about  mid-March,  at  which  time  Common  Gulls  commence  appearing  in 
numbers  and  eventually  become  the  dominant  species.  G.  A.  Pyman 
states  that  in  his  experience  there  is  generally  a  considerable  influx  of 
Common  Gulls  at  Abberton  Reservoir  in  east  Essex  in  the  spring.  This  is 
no  doubt  connected  with  the  large  scale  coastal  movements  of  this  species 
which  take  place  in  Essex,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  at  this  time  of  year,  and 
are  beyond  the  scope  of  this  paper.  In  the  Luton,  Bedfordshire,  area 
H.  Cole  reports  that  there  is  a  noticeable  influx  in  early  April ;  the  numbers 
involved  however  are  not  particularly  startling.  These  are  birds  using  the 
Tring  Reservoir  route  and  following  the  line  of  the  Chilterns. 

Some  Habits  of  Migrating  Common  Gulls 

During  the  course  of  field  observations  in  connection  with  this  paper  a 
few  points  concerning  behaviour  and  habits  were  noted  and  seem  worth 
recording.  This  species  seems  to  have  certain  definite  areas  en  route  to 
which  they  resort  regularly  to  rest  and  feed  for  prolonged  periods.  They 
particularly  favour  the  large  open  fields  in  the  chalk  country  of  north 
Hertfordshire  and  south  Cambridgeshire.  During  March  and  April 
flocks  of  anything  up  to  200  or  more  birds  may  be  seen  on  chalky  fields 
just  north  of  Hitchin  almost  daily.  These  flocks  are  built  up  during  the 
day  by  parties  arriving  from  the  south.  It  is  generally  late  afternoon  or 
evening  before  these  flocks  continue  their  flight  to  the  north.  A.  R. 
Jenkins  has  occasionally  witnessed  the  actual  departure  of  such  flocks  from 
the  Hitchin  area,  and  he  has  described  how  they  spiral  to  a  great  height 
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before  bearing  northwards.  Often  they  become  invisible  to  the  naked  eye 
so  high  do  they  ascend;  the  probable  significance  of  this  behaviour  was 
mentioned  earlier.  As  a  matter  of  interest  the  distance  from  Hitchin  to 
The  Wash  in  a  direct  line  is  about  70  miles. 

Summary 

The  spring  migration  of  the  Common  Gull  from  and  through  the 
London  Area  is  discussed  and  related  to  movements  in  adjoining  counties. 
It  is  shown  that  the  dispersal  of  the  wintering  population  is  preceded  and 
accompanied  by  a  large  scale  influx  from  the  south.  The  relation  of  the 
winter  roosting  sites  to  the  routes  followed  on  migration  is  discussed,  and 
certain  aspects  of  behaviour  are  mentioned. 
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Black  Redstarts  in  Inner  London,  1956-1957 

By  A.  G.  Parker 

TN  1955  a  small  team  of  observers  studied  Black  Redstarts  nesting  in  the 
City  bombed  sites.  Seven  nesting  pairs  were  located  and  27  young 
were  ringed.  The  study  continued  in  1956  and  1957,  but  for  business 
reasons  the  team  subsequently  dispersed,  and  it  has  only  recently  been 
possible  to  collect  the  records  and  to  amplify  the  details  published  in  the 
L.B.R.s  ^or  1956  and  1957. 

In  1956,  by  April  29th,  eight  singing  males  had  known  territories  at 
Barbican,  Jewin  Crescent,  Ropemaker  Street,  Finsbury  Pavement,  City 
Green  Yard,  London  Wall,  Basinghall  Street  and  Falcon  Street,  and  there 
was  a  wandering  male  in  the  Beech  Street  area.  Observations  were  not 
made  with  the  same  continuity  as  in  1955,  and  some  nests  were  not  found, 
evidence  of  breeding  being  obtained  when  the  newly  fledged  young  were 
seen.  Eight  pairs  bred  and  there  were  12  known  broods,  although  there 
may  have  been  four,  possibly  five,  which  went  undiscovered.  The  number 
of  young  known  to  reach  the  flying  stage  was  39.  An  interesting  record 
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was  of  a  male  feeding  two  broods  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other  near 
Coleman  Street.  The  last  visit  to  the  area  in  1956  was  on  August  8th, 
when  the  City  Green  Yard  female  was  seen  feeding  with  two  ringed  young 
in  the  goods  yard  in  Whitecross  Street. 

During  1957  business  took  several  of  the  observers  away  from  the  area, 
and  observations  suffered  accordingly.  However,  eight  territories  were 
located  and  there  were  two  wandering  males,  one  behind  Beech  Street  and 
the  other  on  the  roof  of  St.  Paul’s.  All  territories  closely  approximated 
to  those  held  in  1955  and  1956,  although,  as  site  clearance  and  demolition 
got  under  way,  nesting  sites  and  feeding  areas  disappeared.  The  feeding 
grounds  were  irreplaceable  in  the  immediate  vicinity  but  some  flexibility 
was  possible  in  the  choice  of  nest  sites.  Some  nests  were  built  in  inhabited 
buildings,  often  high  above  street  level,  and  some  way  from  the  feeding 
area.  All  except  two  pairs  were  accounted  for  with  either  the  first  or  second 
broods  with  young  still  in  the  nest  or  just  out  of  it.  The  number  of  known 
broods  in  1957  was  13,  and  the  number  of  young  reaching  the  flying  stage 
was  31. 

We  found  from  all  pairs  located  that  the  second  nest  site  was  usually 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  first,  although  in  the  case  of  one  pair  in  1956, 
the  original  nest  site  was  used  for  two  consecutive  broods. 

Observations  in  the  three  years  1955  to  1957  showed  that  the  Black 
Redstart  had  been  able  to  maintain  its  position  in  the  Cripplegate  area, 
despite  rebuilding  schemes,  adapting  its  choice  of  nest  site  and  distance  flown 
to  the  feeding  area  to  suit  the  changing  conditions.  Only  the  continued 
diligent  work  of  observers  will  show  the  future  reaction  of  the  Black  Red¬ 
start  to  the  complete  rebuilding  of  the  bombed  areas,  and  this  work  is 
of  considerable  importance  to  maintain  a  knowledge  of  the  status  of  this 
comparatively  rare  species. 

The  writer  would  like  to  thank  Messrs.  B.  P.  Hutchins,  P.  Barraud, 
T.  W.  Gladwin,  and  Mr.  Harrison  whose  notes,  together  with  his  own, 
have  formed  the  basis  of  this  report,  and  H.  A.  Craw  for  guidance  in 
producing  it. 
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Beddington  Ringing  Station,  1957-1958 

^^FTER  a  successful  year’s  ringing  in  1956,  using  circular  funnel  tra^, 
work  was  started  in  1957  using  Japanese  nylon  mist-nets  for  a  trial 
period.  The  number  of  birds  and  the  variety  of  species  ringed  during 
this  trial  period  was  so  impressive  that  it  was  decided  to  go  over  to  using 
mist-nets  full-time  with  the  circular  funnel  traps  being  reserved  for  catching 
wagtails  and  pipits.  By  the  end  of  1957  the  effect  of  using  mist-nets  was 
clearly  making  itself  felt,  a  total  of  3,666  birds  of  57  species  being  ringed 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  birds  ringed  during  1958,  at 
1,702,  was  considerably  less  than  in  1957,  though  this  was  only  to  be 
expected  as  most  of  the  resident  breeding  population  had  been  ringed  in 
1957. 


Among  several  outstanding  ringing  achievements,  the  most  notable 
were  the  ringing  of  400  Swifts  on  July  13th-14th,  1957,  and  300  in  a  period 
of  six  hours  on  June  22nd,  1958.  During  the  two  years  several  interesting 
recoveries  have  been  notified  and  the  more  outstanding  of  these  have  been 
published  in  the  systematic  list  of  this  report.  In  addition  to  these.  Starlings 
have  been  recovered  in  Germany  and  Poland. 

Details  of  the  numbers  and  species  ringed  during  the  two  years  are 
as  follows: — 


Species 

Mallard 
Teal 
Kestrel 
Water  Rail 
Moorhen  ... 

Lapwing 

Snipe 

Jack  Snipe  ... 

Redshank  ... 

Woodpigeon 
Cuckoo 
Tawny  Owl 
Swift 

Kingfisher 

Green  Woodpecker 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Skylark 

Swallow 

House  Martin 

Sand  Martin 

Carrion  Crow 

Jackdaw 

Jay  . 

Great  Tit  ... 


Trapped  Pull  Total 

8  0  8 

1  0  1 

3  0  3 

1  0  1 

23  0  23 

0  12  12 

75  0  75 

6  0  6 

1  2  3 

4  0  4 

8  0  8 

3  0  3 

773  0  773 

2  0  2 

1  0  1 

5  0  5 

2  0  2 

12  2  14 

59  14  73 

163  0  163 

5  0  5 

1  0  1 

1  0  1 

7  0  7 

54  0  54 


BEDDINGTON 

Species 

Blue  Tit 

RINGING  STATION, 

Trapped 

106 

1957-58 

Pull 

0 

Total 

106 

Goal  Tit 

1 

0 

1 

Long-tailed  Tit 

6 

0 

6 

Wren 

43 

0 

43 

Mistle  Thrush 

4 

0 

4 

Song  Thrush 

285 

48 

333 

-Redwing 

19 

0 

19 

Blackbird  ... 

308 

85 

393 

Wheatear 

3 

0 

3 

Stonechat  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Whinchat  ... 

6 

0 

6 

Redstart 

3 

0 

3 

Robin 

69 

9 

78 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

1 

0 

1 

Reed  Warbler 

6 

0 

6 

Sedge  Warbler 

11 

0 

11 

Blackcap 

5 

0 

5 

Garden  Warbler  ... 

4 

0 

4 

Whitethroat 

66 

14 

80 

'Lesser  Whitethroat 

2 

0 

2 

Willow  Warbler  . . . 

44 

1 

45 

Ghiffchaff  ... 

27 

0 

27 

Goldcrest  ... 

4 

0 

4 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

16 

0 

16 

Hedge  Sparrow 

94 

14 

108 

Meadow  Pipit 

120 

0 

120 

Rock  Pipit  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Pied  Wagtail 

184 

39 

223 

Grey  Wagtail 

14 

3 

17 

Yellow  Wagtail 

88 

15 

103 

Blue-headed  Wagtail 

1 

0 

1 

Starling 

417 

0 

417 

Greenfinch 

324 

4 

328 

Goldfinch  ... 

12 

0 

12 

Linnet 

43 

16 

59 

Redpoll 

2 

0 

2 

Bullfinch 

2 

0 

2 

Ghaffinch 

65 

10 

75 

Brambling 

31 

0 

31 

Reed  Bunting 

11 

0 

11 

House  Sparrow 

1178 

0 

1178 

Tree  Sparrow 

195 

40 

235 

Total  number  ringed  1957-58  =  5,368 
Total  species  1957-58  =  66 

During  the  two  years  an  intensive  colour  marking  scheme  has  been 
carried  out  on  the  wagtail  population.  Considerable  success  has  been 
achieved  with  the  work  on  the  breeding  colony  of  variant  Yellow  Wagtails 
and  a  paper  has  recently  appeared  in  British  Birds  magazine.  Work  is 
continuing  on  the  Pied  Wagtail  and  the  results  of  this  will  be  written  up  at 
a  later  date. 


B.  S.  Milne. 
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Book  Review 

A  Study  of  Blackbirds.  D.  W.  Snow.  Allen  and  Unwin.  London,  1958. 

192  pages,  23  drawings.  Price  21s. 

The  author  of  this  work  claims,  rightly,  that  he  has  not  attempted  to 
write  a  monograph.  Equally  truly  it  may  be  said  of  him,  as  is  said  (in  its 
advertisements)  of  a  certain  organization,  that  he  “  promises  less  and 
achieves  more”.  If  he  has  concentrated  primarily  on  those  aspects  of  the 
blackbird’s  life  which  were  likely  to  be  revealed  by  intensive  study  of  the 
population  in  and  around  the  Oxford  Botanic  Garden  this  book  is  ample 
proof  of  his  wisdom  in  so-doing. 

By  colour  ringing  and  careful  and  prolonged  observation  of  individuals 
Dr.  Snow  has  been  able  to  reveal  many  new  facts  and  disprove  one  or  two 
old  fallacies.  He  found,  for  example,  that  blackbirds  do  not,  as  had  been 
thought,  pair  in  the  autumn.  Old  married  couples  are,  however,  in 
association  then  and  an  unpaired  female  may  spend  the  winter  as  a  sub¬ 
ordinate  in  a  male’s  territory  but  she  leaves  to  seek  a  mate  elsewhere  in  late 
winter  or  early  spring.  Most  intriguing,  to  the  reviewer,  are  his  findings 
on  the  care  of  the  young.  After  fledging  the  brood  may  be  divided,  often 
most  unequally,  between  the  two  parents,  each  of  whom  thereafter  feeds 
only  part  of  the  family  ignoring  any  appeals  from  the  others.  In  the  one 
instance  in  which  the  author  was  able  to  follow  up  the  birds  concerned  the 
male  young  had  been  fed  by  the  mother  and  the  female  by  the  father. 
This  suggests  that  such  behaviour  might  have  a  function  related  to  future 
recognition  of  the  sexual  partner  in  this  sexually  dimorphic  species.  Further 
detailed  observations  on  this  subject  in  the  blackbird  and/or  other  species 
would  be  an  absorbing  and  worthwhile  study  for  any  bird-watcher  in  a 
position  to  undertake  them. 

This  book  can,  in  short,  be  recommended  with  confidence  not  only  to 
those  who  wish  td  increase  their  own  knowledge  of  the  Blackbird  but  also  to 
those  who  wish  to  find  out  where  their  future  efforts  are  best  directed  if  they 
wish  to  contribute  themselves  to  what  is  known  about  Turdus  merula.  The 
book  is  embellished,  and  its  scientific  value  much  enhanced,  by  numerous 
lively  and  accurate  sketches  by  Robert  Gillmor. 

D.G. 


The  Society’s  Film 

Although  a  good  deal  of  the  past  winter  and  spring  has  of  necessity 
been  taken  up  with  “  prospecting”,  several  hundred  feet  have  already  been 
taken  for  the  Society’s  film,  “  The  Birds’  Metropolis”,  including  shots  of 
Waxwings,  Blackbirds  in  unusual  nest  sites.  Great  Grested  Grebe,  Ringed 
Plover  and  Black-headed  Gulls.  Members  can  give  considerable  help  if 
they  pass  on  to  Raymond  Gordero  (or  in  his  absence.  Bill  Park,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Ornithological  Section)  news  of  unusual  nesting  sites, 
uncommon  or  rare  migrants  and,  in  fact,  anything  they  feel  might  be  of 
interest  in  a  film  of  London’s  birds.  Telephone  numbers:  Mr.  Gordero: 
HYDe  Park  8741  (day)  and  Redhill  4812  (evening) ;  Mr.  Park  TRAfalgar 
8855  extn.  2132  (day). 


Cover  Hi 


Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  Area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  recorders,  whose  names  and  addresses  are  given 
below,  welcome  records  from  members  and  non-members.  It  materially 
assists  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  following  points  are  observed. 

1.  Please  use  the  Society’s  recording  sheets,  which  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Recorders.  Submit  records  for  North  of  the  Thames,  South  of 
the  Thames,  and  Inner  London  on  separate  sheets. 

2.  Please  enter  records  by  species  in  the  Wetmore  Order,  which  is  used  in 
this  report.  It  is  particularly  requested  that  date  order  should  not  be 
used,  as  this  inevitably  slows  down  the  work  of  transferring  entries  from 
the  recording  sheets  to  the  card  index  which  is  used  in  the  preparation 
of  the  report. 

3.  Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  all  records  of  rare  or  imusual 
species. 

4.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for  the 
period  January  to  July,  in  November  for  the  period  August  to  October, 
and  in  the  first  week  of  January  for  November  and  December. 

Copies  of  the  B.T.O.  Field  List  of  British  Birds,  which  is  in  the  Wetmore 
Order,  may  be  obtained  from  Mrs.  M.  Waller,  77  Princes  Avenue,  W.3, 
price  fid.  each,  plus  postage  2d.  each  ;  12  copies,  postage  5d. 


Recorders 


Inner  London  ...  ...  ...  ...  A.  D.  Tomlins,  29  Gerard  Road, 

Barnes,  S.W.13 


South  of  the  Thames  and  River  Thames  R.  E.  Scott,  48  Gassiot  Way, 

Sutton,  Surrey. 

North  of  the  Thames  ...  ...  ...  P.  R.  Colston,  5  Nevis  Road, 

London,  S.W.17 


THE  STUDY  OF 
BIRDS  IN  THE  FIELD 

is  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology.  By  joining  the 
Trust,  members  are  able  to  help  and 
support  its  work  which  at  present,  in 
addition  to  the  Ringing  Scheme  and 
the  Nest  Records  Scheme,  includes  a 
study  of  the  status  and  tameness  of  the 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  an  in¬ 
vestigation  into  the  winter  status 
of  the  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and 
a  study  of  Lapwing  habitats. 

Further  information  about  the  Trusty  its  enquiries^  Lending 
Library,  advisory  services,  and  its  publications  which  include 
two  journals— BIRD  STUDY  and  BIRD  MIGRATION— 
will  willingly  be  supplied  by  the  Secretary,  the  Ringing  Officer 
or  the  Migration  Research  Officer. 

THE  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR  ORNITHOLOGY 

2  King  Edward  Street,  Oxford 


'Will  certainly  become  the  definitive  work*  JAMES  FISHER 

,  A  History  of  the 

Birds  in  Hertfordshire 

BRYAN  L.  SAGE,  f.r.e.s.,  m.b.o.u.,  a.a.o.u. 

WITH  A  FOREWORD  BY  PETER  SCOTT 

A  succinct,  well-arranged  and  comprehensive  study  which 
deals  fully  with  geographical  and  geological  considerations. 
The  systematic  hst  is  preceded  by  sections  covering  museum 
collections,  topography,  migrations,  changes  in  the  avifauna, 
analysis  of  the  county  hst  and  nomenclature.  Appendices 
include  :  Birds  recorded  in  Hertfordshire  not  in  the  British  List ; 
Wildfowl  count  statistics  ;  A  breeding-season  census  of  the  coot 
in  Hertfordshire  ;  Selected  1958  records 
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